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MOTION FOR A EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT NON-LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION 

on the draft Council decision on the conclusion on behalf of the Union of the Partnership 

Agreement on Relations and Cooperation between the European Union and its Member 

States, of the one part, and New Zealand, of the other part 

(15470/2016 – C8-0027/2017 – 2016/0366(NLE) – 2017/2050(INI)) 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the draft Council decision (15470/2016), 

– having regard to the draft Partnership Agreement on Relations and Cooperation between 

the European Union and its Member States, of the one part, and New Zealand, of the 

other part1 (09787/2016), 

– having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with 

Articles 207 and 212(1), and in conjunction with Article 218(6)(a) and the second 

subparagraph of Article 218(8), of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 

(C8-0027/2017), 

– having regard to the Joint Declaration on Relations and Cooperation between the 

European Union and New Zealand, adopted in Lisbon in 20072,  

– having regard to its recent resolution on New Zealand of 25 February 2016 on the 

opening of FTA negotiations with Australia and New Zealand3,  

– having regard to the Agreement between the European Union and New Zealand 

establishing a framework for the participation of New Zealand in European Union crisis 

management operations, signed in 20124, 

– having regard to the Agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between the 

European Community and the Government of New Zealand, which came into force in 

20095, 

– having regard to the 22nd EU-New Zealand interparliamentary meeting (IPM), held in 

Brussels on 23 March 2017, 

– having regard to its legislative resolution of ... on the draft decision, 

– having regard to Rule 99(2) of its Rules of Procedure,  

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (A8-0333/2017), 

A. whereas New Zealand enjoys a close and historic partnership with the European Union 

and its Member States; 

                                                 
1 OJ L 321, 29.11.2016, p. 3. 
2 OJ C 32, 6.2.2008, p. 1. 
3 Texts adopted, P8_TA(2016)0064. 
4 OJ L 160, 21.6.2012, p. 2. 
5 OJ L 171, 1.7.2009, p. 28. 
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B. whereas the European Union shares common values and principles with New Zealand, 

including respect for democratic principles, human rights, fundamental freedoms, the 

rule of law, including international law, and peace and security;  

C. whereas the European Union remains New Zealand’s third largest trading partner and 

both sides maintain a wide range of economic and commercial interests; 

D. whereas the first resident EU Ambassador to New Zealand took office in September 

2016, marking the full transition to an autonomous European Union Delegation in New 

Zealand; 

E. whereas New Zealand enjoys good relations with a number of the EU’s closest partners, 

particularly with Australia and the United States; in this regard, notes the 2010 

Wellington Declaration establishing a strategic partnership framework between New 

Zealand and the United States, as well as the Closer Economic Relations (CER) 

Agreement signed with Australia in 1983; 

F. whereas New Zealand, a member of the OECD Development Assistance Committee 

(DAC), is a valued development partner and a key aid provider in terms of official 

development assistance (ODA) as a percentage of GNI, contributing to sustainable 

development and poverty reduction in developing countries for a fairer, more secure and 

more prosperous planet; 

G. whereas New Zealand is a member of the ‘Five Eyes’ intelligence alliance with the 

United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and Australia; whereas other EU Member 

States (France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, Sweden, Denmark and 

Spain) are part of the looser arrangement known as the ‘Fourteen Eyes’; 

H. whereas New Zealand has a special focus on developing relations in the Asia-Pacific 

region, particularly with China, Southeast Asia and Japan, and contributes to the 

regional stability of Southeast Asia and the Southwest Pacific; 

I. whereas an integrated Asia-Pacific region where New Zealand plays a prominent role 

contributes to a global value- and rule-based system and thus to the Union’s own 

security; 

J. whereas New Zealand is a founding member of the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF) and has 

a strategic partnership with ASEAN; 

K. whereas New Zealand has concluded bilateral free trade agreements with Australia, 

Singapore, Thailand, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia and South Korea, as well as 

the multilateral trade agreements of the Trans-Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership 

Agreement with Singapore, Chile and Brunei, the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Free 

Trade Agreement and the New Zealand Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Free Trade 

Agreement; whereas China and New Zealand are seeking to upgrade their trade 

agreements; 

L. whereas New Zealand is also a party to, and has ratified, the Trans-Pacific Partnership 

(TPP) deal and is an active party in the negotiations for the Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP); 
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M. whereas New Zealand was a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security 

Council (UNSC) for a two-year term from 2015 to 2016, during which time, with strong 

leadership and vision, it held the UNSC presidency on two occasions; 

N. whereas New Zealand is a long-standing member of the Organisation for Economic 

Cooperation and Development (OECD), the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the 

World Bank and the Asian Development Bank (ADB), and is a member of the newly 

established Shanghai-based Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB); 

O. whereas New Zealand has contributed to UN peacekeeping operations, including in 

Bosnia, Kosovo, Sierra Leone and Afghanistan; whereas in Afghanistan it led a 

reconstruction team in Bamyan Province, as well as training missions to help develop 

the Afghan National Army, in addition to contributing to the EUPOL Mission until 

2012 to assist in the restoration of law and order; 

