
Basic Information 

• Project No. and Title: WERA72 : Agribusiness Scholarship Emphasizing Competitiveness 
• Period Covered: 10/01/2019 to 09/30/2020 
• Date of Report: 08/10/2020 
• Annual Meeting Dates: 06/03/2020 to 06/04/2020 

Participants 

Serhat Asci - Fresno State, Michael Barrowclough - Illinois State University, Jason Bergtold - Kansas State 
University, Maria Boerngen - Illinois State University, Kate Brooks - University of Nebraska-Lincoln, David Bullock 
- North Dakota State University, Jennifer Clark - University of Florida, Kynda Curtis - Utah State University, 
Stephen Davis - Southwest Minnesota State University, David DePatie - University of Florida, Dave Harper - 
Kirkwood Community College, Aaron Johnson - University of Idaho, Bachir Kassas - University of Florida, Phil 
Kenkel - Oklahoma State University, Kristin Kiesel - University of California-Davis, Srini Konduru - Fresno State, 
Ryan Larsen - Utah State University, Jayson Lusk -Purdue University, Ivory Lyles - University of Nevada, Reno, 
Grace Melo, Eric Micheels - University of Saskatchewan, Lia Nogueira - University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Luis 
Pena-Levano - University of Florida, David Ripplinger - North Dakota State University, Amber Roberts - 
University of Minnesota, Brent Ross - Michigan State University, Aslihan Spaulding - Illinois State University, 
James Sterns - Oregon State University, Ye Su - University of Nebraska-Kearney, Cheryl Wachenheim - North 
Dakota State University, Ruby Ward - Utah State University, Tim Woods - University of Kentucky, Kara 
Zimmerman - University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Na Zuo - University of Arizona, 

Brief Summary of Minutes of Annual Meeting 

WERA 72 Business Meeting Minutes 

Virtually via Zoom 

June 3rd, 2020 

Attendees: Kate Brooks, Aslihan D. Spaulding, Jennifer Clark, Eric Micheels, Nz Zuo, Maria Boerngen, Tim Woods, 
Stephen Davis, Ruby Ward, David Harper, Serhat Asci, Ye Su, Jason Bergtold, Kynda Curtis, Lia Nogueira, Brent 
Ross, James Sterns, David Bullock, David Ripplinger, Aaron Johnson, Ryan Larson 

Meeting was called to order at 1:50 p.m. by Chair Kate Brooks.  Attendance done through chat box in Zoom. 

Reports: 

• 2019 business meeting minutes were emailed prior to the meeting for approval. Jennifer Clark moved 
to approve as written, Aaron Johnson seconded, approved unanimously. 

• Treasurer’s report: Scott Downey resigned from treasurer last year. David Ripplinger (past-chair) 
prepared and read the report. The WERA-fund is housed at Purdue University and has a balance of 
$6,771.74. The annual meeting last year had a net gain of $365.91.  Costs have been kept low with the 
university hosts and something we need to continue to consider.  We do have a sizable amount of 
funds that we can consider using for reduced funds for new faculty or graduate students.  Scott 
Downey has resigned as treasurer, but will stay involved with the group.  A new custodian institution is 
needed for WERA funds.  



• President’s report: Kate Brooks discussed administrative details that need to be addressed within 90 
days: 

o Activity reporting for the previous year: Kate will send an email asking for information to be 
submitted. This is especially important as we are entering a new phase of the project. 

o Kate discussed the importance of members submitting their Appendix E through the NIMSS 
System. Currently, WERA-72 only has 4 members listed in the NIMSS System and enrollment 
needs to be increased in order to continue as a group. Kate will send an email to remind 
members and provide information on the process of filing an Appendix E. 

o If not receiving emails from WERA-72 (through MailChimp listserv), please let David Ripplinger 
or Kate know so that you can be added to the list. 

Old Business: Kate Brooks – None. 

