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Dr. Lester Skaggs (1911-
Bom Nov. 21, 1911, in Trenton, Missouri, Lester S. Skaggs grew up on a

farm in northem Missouri. He attended a one-room grade school and rode a
horse three mies to high school. His father expected him, the oldest of three:

degree in chemistry from the University of Missouri in 1933 with aminor in
mathematics, followed by a master's degree in physics in 1934. In 1935 he
entered the nuclear physics graduate program at the University of Chicago,
where he completed his PhD in 1939 [1]

A press release issued by the University of Chicago Medical Center noted that Dr. Skaggs began working as a radiatior
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interrupted by World War ll when he was assigned to the Department of Terrestrial Magnetism at the Camegie Institute in
Washington, D.C. While there, Skaggs radio wave system for detecti t-aircraft shells proximity to an
enemy target aircrat.
kaggs was transferred to the Manhattan Project secret laboratory at Los Alamos, N.M.,in 1943, where he worked on a
project that created a proximity fuse for the atomic bomb that was dropped on Hiroshima, Japan, on August 6, 1
“Three weeks before the Hiroshima biast, Skaggs watched the Triity A-bomb test blast near Alamogordo, N.M., from a
bunker that was 20 kiometers from Ground Zero. None of the scietists who deseloped the bomb could imagine the size and
intensity of the explosion. As soon as he witnessed it, Skaggs realized that the fuse that was designed for the “Litle Boy™
raft before from the blast. Skaggs and his colleagues quickly
redesigned a detonation device that gave the Enola Gay, the plane that carried the bomb to s target, an extra 30 seconds to
get away 900 feet from the ground. Although many details about
the bombing remeain classified miltary secrets, it is widely believed that extra time for the bombs descent was accomplis!
by attaching one or more parachutes to the bomi
Dr. Skaggs retumed to Chicago immediately after war's end, and retumed to his work in radiation oncology at Michael
Reese Hospital. In 1948, he joined the University of Chicago faculty as an assistant professor in radiology. He was promoted
to associate professor in 1949 and was put in charge of developing the radiation therapy facilties  the Argonne Cancer
Research Hospital which, when it opened in 1953, was the country's first hospital that was devoted entirely to the use of
radiation to treat cancer.

1o was promated to full pr in1 the fi for
calculating the radiation dose to various fissues for use in p\am\mg radiation therapy. Completedin 7955, 1 et
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from the university in 1979, and accepted a position with the King Faisal Specialist Hospital and Research
Comers myaan ‘Saudi Arabia, where he spent the next five years developing a neutron-therapy facilty (2],

[1] hitp: v uchospials. ed/news/20 skaggs himl
[2) hitp:richrockets. wordpress.com/2009/04/26/dr-lester-s-skaggs-rip/
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