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The road from science to fisheries management

How is the Commission asking for scientific advice

How is the Commission preparing fisheries management
measures based on the scientific advice




How is the COM asking for scientific advice?

Commission's two key scientific advisory bodies:
« ICES (International Council for the Exploration of the Sea)

« STECF (Scientific Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries)
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Formulation of advice requests to the
International Council for the
Exploration of the Sea (ICES)
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How does the Commission work with ICES?
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Annual agreement with recurring advice requests
necessary for the operation of the Common Fisheries
Policy: stock-related advice in the North Atlantic,
North Sea, and Baltic, ecosystem considerations etc.;

In addition, special requests may emerge during the
year preparing or following negotiations on fisheries
management measures (non-recurrent advice).
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Scientific advice for special requests

When questions arise beyond the normal annual stock advice,
Commission ask ICES for such "special advice" - non-recurrent.

ICES then asks national institutes for expertise and support to reply. They
are not always able to provide such special advice, either entirely or in

parts (due to e.g. lack of data, scientific knowledge, human resources,
etc.)

Was e.g. the case for

« geographical management of Baltic sprat fisheries (2019)

« additional measures to address the issue of the age-size structure of
Bothnian and central Baltic herring (2023)




Formulation of advice requests to the
Scientific, Technical and Economic
Committee for Fisheries (STECF)
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STECF advice

What is STECF: expert group of the Commission

What kind of advice: scientific advice focused on conservation, but also on socio-economic
aspects. Mainly focused on EU waters.

Mix of regular and ad hoc or special requests

- Regular requests: e.g. Fleet report, consolidated scientific review of the implementation
of the CFP, implementation of the landing obligation (joint
recommendations), assessments of Mediteranean and Black Sea stocks

- "Strategic" drivers: CFP, EU commitments to international agreements, e.g.
evaluation of long-term management plans

- Special requests: e.g. technical measures and selectivity, socio-economic aspects
related to vulenrable marine ecosystems protection etc.
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Meeting with Advisory Councils to discuss scientific needs early in the year (before agreeing
on the ICES and STECF workplans)

Involvement in preparation of the advice through dedicated workshops organised by ICES
and STECF
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Commission proposals: bringing
science into management




When and where

ICES Ecoregions including ICES Statistical Areas, ices.dk. Dec 2017

EU- only TACs % ]
October Council — TACs for the Baltic Sea \\\
\

December Council — TACs for the Atlantlc
Kattegat and Skagerrak, deep-sea
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All-year around - Coastal States Negotiations A L |

with the United Kingdom, Norway,
Faroe Islands, Iceland and coastal states

International Council for
the Exploration of the Sea
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How are EU TACs adopted?

National scientific institutes, Scientific surveys at
experts for ICES Working Groups - sea, sampling plans,
l (IFREMER, IEO, SLU, LUKE ...) reporting

ICES

Stock assessment &
Scientific advice

1 | Adoption by Member
States at Fisheries Member States share
- Commission proposal Council their national quotas
Fishing Opportunities among their producers
Regulation EU(2025) - organisations /vessels
Y. J

Possible
Quotas swaps
between MS



Scientific advice is the basis

ICES Advice on fishing opportunities, catch, and effort ICES ematoral Cousc for
Bay of Biscay and the Iberian Coast ecoregion CIEM -

Puplished 30 June 2021

2021 — TAC 2022 Vetsion 2: 02 November 2021 a A Of iscav

7/

Sole (Solea solea) in divisions 8.a—b (northern and central Bay of Biscay)

ICES advice on fishing opportunities

ICES advises that when the EU multiannual plan {MARfacibaliastacoataceand adiacantyaters is applied, catches in
2022 that correspond to the F ranges in the plan are petween 1265 tonnes and 3097 tonnes.

Stock development over time

Fishing pressure on the stock is above Fusrbut below Fps; spawning-stock size is below MSY Btrigeer and between Bps and Biim. .
» TAC at MSY (Maximum
Catches Recruitment (age 2)
sustainable Yield)

Fishing pressure is above FMSY and
1 " || Biomass is below Btrigger
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Council followed Commission proposal

Figure 1 Sole in divisions 8.a-b. Summary of the stock assessment. Catches include discard estimates (no estimates between
2004 and 2015} and the assumed recruitment value for 2021 is shaded in a lighter colour. e
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Scientific advice is the basis

ICES Adwice an fishing apportunities, catch, ond effort |CE B L
Baltic 500 ecoregion mm—————
Publizhed 31 Moy 2024 EIEM .- as o

[ 2024 — TAC 2025

rring (Clupea harengus) in subdivisions 25—29 and 32, excluding the Gulf of Riga [central Baltic Sea)

ICES advises that when the EU multigonoug : B )
F ranges in the plan are betwgen 95 ilﬂ 1cnrrespnnd|ng to Fh.mm... E SSBmJMS'l' B.,u...] and 1215 3!4 tonmes
(corresponding to Fusy  SSBmes/ MY Bugee )

Central Baltic herring stock is caught in a fishery with the Gulf of Riga herring stock. This advice applies to all catches from _ .
the central Baltic herring stock in all areas where it occurs. @ 1

Mon-fisheries conservation considerations

The herring stock in the management area consists of several different spawning components that have been shown to be
genetically distinct. Differences in genetics and migration routes between spawning components and spatial differences in

arouctnity. For the time being. ICES has not identified any further comservation sctons. TAC at MSY (Maximum
Ce— sustainable Yield) lowest point

Fizhing pressure on the stock is below Fusy, and spawning-stock size is below MSY Baugge and between Bes and Bus.

Catches Recruitment (age 0] . . .
| Fishing pressure is below F,,s, and
;< i - biomass is below Byl
i - |
Y o] i
. |||| ..... 'I ..f.||.|._..|| |||| | )
A o i e s o e ! el 83.881 tonnes (95.340 tonnes minus
Relative Fishing Pressure Relative Spawning Biomass normal deductlons)
i N | Council followed the Commission
||:.' ::-/J‘-\“ : s | ey proposal
: " . - £ European
Commission
Figure 1 Herring im subdivisions 25-29 and rcliding the Gulf of Riga. Surmmary of the stock assescimes . e-series

of recruitment, fishing pressure and 5.pawmng -stock biomass are avaidlable in the Baltic Fisheries Assessment Working
Group (WGEBFAS) report [Table 4.2.11 in ICES [2024a])



Multiannual Plans: Impacts
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MAP Impacts
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Decrease in fishing
pressure: 91% of TACs
(in tonnage) set at MSY in |,
the North Sea and

Western Waters for stocks
solely managed by the EU
(data 2020)
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Biomass evolution of the target
stocks in NS and WW Plans

2022

European
Commission



© European Union 2024

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are
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