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What we have done so far…

• Background paper ‘Analytical overview of rural proofing approaches and 
lessons learned’ for the 1st Thematic Group Meeting

• Synthesis of 1st TG meeting’s outcomes 

• Draft TG working document ‘Framework of Rural Proofing Actions’
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https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/background_paper-rural_proofing-jane_atterton_220127.pdf
http://enrd.ec.europa.eu/news-events/events/1st-meeting-enrd-thematic-group-rural-proofing_en
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/tg1-rp_synthesis.pdf
https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/working_document-rp_actions_220510_web.pdf


Synthesis



Framework of actions
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Action 4 - Develop a clear 
template and guidance and 
robust accompanying 
evidence

Action 5 - Establish clear 
monitoring and evaluation 
mechanisms

Action 6 - Longer-term work 
in support of rural proofing

Action 1 - Clear statement of 
strong (and real) political will 
and commitment

Action 2 - Establish a 
positive, shared vision of 
rural areas

Action 3 - Establish clear and 
coordinated roles and 
responsibilities

• Working document

• Five essential short-term actions and long term work

• Support for policy-makers and all stakeholders involved in designing or implementing rural 
proofing mechanism in their particular context



Action 1
Clear statement of strong (and real) 

political will and commitment

▪ high-level announcement 

▪ high-level commitment should be re-stated regularly, safeguarded continuity

▪ mandatory nature 

▪ enforcement measures- consistent adherence to rural proofing requirements, 
sanctions

▪ initial flexibility - adequate time to ‘learn’ how to rural proof



Action 2
Establish a positive, shared vision of rural areas

▪ highlighting importance of rural proofing

▪ using positive language

▪ common understanding of the rural opportunities and challenges



Action 3
Establish clear and coordinated roles and 

responsibilities

▪ understanding of specific roles and responsibilities at different levels (national, regional, 
local)

▪ lead coordination body and proper resources

▪ cross-governmental approach (e.g. regular vertical/horizontal working groups)

▪ collecting evidence to inform rural proofing

▪ importance of scrutiny role

▪ feeding views from ‘on-the-ground’ - engaging citizens, communities and networks



Action 4
Develop a clear template and guidance and 

robust accompanying evidence

▪ template for policy-makers to follow 

▪ accompanying guidance

▪ clear and transparent decision on the scale of RP - requirement for all policies, 
strategies, funding streams, etc. vs. prioritising key policy/legislative issues

▪ initial light-touch screening

▪ availability of a robust rural evidence base 

▪ complementarity to already existing assessments



Action 5
Establish clear monitoring and evaluation 

mechanisms

▪ proper measurement of the impacts and successes

▪ annual collation of detailed evidence 

▪ reports presented to the decision-making bodies

▪ annual ongoing monitoring of rural proofing activity 

▪ independent evaluation

▪ ongoing learning on how to improve the process



Action 6
Longer-term work in support of rural proofing

▪ parallel collective learning from other forms of ‘proofing’

▪ ongoing dialogue between national and regional/local levels

▪ balance between robust rural proofing and the need for dedicated rural-
specific policies

▪ learning and capacity-building of policy-makers 



Your remarks & feedback on the framework?



Thank you for your attention

rural-vision@enrd.eu

mailto:rural-vision@enrd.eu