New Business: Kate Brooks 

• Elections 
o Treasurer: David Ripplinger has indicated interest in serving as treasurer, Ruby Ward 

nominated David Ripplinger and Kynda Curtis seconded, with David accepting the nomination. 
James Sterns proposed by acclimation and it was seconded by Ruby Ward and unanimously 
voted. 

o Secretary: David Ripplinger nominated Ryan Larson and he accepted. Aaron Johnson moved to 
ceased nominations and proposed acclimation for Ryan Larson and it was seconded by Maria 
Boerngen and unanimously voted. 

• 2021 Annual Meeting 
o Potential locations were discussed. Portland, Oregon was cancelled for 2020 and moved 

virtually due to COVID-19.  Discussion that Portland, Oregon location is a university location 
that allows for lower cost and a western location to encourage western institutions to 
attend.  James Stern discussed advantages and opportunities of activities that could be held 
during 2021 meeting in Portland.  Las Vegas as well as Kansas City was brought up as a 
potential destination in the future as well. Jason Bergtold moved to choose Portland, Oregon. 
Kynda Curtis University of Nevada Extension has a facility in Vegas that would also allow for a 
university facility.  Ruby Ward and Kynda Curtis mentioned that Salt Lake City could also be a 
destination and that Utah State members could help with Vegas, Reno, or Salt Lake City 
locations.  Discussion was to look at the potential for Portland, Oregon in 2021 and confirm 
dates and availability, with flexibility for alternative locations if needed. 

o James Sterns asked about meeting dates whether it being the first or second week of June. 
Discussion of WERA-72 meetings overlapping with WERA-72 as well as quarter system schools. 
Need to watch going too early with overlap with Memorial Day Weekend. No one had a strong 
indication of dates so will plan based on availability of location. 

• Reminders 
o Kate Brooks reminded members of the WERA-72 webinars for the month of June. 
o Jason Bergtold, AETR has a special issue for any innovations or research from the spring 

semester with more information on website. If you have articles, please submit. 

Tim Woods moved to adjourn, Eric Micheels seconded, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:21 p.m. 

  

 



Accomplishments 

The 2020 annual committee meeting was held virtually this year.  Members met and discussed potential 
collaboration projects within research, Extension and educational programs.  A discussion of upcoming grant 
opportunities as well as continued discussion of agribusiness curricula was discussed during breakout groups.  

Impacts 

1. 1. WERA-72 continues a multiyear effort to revisit the role of agribusiness education, research, and 
Extension. Results from the 2019 annual meeting workshop on agribusiness curriculum were 
presented at the 2020 annual meeting along with a presentation on potential grants with breakout 
groups further discussing potential collaboration. a. A collaboration has been formed to develop a 
survey to further identify agribusiness curriculum with potential publications 

2. 2. WERA-72 continues to maintain ways to disseminate information regarding ongoing research, 
teaching and extension efforts to interested parties. The members regularly use the organization’s 
listserv to communicate timely announcements of job postings, grant opportunities, and calls for paper 
proposals with an agribusiness focus. The organization’s webpage continues to be updated and 
enhanced and will include past presentations, papers and materials for past and future meetings to 
continue to provide a repository of past agribusiness scholarship. a. A YouTube channel is being 
created to house the WERA-72 webinars from 2020. 

3. 3. Based on feedback from the annual meetings and the June webinar series, additional monthly 
webinars discussing teaching, research, and extension activities related to agribusiness have been 
scheduled. 
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216. https://doi.org/10.1108/CAER-11-2017-0216. 

Zuo, Na, and Hua Zhong, 2020, “Can Resource Policy Reverse the Resource Curse? Evidence from 
China”, Resource Policy, forthcoming. 
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USU Extension Fact Sheet, Applied Economics/2019-01pr. 
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Drugova, T., and K. Curtis, (2019). “Does Consumer Knowledge of Organic Production Standards Influence 
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