P. whereas New Zealand has been conducting a non-combat training mission in Iraq since 

2015 with the aim of training Iraqi security forces personnel, as part of the fight against 

IS/Daesh; 

Q. whereas New Zealand was the first country in the world to adopt universal suffrage in 

1893; 

R. whereas New Zealand is a proponent of green production, particularly food, and has 

been promoting comprehensive global climate agreements within the UN Framework 

Convention on Climate Change, the implementation of the COP21 Paris agreement and 

effective mitigation action by all developed countries and major emitting developing 

countries, including through pioneering the establishment of a national emissions 

trading scheme; 

S. whereas New Zealand and the European Union cooperate in the promotion of 

sustainable development, resilience and mitigation to address the impact of climate 

change in the Asia-Pacific region, in particular by fostering the systematic use of 

renewable energy; 

T. whereas the European Union and New Zealand work together to promote sustainable 

development and to mitigate the impacts of climate change in the Pacific region, with a 

particular focus on the role played by renewable energy sources; 

U. whereas New Zealand contributes to the International Fund for Ireland, an organisation 

which works to promote economic and social advancement and to encourage and 

facilitate community dialogue and reconciliation; 

1. Welcomes the conclusion of the Partnership Agreement on Relations and Cooperation 

(PARC), which will provide a forward-looking political framework within which EU-

New Zealand relations and cooperation on sustainable development and a 

comprehensive range of issues will be developed even further for years to come in order 

to match new ambitions and aspirations; 

2. Supports the launch of the EU-New Zealand free trade agreement negotiations, which 

must be conducted in a spirit of reciprocity and mutual benefit, taking into account the 
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sensitivity of certain agricultural and other products; stresses that this is important to 

strengthen the political dialogue and improve cooperation on economic growth, job 

creation, trade and investment; 

3. Appreciates Prime Minister Bill English’s gesture of highlighting and reaffirming the 

commitment to special relations with Europe by making his first official foreign visit to 

the European Union, the European Parliament, London and Berlin in January 2017, only 

one month after his appointment as Prime Minister; 

4. Recognises the strong and historic bilateral relationships between New Zealand and EU 

Member States, including cultural, economic and people-to-people ties; 

5. Underlines the European Union’s cooperation with New Zealand on peace, security, 

regional stability in the Asia-Pacific region, agriculture, sustainable development, 

fisheries and maritime affairs, transport, humanitarian aid, sanitary measures, energy, 

the environment and climate change; 

6. Underlines the European Union’s cooperation with New Zealand on strengthening 

environmental and ocean governance, which is necessary to achieve the conservation 

and sustainable use of resources; 

7. Takes note of the EU-New Zealand science and technology cooperation roadmap on 

research and innovation; encourages further investment and new opportunities in 

scientific, academic and technology cooperation; 

8. Welcomes the PARC agreement’s articles on counterterrorism cooperation, particularly 

the commitments on exchanging information on terrorist groups and networks and 

exchanging views on preventing, countering and fighting terrorism and its propaganda, 

radicalisation and cybercrime, while ensuring the protection of human rights and 

respecting the rule of law; 

9. Highlights New Zealand’s participation in EU crisis management operations to promote 

international peace and security and its contribution to EUNAVFOR Atalanta anti-

piracy operations off the Horn of Africa, to EUPOL Afghanistan, and to EUFOR Althea 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina; 

10. Commends New Zealand’s long-standing commitment in the international coalition 

against terrorism; recalls that New Zealand can play a significant role in the fight 

against international terrorism in the Asia-Pacific region; is pleased that the country is 

already providing support to governments and NGOs in Southeast Asian countries 

against violent extremism and radicalisation; 

11. Recognises New Zealand’s role in co-sponsoring the UNSC Syria and Middle East 

Peace Process resolutions at the end of 2016 while it was a member of the UNSC; 

12. Welcomes New Zealand’s long-standing commitment to the International Criminal 

Court (ICC) and commends its efforts in favour of, and constructive contribution to, the 

development and effectiveness of the ICC as a means to strengthen peace and 

international justice; 
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13. Welcomes New Zealand’s ratification of the COP21 climate agreement and positively 

notes that more than 80 % of its electricity comes from renewable energy sources; 

14. Takes note of the EU-New Zealand Pacific Energy Partnership; calls on both parties to 

increase cooperation on sustainable energy in line with the UN initiative ‘Sustainable 

Energy for All’; 

15. Recognises New Zealand’s contribution to the protection, conservation and sustainable 

use of marine resources and to marine research; 

16. Believes New Zealand is an important partner in the cooperation on and protection of 

the environment in the Pacific region and in Antarctica; 

17. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 

European External Action Service, the Vice-President of the Commission / High 

Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the governments 

and parliaments of the Member States and the Government and Parliament of New 

Zealand. 
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