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Identify

Your hypotheses

Your data

Your model

Your techniques



Avoid

OVERS…

Over-reaching

Over-analysis

Over-presentation

Over-representation



Show

• Manageable 

• Interesting

• Impactful

Use

• GRAPHS rather than TABLES

RESULTS



Tables

Data source for replication: http://tutorials.iq.harvard.edu/R/Rgraphics/Rgraphics.html#orgheadline56 

http://tutorials.iq.harvard.edu/R/Rgraphics/Rgraphics.html#orgheadline56


Graphs

Source for data and R code replication: http://tutorials.iq.harvard.edu/R/Rgraphics/Rgraphics.html#orgheadline56 

http://tutorials.iq.harvard.edu/R/Rgraphics.zip


Be (or…avoid not being)

COHERENT…all results (and discussion items) should 
be linkable to your hypotheses

TRUTHFUL…graphs should have representative and 
consistent axes

CONCISE…eliminate junk and unecessary information

CONSISTENT…orderly in style (font, colors, size, etc…)



Be (or…avoid not being)

CREATIVE…excellent graphs are made so by excellent 
legends and labels

ELEGANT…visual grace is very important

– Solid and legible layout and graphical components

– Manageable # of colors

 HUMBLE…accept 2 dimensional space!...Translation: 
NO 3D

 CLEAR…no time to spend making sense of complex 
math



Parting thoughts

Above all design with SIMPLICITY in mind

Don’t take it from me:

“Any fool can make things more complex. It takes a touch of genius 
to move things in the opposite direction.” Albert Einstein

“That's been one of my mantras -- focus and simplicity. Simple can 
he harder than complex. You have to work hard to get your thinking 
clean to make it simple.” Steve Jobs


