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1-0001-0000
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MAANANTAI 16. JOULUKUUTA 2024
MANDAG DEN 16 DECEMBER 2024

1-0002-0000

IN THE CHAIR: ROBERTA METSOLA
President

1. Resumption of the session

1-0004-0000
President. -1 declare resumed the session of the European Parliament adjourned on 28

November 2024.

Dear colleagues, can I ask you to take your seats? Let’s start this last part-session of 2024. We have
some important decisions to take and some important things to say.

2. Opening of the sitting

1-0006-0000
(The sitting opened at 17:00)
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3.  Statements by the President

1-0008-0000
President. — First of all, dear colleagues, welcome back to Strasbourg.

I will start by saying that it is my pleasure to announce that on 1 January 2025, Romania and
Bulgaria will finally become part of the Schengen family.

(Loud applause)

With this historic decision, we are showing what a united Europe can achieve — bringing people
closer together, breaking barriers, and making the promise of Europe a little bit more real, a little
bit more tangible for everyone.

To our Romanian and Bulgarian friends and colleagues in this House: this is your victory. You
have worked so hard and for so long for this, and it is well deserved.

We, as a European Parliament, have always understood that a stronger Schengen means a safer
and more united Europe and this House is proud to have been your staunchest and most vocal
supporter on your journey. At last, you are now where you belong! Congratulations once again.

(Applause)

Dear colleagues, the European Parliament stands in solidarity with the people of Georgia, who
have taken to the streets of Tbilisi and across the country for two weeks now, peacefully and
passionately calling for a European future, flying the EU flag as water cannons rained down on
them.

To the people of Georgia: we see you, we hear you, and we stand with you.
(Applause)

This Parliament firmly condemns the repression of the Georgian opposition and the use of force
against peaceful protesters. These actions are incompatible with Georgia’s EU path. We call for
decisive action, including sanctions against those responsible for the violations, and we urge all 27
Member States to unite and reach an agreement on these measures.

We have invited President Salomé Zourabichvili to come to the European Parliament. We are
discussing with her to see how best to do it — what format it would take — and in this regard, I
would like to take the opportunity to thank our colleagues Sergey Lagodinsky, Rasa Jukneviciené,
Nathalie Loiseau, Michat Szczerba, Tobias Cremer, Reinier van Lanschot and Bernard Guetta, who
undertook a mission to Georgia last week. Thank you to all of you. You witnessed first-hand the
situation on the ground. Thank you for representing us. Together we stand with Georgia in its
journey towards Europe and our door will always remain open.

Dear colleagues, this session marks — many of you remember — six years since the terrorist attack
in Strasbourg that took the lives of five innocent people and injured many others. Among the
victims were two brave journalists who were part of the Europhonica team: Bartosz Niedzielski
from Poland and Antonio Megalizzi from Italy.

Their legacy is one of unwavering commitment to our European values and even in their final
moments, they displayed extraordinary courage in successfully preventing the attacker from
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entering a crowded area in the centre of Strasbourg. They are true European heroes, and I would
like us to remember them, I would like us to honour them, as we thank them for what they did.

(Applause)

Chers collegues, le cyclone dévastateur qui a frappé I'ille de Mayotte ce week-end a laissé sur son
passage chagrin et destruction. Des centaines de vies ont été perdues, des maisons ont été détruites
et des communautés ont été profondément ébranlées, mais elles demeurent debout. Nos pensées
accompagnent les victimes, leurs proches, ainsi que tous ceux qui font preuve d’un courage
exceptionnel dans cette épreuve si difficile. Mayotte, c'est I'Europe, et I'Europe ne vous
abandonnera pas. Nous sommes déterminés a vous apporter tout le soutien nécessaire.
Maintenant, je vous invite a vous joindre a moi, chers collegues, pour observer une minute de
silence pour toutes les victimes.

(L’Assemblée, debout, observe une minute de silence)

4.  Approval of the minutes of the previous sitting

1-0011-0000
President. — I would like to inform the House that I have received requests for points of order, so [
will ask you to indicate the Rule of Procedure that you will quote when presenting your point of
order.

1-0012-0000
Manon Aubry (The Left). - Madame la Présidente, merci pour ce rappel au réglement, sur la base
de l'article 117 sur l'association de notre Parlement a la signature d’accords internationaux.

