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Symbols for procedures

* Consultation procedure
*** Consent procedure

***I Ordinary legislative procedure (first reading)
***II Ordinary legislative procedure (second reading)

***III Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)

(The type of procedure depends on the legal basis proposed by the draft act.)

Amendments to a draft act

Amendments by Parliament set out in two columns

Deletions are indicated in bold italics in the left-hand column. Replacements 
are indicated in bold italics in both columns. New text is indicated in bold 
italics in the right-hand column.

The first and second lines of the header of each amendment identify the 
relevant part of the draft act under consideration. If an amendment pertains to 
an existing act that the draft act is seeking to amend, the amendment heading 
includes a third line identifying the existing act and a fourth line identifying 
the provision in that act that Parliament wishes to amend.

Amendments by Parliament in the form of a consolidated text

New text is highlighted in bold italics. Deletions are indicated using either 
the ▌symbol or strikeout. Replacements are indicated by highlighting the 
new text in bold italics and by deleting or striking out the text that has been 
replaced. 
By way of exception, purely technical changes made by the drafting 
departments in preparing the final text are not highlighted.
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the proposal for a decision of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 
Council Decision 2003/17/EC as regards the equivalence of field inspections carried out 
in Ukraine on cereal seed-producing crops and on the equivalence of cereal seed 
produced in Ukraine
(COM(2020)0137 – C9-0100/2020 – 2020/0053(COD))

(Ordinary legislative procedure: first reading)

The European Parliament,

– having regard to the Commission proposal to Parliament and the Council 
(COM(2020)0137),

– having regard to Article 294(2) and Article 43(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the 
European Union, pursuant to which the Commission submitted the proposal to 
Parliament (C9-0100/2020),

– having regard to Article 294(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

– after consulting the European Economic and Social Committee,

– having regard to Rule 59 of its Rules of Procedure,

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development 
(A9-0164/2020),

1. Adopts its position at first reading, taking over the Commission proposal;

2. Calls on the Commission to refer the matter to Parliament again if it replaces, 
substantially amends or intends to substantially amend its proposal;

3. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the 
national parliaments.
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Rapporteur suggest adopting this proposal without amendments because of the technical 
nature of this file. This proposal aim to update Council Decision 2003/17/EC that grants 
equivalence to certain non-EU countries as regards field inspections and production of seed of 
certain species that are carried out by Directives 66/401/EEC, 66/402/EEC, 2002/54/EC and 
2002/57/EC. The legal basis is the Article 43(2) of the TFEU.

So far, Ukraine is not on the list of countries benefiting from this equivalence; therefore, 
import into the European Union of cereal seeds harvested in that country is currently not 
possible. Ukraine has submitted to the Commission a request that Council Decision 
2003/17/EC covers its cereal seed as equivalent.

Following that request, the Commission has examined the applicable legislation of Ukraine 
and conducted an audit of the field inspections and seed certification system for cereal seed in 
place in Ukraine. The overall results of this examination were positive. Requirements and 
system in place are equivalent to the ones of the Union and offer the same assurance as to the 
Union's system.

This proposal is in line with the aims of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement because it 
will boost trade in seed that complies with the Union's rules.

As explained in the Commission’s proposal all conditions are met in order to grant the 
equivalence to the Ukraine.
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