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Motion for a European Parliament resolution on the Vatican’s interference in legislation 
governing marriage and divorce

The European Parliament,

– whereas when the Vatican’s judicial year was inaugurated on 28 January 2002, the Pope 
called for the civil and democratic legal system to be amended to make marriage 
indissoluble and counter the introduction of measures in favour of divorce and putting de 
facto unions, especially homosexual relationships, on an equal footing with marriage, and 
urged those working in the field of civil law, such as judges and lawyers, not to participate 
in divorce proceedings, because they are ‘contrary to justice’,

– whereas the separation of Church and State is a fundamental principle sanctioned by the 
constitutions of all the Member States of the Union, which has led to the recognition of 
fundamental rights and freedoms, such as the right to divorce,

 1. Stresses that the principle of the secular State implies the total independence of public 
institutions and their sphere of competence from ecclesiastical and religious influences 
and organisations;

2. Condemns the Pope’s statements as undue interference designed to subvert the principle 
of the impartiality of civil law and to make respect for specific religious precepts prevail 
over respect for acquired civil rights.


