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Plan 
Einstein 
is where 
you build 
your future
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a student: 
“I am proud of who 
I have again become.”

Plan Einstein is an innovative approach 

developed by the Municipality of 

Utrecht and its partners in the reception 

and integration of refugees.

At Einsteindreef in the Utrecht district 

of Overvecht, refugees live together 

with local youngsters. Residents of Plan 

Einstein and neighbourhood members  

in Overvecht can follow courses Entre-

preneurship and English here, and/or 

participate in a practical programme for 

entrepreneurship and work or join other 

activities.

Living together, learning together 
and working together in Overvecht, 
that’s Plan Einstein!

Refugees use their time in the asylum 

seekers’ centre (AZC) to rebuild their 

lives, while locals take the next step towards 

a better future. Also, various social and 

cultural activities are organised. 

This makes Plan Einstein a place in Over-

vecht where people meet, where new 

social contacts are made and where 

you can further your (professional) 

development. Living together, learning 

together and working together in Over-

vecht, that makes Plan Einstein special!

utrecht

Living together
Learning together 
Working together 

A refugee: 
“I have been in asylum centres 

where we had little to no 

contact with Dutch people. 

Now I live among them! For 

me personally, it goes beyond 

cooking and eating together. 

You build up a network. My 

network provides me social 

opportunities and enable me 

to  think of my future”
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In Plan Einstein, refugees and local 

residents work on their professional 

future! Through various courses and 

activities they can develop their personal 

skills and professional competences. 

For the refugees, the Dutch Council 

for Refugees (Vluchtelingenwerk) first 

identifies the educational and professional 

background, skills, current interests and 

possible obstacles.                           

Learning together

Both refugees and local residents can  

participate in  3 different programmes: 

1 	 (Business) English, both for beginners 	

	 and advanced students offered by the 	

	 People’s University of Utrecht.

2	 (International) Entrepreneurship offered 

	 by the  Utrecht Center for Entrepre-	

	 neurship.

3 	 Practical programme and coaching 	

	 for entrepreneurship and work by 	

	 the Social Impact Factory.

Participants can work to strengthen the 

professional skills they need in work, 

such as collaboration and networking. 

Furthermore, participants can get help 

with starting a business, acquire skills 

in entrepreneurship, receive individual 

coaching and expand their professional 

network.

The courses they can follow in Plan Einstein 

and the network they build can boost 

the prospects of refugees and local 

residents for a better future, regardless 

of their status and regardless of where 

that future lies.

A local resident:
“Unemployment in our district is high.
Many people find it difficult to find work. 
But everyone has talents. The English and 
Entrepreneurship courses can help 
broaden your horizon.“

Living together

At Einsteindreef in the Utrecht district 

of Overvecht, refugees live together 

in the same building with youngsters 

with a connection to the neighbourhood. 

Socius and organisations for volunteers 

like Welcome in Utrecht organise 

events such as eating or playing sports 

together, network meetings, a language 

café and scores of other activities. 

A youngster living 
in Plan Einstein:
“What I like is different groups in society 
live together here. We share a central
square and meeting space.”

A refugee: 
“What is special about this 

reception location is that we 

live in a residential district, 

among local people. People 

who chat with us when we 

meet them in the street and in 

the shop. We share a home 

environment with young  

people and other asylum 

seekers. We often eat with one 

another, make music together 

and follow the same cour-

ses. Here we no longer feel 

like foreigners or strangers, 

like in the other reception 

centres. We just belong and 

that gives us a nice and safe 

feeling. Like our lives are no 

longer on hold and we can 

again build on our future.”



7

Both refugees and locals from the district 

of Overvecht are encouraged to work 

on their future, regardless of where 

that future lies. The starting point for 

Utrecht is an “inclusive city”; a city 

for and with everyone. The activities are 

offered not only to refugees, but also 

to interested neighbourhood members.

Working together

What makes Plan Einstein innovative 

is that it gives refugees who don’t yet 

have a residence permit an opportunity, 

right from the start, to live together, 

learn together and work together on 

(re)building their future. 

Einsteindreef in Overvecht is the first place 

where this approach is being realised and 

Utrecht therefore serves as an example 

for other European cities. 

Part of the innovative approach is that 

the City of Utrecht is also committed to 

ensuring that refugees with a residence 

permit who are accommodated in the 

city remain in the city or region as much 

as possible. As a result, they build up 

their own network faster, which promotes 

their integration. 

The European Commission considers 

the Utrecht approach to be inspiring and 

innovative. This is why Utrecht receives 

funding for Plan Einstein from the European 

Commission’s Urban Innovative Actions 

Initiative. 

A special and 
innovative approach 

Kees Diepeveen, 
Deputy Mayor: 

“Cities play a crucial role in the reception 

and integration process of asylum see-

kers.  The way we receive newcomers 

into our society has an impact on its 

future shape and prosperity. 

The Utrecht Refugee Launchpad is an in-

clusive approach to facilitate integration 

from day one by introducing a shared 

living concept in which local youth and 

asylum seekers live together. It aims to 

create an innovative reception facility which 

is built upon social networks within the 

neighbourhood developing future proof 

skills together with asylum seekers. After 

the determination of an asylum status 

participants will have developed skills in 

self efficacy and resilience which can be 

used both in the Netherlands or else-

where.”

A local resident:
“I was curious to meet asylum seekers.
 Who are these people who come from
 Syria, Iraq or Yemen? You read and hear
 so much about what they have gone 
through. Now that we have become 
neighbours, we have an opportunity 
to get to know one another.” 

A refugee: 
“I want them to talk to me 

as a human being, not as a 

refugee. They don’t have to  

feel sorry for me. I have  

experienced a lot since I fled 

my country. Plan Einstein  

gives me a chance to work on 

my future.Last week I received 

a certificate for participating 

in the entrepreneurship course. 

I would like to thank everyone 

for making this plan possible. 

I don’t have to sit still any-

more. I can actively work on 

my future.”



Further information

Plan Einstein
Einsteindreef 91-93, 3562 GB Utrecht

Website: 

www.uia-initiative.eu/en/uia-cities/utrecht 

and www.plan-einstein.nl

Or follow us on Twitter or Facebook: 

Plan Einstein

Email: vluchtelingenvragen@utrecht.nl

The innovative approach to reception and integration, 

the Utrecht Refugee Launch Pad (URLP), was deve-

loped by the municipality of Utrecht together with 

the housing corporation for young People  SOCIUS, 

the Utrecht Center for Entrepreneurship (Utrecht 

University), the Utrecht Council for Refugees,  the 

Utrecht People’s University and the Social Impact 

Factory. The Universities of Oxford and Roehampton 

are responsible for the research and evaluation of the 

impact and results of the project on the district, its 

participants and the city. Wherever beneficial, the 

municipality also involves other district parties in the 

implementation of Plan Einstein.

Partnerships

This project is co-financed by the European 

Regional and Development Fund through 

the Urban Innovative Actions Initiative
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