Comme vous le savez, la semaine derniére, Ursula von der Leyen a annoncé la conclusion de
l'accord de libre-échange entre 'Union européenne et le Mercosur. Vous le savez, cet accord va
avoir des conséquences désastreuses sur notre agriculture, notre santé et la planete.

Mais il est d’autant plus inacceptable que cet accord soit imposé dans l'opacité la plus totale, au
mépris des régles de fonctionnement des institutions européennes. Comment expliquer qu'aucun
député de la commission compétente n’ait été informé? Que l'on nous ait refusé l'acces aux
documents de négociation? Que la Commission européenne prépare en catimini un changement
de base juridique pour contourner la validation des parlements nationaux?

Alors, chers collegues, nous ne pouvons accepter un tel passage en force. Nous ne pouvons
accepter que notre Parlement européen soit piétiné de la sorte. Il en va de la démocratie.

Je vous invite en conséquence a signer notre motion de censure de la Commission européenne
pour lui rappeler que, en démocratie, c’est le peuple qui fait la loi.

1-0013-0000
Assita Kanko (ECR).—Madam President, advocating for female genital mutilation is nothing
more than calling for violence. The fact that this can happen in mosques in Europe without
consequences says so much. It happened in the Netherlands. It is the women and girls who are
being abandoned and that makes me incredibly angry and sad.
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How is it that we still have to make so much effort today to achieve results against female genital
mutilation, to convince people that the call for such a thing by an imam or by anyone else is not
possible. Have we become such a cowardly, cruel society?

If you want to defend the basic rights of these young girls, you have to dare to confront the
behaviour and statements of the imam. We must support the many girls who are still subjected to
this horrible practice, and suffer the terrible consequences for the rest of their lives.

As a survivor of female genital mutilation myself, I find the ruling of the Dutch Council of State
after the statements of the imam a slap in the face. The call can incite families to mutilate girls, for
example, during the holy days and the imam has a lot of authority within the community to
encourage that.

The branch of Islam that he is representing does not have a place in Europe.

1-0014-0000
Rasmus Nordqvist (Verts/ALE). - Madam President, I would like to raise a point of order under
Rule 10(4) in the Rules of Procedure, which clearly states that Members shall not resort to
offensive language. More specifically, it concerns a debate we had last time we met here in
Strasbourg on recent legislation targeting LGBTQI people, where certain Members of this House
from the extreme right used both foul and defamatory language. I will always defend the right of
my opponent to disagree with me, but expect at the same time everybody in this House to do so
respectfully and without the need to defame others in words or actions.

As an LGBTQI person myself, I'm used to hate speech, I'm used to brushing it off and moving on.
But this debate stayed with me and I find it sad, worrying and unacceptable, in a debate
concerning often young and vulnerable LGBTQI people and the protection of rule of law and a
discrimination-free Union, that people in this House have used the language they did.

So I do hope, Madam President, that you will look into the matter and take action.

(Applause)

1-0015-0000
President. — Thank you, Mr Nordgvist, we indeed take this very seriously, and we are looking into
the matter as we speak.

1-0016-0000
Vladimir Prebili¢ (Verts/ALE). — Madam President, I will speak in Serbian language.

(The speaker spoke a non-official language)

(The President interrupted the speaker)

1-0017-0000
President. - You are not being interpreted, dear colleague. You need to speak an EU official
language.
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1-0018-0000
Vladimir Prebili¢ (Verts/ALE). — OK, I will say it in English. It was an accident that happened in
Serbia on 1 November this year, at 11:52. Fifteen people died. Two more were heavily injured. In
the meantime, there were mass protests running over the country. Instead of listening to what is
happening in the streets, the authorities employed Pegasus and other software to hear what are the
protesters talking about. So this is clear interference of the authorities in the freedom of speech. So
this is important to tackle.

1-0019-0000
Zeljana Zovko (PPE). — Madam President, I consider this as a real provocation because Serbia is
not a member of the European Union, and there is no Serbian language here.

1-0020-0000
Fabio De Masi (NI).-Madam President, I'm referring to paragraph 206 on the standing
committees. We were informed that there shall be installed two standing committees: one on
public health and one on defence. These two have been lumped together. We support, indeed, a
Committee on Public Health, but we firmly reject further armament and escalation in Europe.
That's why we want to ask for a separate decision on those two standing committees.

1-0021-0000
President. — The minutes and the texts adopted of the sitting of 28 November are available. Are
there any comments? I see that is not the case. Thereby they are approved.

