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Introduction

On 4 February 2010, the Conference of Presidents of the European Parliament authorised the 
sending of an Election Observation Delegation in order to observe the first round of the 
parliamentary elections in the Republic of Tajikistan, scheduled for 28 February 2010 and aimed at 
renewing the composition of the Lower House of the Parliament (Majlisi Oli).

The European Parliament Election Observation Delegation was composed of Mr Juan Lopez 
Aguilar (S&D, Spain), Ms Inese Vaidere (EPP, Latvia), Mr Joachim Zeller, EPP, Germany, Ms 
Katerina NEVEDALOVA (S&D, Slovakia) and Ms Elizabeth Jeggle (EPP, Germany), who was 
appointed Chair of the Delegation at its constitutive meeting. 

The Delegation conducted its activities in Tajikistan between 26 February and 1 March 2010 and, as 
usual, was integrated in the International Election Observation Mission (IEOM). It followed 
OSCE/ODIHR's methodology in the evaluation procedure and assessed the election for its 
compliance with OSCE commitments for democratic elections. The European Parliament 
Delegation conducted its election observation mission in accordance with the Declaration of 
Principles of International Election Observation and Code of Conduct adopted at the United Nations 
in 2005 and endorsed by the European Parliament in 2007.

Members of the EP Delegation signed the Code of Conduct for Members of the European 
Parliament Election Observation Delegations, in accordance with the decision of the Conference of 
Presidents of 10 December 2009.

Programme

Prior to Election Day, the Delegation met in Dushanbe with election authorities, political parties, 
press, NGOs, diplomatic missions and familiarized itself with legal institutions of Tajikistan and 
with the local political climate.

In particular, the Delegation availed itself of considerable assistance from the EU Delegation in 
Tajikistan, headed by Mr Eduard Auer, and in the framework of the International Election 
Observation Mission cooperated closely with the OSCE/PA Delegation, headed by Ms Pia 
Christmas Moeller, and the OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission, headed by Mr Artis 
Pabriks. The EU Member States' and the OSCE Ambassadors in Dushanbe were also very helpful 
in briefing the Delegation as usual.

Meetings with political parties' representatives included the People's Party, the Communist Party, 
the Islamic Revival Party, the Democratic Party, the Socialist Party, the Agrarian Party, the Party of 
Economic Reform, the Social Democratic Party. The Delegation also met Representatives from the 
Central Commission for Elections and referenda, as well as panels of mass media and NGO 
representatives.

On Election Day, the Delegation split in three groups, and observed election operations in various 
polling stations, starting from the opening to the closure of activities and counting of the votes. The 
polling stations observed were in Dushanbe Center, in the wider Dushanbe area, in the city of 
Kurgan Tube and the area from there to the Afghan border.

On 1 March 2010, a joint Press Conference was held by the Heads of the EP, OSCE/ODIHR and 
OSCE PA Delegations. A Statement of Preliminary Findings and Conclusions was released and is 
attached to this report.
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Election Procedures

The Delegation was impressed by the peaceful and consensual atmosphere prevailing both in the 
campaign and in the election itself. This could be considered as a positive indication, since it 
testifies to reconciliation and to the continuation of the national consensus; it is also, however, an 
indication of the absence of genuine political debate. To a wide extent, the perception by the public 
is that elections are more a formality than a real competition, and there was the widespread 
expectation that results would widely confirm existing power balances.

It should also be observed that the authorities of Tajikistan have failed to implement reform of 
electoral legislation and in particular the recommendations formulated by the Election Observation 
mission following the last elections in 2005: these recommendations concerned the creation of a 
National register of voters, the reduction of the considerable deposit required from all Parties and 
independent candidates, the adoption of more precise rules with regard to vote by electors not 
inscribed in polling station registers, the definition of clear procedures for redress in case of alleged 
fraud.

On the day of election, while the Delegation witnessed to certain clear irregularities, such as family 
voting, and infringements of secrecy regulations, it observed no obvious indications of electoral 
fraud.

The voting irregularities were remarked also by the other international observers, and duly 
highlighted in the Preliminary Statement released by the Election Observation Mission.

