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Rural areas in Greece – Facts

 Rural areas cover 94.3% of the territory (82.2% Predominantly 
rural +12.1% intermediate) 

 18.9% of UAA classified Natura 2000 area

 Forests cover 49.6% of the total surface

 Farming intensity (UAA) (2007): - 40.3% low         / 40.9% EU-25

- 37.5% medium / 32.8% EU-25

- 22.2% high        / 26.3% EU-25            

 50% of agricultural holdings is below 2 Ha



Water abstraction in agriculture per ha Water, soil 
& CO2 

situation in 
Greece

Water
86% of water used in agriculture!

Old irrigation infrastructure, lack of 
pricing policy, water intensive 
crops, wasteful practices, etc.

Soil
35-40% of total land 

territory under threat of 
desertification!

Due to water, wind, 
plowing & there is low 

content in organic matter.

CO2

Forest fires is a problem. 
Between 2000‐2010 the 
total number of forest 

fires was 1 670  and total 
area burned 497 172  ha.



Total public expenditure of the 
Greek RDP per Focus Area
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43% of 

RDP budget
(46% EU average)

12%
(6% EU average*)

3.2%
(3% EU 

average*)

(P4 - Ecosystems management) 
Focus Areas: 

4A - Biodiversity
4B - Water management
4C - Soil management

* Average among MS whose RDPs have activated the FA.

5A - Water efficiency 5E - Carbon sequestration & 
conservation



Main measures used per Focus 
Area

43%
(48% EU average)

Priority 4 – Ecosystems management (4A+4B+4C)

• M01 - Knowledge transfer and information actions

• M02 - Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services

• M04 - Investments in physical assets

• M07 - Basic services and village renewal in rural areas

• M08 - Forest investments

• M10 - Agri-environment-climate

• M11 - Organic farming

• M12 - Natura 2000 and Water Framework Directive payments

• M13 - Payments to areas facing natural or other specific constraints

• M16 - Co-operation

Focus Area 5A – Water use efficiency

• M01 - Knowledge transfer and information actions

• M02 - Advisory services, farm management and farm relief services

• M04 - Investments in physical assets

• M16 - Co-operation

Focus Area 5E – Carbon conservation 

& sequestration

• M01 - Knowledge transfer and information 

actions

• M02 - Advisory services, farm management 

and farm relief services

• M04 - Investments in physical assets

• M08 - Forest investments

• M10 - Agri-environment-climate

• M16 - Co-operation



Key RDP measures used & 
expected achievements

• M04 - Investments in physical assets (1.5 bn) of which 43% allocated to 5A Water efficiency (647 mil EUR)

• M13 - Payments to areas facing constraints (1.1 bn EUR) allocated to P4 (100%)

• M11 – Organic farming (801.2 mil EUR) of which 65% allocated to P4 (519 mil EUR)

• M10 - Agri-environment-climate (472.2 mil EUR) of which 91% to P4 and 3% to 5E

• M08 - Forest investments (339.5 mil) of which 57% to P4 Ecosystems management (195 mil EUR) and 35% to 5E 
Carbon sequester. & conservation (118 mil EUR)

4B - Water management
• 12.01 % of agricultural land under management contracts to improve water management
• 0.04 % of forestry land under management contracts to improve water management

4C – Soil erosion & management
• 10.7 % of agricultural land under management contracts to improve soil management and/or prevent soil erosion
• 0.02 % of forestry land under management contracts to improve soil management and/or prevent soil erosion

5A – Water efficiency
• 5.0 % of irrigated land switching to more efficient irrigation system

5E – Carbon conservation & sequestration
• 0.3 % of agricultural and forest land under management contracts contributing to carbon sequestration and 

conservation 
• 70 000 ha for prevention of forest damages



Resource efficiency
Some stakeholder perspectives
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