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Apology Not Accepted



Apology Not Accepted

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How have you typically defined “forgiveness”™?

2. Whatlessons did you learn in your family, while grow-
ing up, about forgiveness?

3. What things have you considered “unforgivable™?

4. What is the most difficult thing you have ever had to

forgive?
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Myths and Truths
about Forgiveness



Forgiving What You'll Never Forget

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

. For which of the 10 true/false statements were your
answers different from those in this chapter?

. With which of the chapter’s answers do you still dis-
agree? Why?

. What new insights have you gained about forgiveness
as a result of reading this chapter?

. If forgiveness is not dependent on the perpetrator’s
repenting, how does that free us to forgive?
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Forgiveness
and Reconciliation



Forgiveness and Reconciliation

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

. Why do you think we so often want to combine forgive-
ness and reconciliation?

. What are some of the reasons why the forgiven servant
in Matthew 18 couldn’t internalize the reality of his
own forgiveness so that he could forgive the debt of
his friend?

. What might have been some of the reasons why it

would have been so hard for John to forgive the man

who had lied about him?

. If the work of forgiveness is completed, and the pres-
ent work of the church is to proclaim the good news
of that forgiveness, how does that change how we seek
to evangelize others?
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A Radical Forgiveness



Forgiving What You'll Never Forget

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

. Howwould you have responded to the SS man and his

request for forgiveness?

. Why do you think the world cannot understand un-
conditional forgiveness?

. What is the hardest thing for you to accept about the
idea of being an unconditional forgiver?
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Choosing to Forgive
False Paths We Can Take



Choosing to Forgive

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

. What events have you denied as being hurtful in your
life?

. Areyou caughtin a pattern of self-blame, or self-loathing?
3. Isthere someone whom you need to forgive, butinstead,
you are trying to understand why that person did what
he or she did?

. Do you feel bitter toward someone? If so, keep that
person in mind as you read the next chapter.
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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What are some of the reasons that you have resisted
the Path of Forgiveness in the past?

2. In your experience, what has been the hardest part of
grieving?

3. Make a list of some of the people you have forgiven

over the years. Who was the hardest one to forgive?
Why?
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Forgiving Ourselves



Forgiving Ourselves

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. In what ways have you struggled with forgiving your-
self?

2. What has made it hard for you to forgive yourself?

3. When you were able to forgive yourself, what made it

possible?
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A Step Beyond

Forgiveness



QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. Why do you think God wants us to “loose” someone
by praying for God to forgive them?

2. What are some of the situations in your experience
where this “step beyond” could apply?

3. If you believe that God is directing you to pray that
God will forgive someone who has hurt you, what are
some of the emotions you feel?
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The Benefits
of Forgiveness
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