Political Context

It is important to remark that, while the Delegation endorsed the Preliminary statement released by 
the Election Observation Mission, in the Press conference held the day after the elections, the
Delegation had the opportunity for further developing its judgement, stressing in particular some 
political points:

 it underlined the fact that, in activities on election day, it had not observed any violence or 
pressure being exerted on voters

 also, it had not remarked, in the electorate, discontent concerning the electoral process and 
the way it was conducted

 it stressed the importance of stability for Tajikistan: stability should be maintained while at 
same time further developing democratic Institutions and practices

 it advocated a stronger political debate, involving a stronger participation of young people 
and women

 it encouraged the newly elected Parliament of Tajikistan to become a more active and 
relevant democratic forum, where the main policies of the State would be shaped on the 
basis of peaceful dialogue

 it remarked that the European Parliament, via its standing Delegation for relations with 
Central Asia, was ready to reinforce its cooperation with the Parliament of Tajikistan, and 
extended a warm invitation to the new Parliament, in view of holding the first meeting of the 
EP/Tajikistan Joint Parliamentary Committee, created by the Partnership Agreement entered 
into force on 1st January 2010.
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Election Results

The election results corresponded entirely to expectations: the People's Democratic Party, led by 
President Rakhmon, won the elections with around 71% of the vote and 55 seats out of 63, while 
the Islamic Revival Party (Central Asia's only legal Islamic Party) came in second, with 8.2% of the 
vote and two seats, and the Communist Party (7.0%) the Agrarian Party (5.1%) and the Party of 
Economic Reforms (5.0%) each will be represented with two seats in the new Parliament. The 
leaderships of the Islamic Revival Party and of the Social Democratic Party (which is not 
represented in the new Parliament) have announced they would institute proceedings against the 
results.

Since, apparently, only one single-seat constituency had not delivered a winner in the first Round of 
elections, the Delegation decided that there was no point in observing the second round of elections, 
held on 13 March.
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Annex A

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS 

IN TAJIKISTAN

ELECTION OBSERVATION DELEGATION

26 February - 02 March 2010

List of Participants

Members 

Mrs Elisabeth JEGGLE, Germany, EPP, (Chairwoman)
Mr Joachim ZELLER, Germany, EPP
Mrs Inese VAIDERE, Latvia, EPP
Mrs Katarina NEVEDALOVA, Slovakia, S&D
Mr Juan LÓPEZ AGUILAR, Spain, S&D

Secretariat

Mr Pietro DUCCI, Head of Unit 
Mr Carlo CHICCO, Administrator
Mrs Adriana BUCHIU, Assistant  

Group Staff

Mr Michael SPEISER, EPP

Interpreters

Mr Alexander BARCHENKOV, Head of the team
Mr Stanislav KULD
Mr Sergey YAKOVLEV

Abbreviations :
EPP European People's Party/European
                            Democrats
S&D Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats 
ALDE Alliance of Liberal and Democrats for Europe
Verts/ALE Greens/European Free Alliance

ECR                     European Conservatives and Reformists
GUE/NGL European United Left/Nordic Green Left 
EFD Europe of Freedom and Democracy 
NI Non-attached
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Mr Michael SPEISER, EPP
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Programme

Venue: Hotel Hyatt Regency 

Friday, 26 February 2010

11:30-12:30 Meeting with Mr Eduard Auer, Head of EC Delegation to Tajikistan and EU 
Heads of Missions
Venue: Hyatt Regency Hotel

13:30 Registration and distribution of general briefing packs
14:00-14:15

Opening by the Heads of Parliamentary Delegations
 Ms. Pia Christmas Moeller, Head of the OSCE PA Delegation and 

Special Co-ordinator to lead the OSCE short-term observers
 Chair of the EP delegation

14:15-14:45 Round table
 OSCE Office in Tajikistan 
 Delegation of the European Commission to Tajikistan 

14:45-16:15

16:15-16:30

Briefing by the OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission

Coffee Break

16:30-17:30 Meetings with political party representatives and selected independent 
candidates

- Social-Democratic Party of Tajikistan
- Democratic Party of Tajikistan 
- Communist Party of Tajikistan 
- People’s Democratic Party of Tajikistan
- Islamic Revival Party of Tajikistan
- Socialist Party of Tajikistan 
- Agrarian Party of Tajikistan 
- Economic Reform Party of Tajikistan

Independent candidates:
2-3 representatives/ members of active parties in Tajikistan, relatively 
well known in the country running in single-mandate constituencies 
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Saturday, 27 February 2010

09:00-12:30
Meetings with Political Party Representatives and selected independent 
candidates (cont.)

Meeting with representatives of the Central Commission for Elections 
and Referenda,

Mr. Mirzoali Boltuev, Chairperson – TBC

Panel with representatives of mass media and NGOs
- Media:  Media Council (newly est.), State TV and Radio, AsiaPlus, 

NANSMIT, Radio Imruz, SMT TV.
- NGOs: IFES, Association of Political Scientists of Tajikistan (NAPST), 

NGO - Rusht.

Afternoon no official programme

Evening Working dinner offered by EP Head of delegation 

Sunday, 28 February 2010 - ELECTION DAY

Observation of Opening, Voting, Vote Count

Monday, 1 March 2010

 Debriefing of PA delegations
 Press conference
 Departures

End of work
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