Youth Trout Fishing Day Survey Results

The inaugural Maryland Youth Fishing Day was March 23, 2024. Fishing
and Boating Services conducted an online survey following the event to
learn more about participation, angler experiences, and how the program
could be improved. The results of the survey are presented below.

Did you take a child fishing on Youth Trout Fishing Day in 2024?

289 responses
® Yes
® No

How many youth did you take fishing on Youth Trout Fishing Day?

125 responses
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What location did you fish during the Youth Trout Fishing Day?

125 responses

Licking Creek

Middle Creek

Bear Creek

Savage River

Wills Creek

Evitts Creek

Jennings Run

North Jennings Run Water...
Great Seneca Creek
Gunpowder Falls, Lower
Gunpowder Falls, Upper
Little Gunpowder Falls
Patapsco River, Avalon
South Branch Patapsco Ri...
South Branch Patapsco Ri...
Big Elk Creek

Deer Creek

Beaver Creek

Frank Bentz Pond

Rainbow Lake

Fifteen Mile Creek

Evitts Creek Ponds

Cotton Cove Pond

Little Falls

Patuxent River, Laurel
Northwest Branch

Severn Run

Principio Creek

Bynum Pond

|Izaak Walton Pond

Martin Luther King Jr. Pond
Woodsboro Community P...
Friends Creek

Owens Creek

Farm Museum Pond

Piney Run

0

5 (4%)

4 (3.2%)

5 (4%)
6 (4.8%)
4 (3.2%)
4 (3.2%)
7 (5.6%)
4 (3.2%)
5 (4%)
5 (4%)
6 (4.8%)
8 (6.4%)

3 (2.4%)

6 (4.8%)

6 (4.8%)
4 (3.2%)

4 (3.2%)

5 (4%)
4 (3.2%)

14 (11.2%)
13 (10.4%)

15



Were trout caught during the Youth Trout Fishing Day trip?

125 responses

® Yes
® No

How many total trout were harvested by the youth that accompanied you?

78 responses
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Based on your experience, is it likely the youth would want to participate in future Youth Trout
Fishing Days?

125 responses

@ Extremely likely
@ Likely

@ Neutral

@ Unlikely

@ Extremely unlikely




What would improve the Youth Trout Fishing Day experience?

99 responses

Add additional small ponds
Availability of mentoring...
Educational fishing prog...
Loaner fishing tackle av...

More opportunities, Bear...
It rained. Perhaps open i...
more days it poured the...
| think it would probably...

We didn't see anyone ca...
Trout were disgustingly...
It wasn't just kids fishing...
It was just bad weather....
Stock more fish or prote...

Allow youth to catch a fu...
Put more fish in Little Fa...
Need an alternative day...
Prevent other fisherman...

Raise the limit to 3 trout

Later starting time, say 8...

allow the youth fisherma...
Ability to keep more trout

Weather...It was pouring...

Make it the whole weeke...
Maybe the ponds that w...
Stock Pangborne Pond...
Have on a non-rainy / flo...
Allow alternative days in...

There are issues with pe...
There were some dispar...
Make it a youth weeken...

Change date if weather i...

Allow the youth to keep t...

More fish
Allow youth to catch the...
5 fish limit
2 per kid would have be...
Stocked trout because t...
Let them get the normal...

2 days to account for we...
spread the fish out bette...
Needed a second day d...
Clearer understanding o...
Protect some locations f...

The whole trout fishing p...

Nothing. It was a great p...

Nothing. It was great.

A longer period of time. I...

increase limit above 2

More NRP enforcement/...
Alternate date for bad w...
Stock more trout. My da...
More stocked streams e...

Good weather

43 (43.4%)

17 (17.2%)



Written responses included the following common themes.

Extend the Youth Fishing Day to include both Saturday and Sunday
Allow youth to harvest the full Put and Take five fish daily creel
Reduce confusion regarding the #2 closure period

Increase Natural Resource Police enforcement presence

Are you aware of the designated Youth Fishing Areas and have you ever taken advantage of those

areas to take a youth fishing?
125 responses

Yes, | have taken a youth fishing
at a Youth Fishing Area.

No - | am aware of the Youth

Fishing Areas but have not taken 40 (32%)
a youth to those areas.
| was not aware that there are 39 (31.2%)

designated Youth Fishing Areas

48 (38.4%)

50



