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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION

of 26.10.2016

on the fifth complementary financing Decision of the Neighbourhood Investment

Facility to be financed from the general budget of the Union

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 25 October 2012 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the
Union and repealing Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002*, and in particular
Avrticle 84(2) thereof,

Whereas:

(1)

)

©)

(4)

The Commission has adopted the Annual Action Programme 2015 contributing to the
Neighbourhood Investment Facility from the general budget of the Union®. Following
the selection process foreseen in the 2015 Annual Action Programme, some projects to
be implemented have been selected.

The Commission has adopted the Annual Action Programme 2016 contributing to the
Neighbourhood Investment Facility from the general budget of the European Union®.
Following the selection process foreseen in the 2016 Annual Action Programme, some
projects to be implemented have been selected.

For projects to be implemented under indirect management, it is necessary to adopt
this Decision in order to provide the elements required by the second subparagraph of
Avrticle 84(3) of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 of the European Parliament
and of the Council.

The Commission should entrust budget-implementation tasks under indirect
management to the entities specified in this Decision, subject to the conclusion of a
delegation agreement. In accordance with Article 60(1) and (2) of Regulation (EU,
Euratom) No 966/2012, the authorising officer responsible needs to ensure that these
entities guarantee a level of protection of the financial interests of the Union
equivalent to that required when the Commission manages Union funds. The European
Invesment Bank (EIB), the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB), the Nordic
Investment Bank (NIB), the Nordic Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO ), the
Agence Francaise de Développement (AFD), the Kreditanstalt fur Wiederaufbau
(KfW) and the Italian Societa Italiana per le Imprese all'Estero (SIMEST) comply with
the conditions of points (a) to (d) of the first subparagraph of Article 60(2) of
Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 and the supervisory and support measures are
in place as necessary. European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) is
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Commission implementing Decision C(2015)2748 of 23 April 2015 on the European Neighbourhood
wide Action Programme 2015 to be financed from the general budget of the European Union.
Commission implementing Decision C(2016)3436 of 31 May 2016 on the Neighbourhood Investment
Facility, part of the European Neighbourhood wide Action Programme 2016 to be financed from the
general budget of the European Union.
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currently undergoing the ex-ante assessment under Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
966/2012. In anticipation of the results of this review, the authorising officer
responsible deems that, based on the entity’s entities positive assessment under
Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and on the long-standing and
problem-free cooperation with it budget-implementation tasks can be entrusted to this
entity.

The Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID) will
undergo the ex ante assessment in accordance with Article 61(1) of Regulation (EU,
Euratom) No 966/2012 related to financial instruments. In anticipation of the results of
this review the responsible authorising officer deems that, based on the entities'
positive assessment under Council Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 and on the
longstanding and problem free cooperation with these entities, budget implementation
tasks can be entrusted to them.

The Commission may entrust budget-implementation tasks under indirect management
to the partner country specified in this Decision, subject to the conclusion of a
financing agreement. In accordance with Article 60(1)(c) of Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 966/2012, the responsible authorising officer needs to ensure that measures are
taken to supervise and support the implementation of the entrusted tasks to the partner
country. A description of these measures and the entrusted tasks should be laid down
in the Annexes.

It is necessary to allow the payment of interest due for late payment on the basis of
Avrticle 92 of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 966/2012 and Article 111(4) of Delegated
Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012.

The Commission is required to define the term "non-substantial change" in the sense
of Article 94(4) of Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012 to ensure that any such
changes can be adopted by the authorising officer by delegation, or sub-delegation
(hereinafter referred to as the 'responsible authorising officer’).

The measure provided for in this Decision does not fall in the categories of measures
for which the prior opinion of the Committee is required. The European Parliament
and the European Neighbourhood Instrument Committee set up by Article 15 of the
financing instrument referred to in Recital 1 should be informed of this Decision
within one month following its adoption.

HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS:

Articlel
Adoption of projects to be implemented and of their modalities

The list of additional projects and financial commitments to be implemented under indirect
management in the framework of the Neighbourhood Investment Facility (NIF), as set out in
the Annex attached, is approved.

Budget-implementation tasks under indirect management may be entrusted to the entities
identified in the Annex attached, subject to the conclusion of the relevant agreements.
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Article 2
Non-substantial changes

Increases or decreases of up to EUR 10 million not exceeding 20% of the contribution
referred to in the first paragraph of Article 2, or cumulated changes to the allocations of
specific actions not exceeding 20% of that contribution shall not be considered substantial
within the meaning of Article 94(4) of Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1268/2012 where those
changes do not significantly affect the nature and objectives of the actions.

The modification of the year under which an adopted project set out in the Annex is financed
shall not be considered as a substantial modification as long as the thresholds foreseen in this
Article are respected. The responsible authorising officer may adopt these non-substantial
changes in accordance with the principles of sound financial management and proportionality.

Done at Brussels, 26.10.2016

For the Commission
Johannes HAHN
Member of the Commission
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