5. Composition of Parliament

1-0023-0000
President. - Following the appointments of Christophe Hansen, Andrius Kubilius, Roxana
Minzatu and Henna Virkkunen as Members of the European Commission, Parliament takes note
of the vacancy of their seats from 1 December 2024 in accordance with the Rules of Procedure.

The competent authorities of Finland have notified me of the election of Sirpa Pietikdinen to the
European Parliament with effect from 1 December 2024.

The competent authorities of Romania have notified me of the election of Andi Cristea to the
European Parliament with effect from 2 December 2024.

The competent authorities of Luxembourg have notified me of the election of Martine Kemp with
effect from 3 December 2024.

The competent authorities of Lithuania have notified me of the election of Liudas Mazylis to the
European Parliament with effect from 5 December 2024.

[ wish to welcome our new colleagues and recall that you take your seats in Parliament in full
enjoyment of your rights pending the verification of your credentials.
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6. Request for the waiver of parliamentary immunity — closure
of procedure

1-0025-0000
President. — I have received a letter from the competent authorities in Denmark withdrawing the
request for the waiver of the parliamentary immunity of Anders Vistisen. The procedure is
therefore closed.

7.  Composition of committees and delegations

1-0027-0000
President. — The EPP and PfE groups and the non-attached Members have notified me of decisions
relating to changes to appointments within committees and delegations. These decisions will be
set out in the minutes of today’s sitting and take effect on the date of this announcement.

8.  Proposal for a Union act

1-0029-0000
President. - I would like to announce that, pursuant to Rule 47(2) of the Rules of Procedure, I
have declared admissible a proposal for a Union act repealing the directive on the energy
performance of buildings. This proposal is referred to the Committee on Industry, Research and
Energy.

9. Negotiations ahead of Parliament’s first reading (Rule 72)

1-0031-0000
President. — The EMPL and ECON committees have decided to enter into interinstitutional
negotiations pursuant to Rule 72(1). The reports which constitute the mandate for the
negotiations are available on the plenary webpage and their titles will be published in the minutes
of the sitting.

Pursuant to Rule 72(2), Members or political groups reaching at least the medium threshold may
request in writing by tomorrow, 17 December, at midnight, that the decisions be put to the vote. If
no request for a vote in Parliament is made before the deadline expires, the committees may start
the negotiations.

10. Negotiations ahead of Council’s first reading (Rule 73)

1-0033-0000
President. — Several committees have decided to enter interinstitutional negotiations ahead of the
Council’s first reading, pursuant to Rule 73 of the Rules of Procedure. The positions adopted by
Parliament at first reading which constitute the mandate for these negotiations are available on the
plenary webpage, and their titles will be published in the minutes of the sitting.
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11. Request for consultation of the European Economic and
Social Committee (Rule 151)

1-0035-0000
President. - I have received a request from the INTA Committee pursuant to Rule 151(2) to
consult the European Economic and Social Committee on trade-related aspects of the Draghi
report. This request for consultation will be deemed to have been approved unless, within 24
hours, a political group or Members reaching at least the low threshold request that it be put to the
vote.

12. Corrigenda (Rule 251)

1-0037-0000
President. — The LIBE and ENVI committees have transmitted a corrigendum to a text adopted by
the Parliament. Pursuant to Rule 251, this corrigendum will be deemed approved unless, no later
than 24 hours after its announcement, a request is made by a political group or Members reaching
at least the low threshold that it be put to the vote.

The corrigendum is available on the plenary webpage. Its title will be published in the minutes of
this sitting.

13. Order of business

1-0039-0000
President. — We now come to the order of business.

The final draft agenda as adopted by the Conference of Presidents on 11 December pursuant to
Rule 163 has been distributed. With the agreement of the political groups I wish to put to the
House the following proposal for changes to the final draft agenda. For Tuesday — tomorrow — a
Commission statement on 'The situation in Mayotte following the devastating cyclone Chido and
the need for solidarity’ will be added as the fourth item in the afternoon. As a consequence, the
sitting is extended to 23:00.

Therefore, dear colleagues, the agenda is adopted and the order of business is thus established.
Have a good afternoon.

1-0040-0000
(The sitting was suspended at 17:19)

1-0042-0000
PRZEWODNICTWO: EWA KOPACZ
Wiceprzewodniczgca

14. Wznowienie posiedzenia

1-0044-0000
(Posiedzenie zostato wznowione o godz. 17.23)



34 16-12-2024

15. Dzialalnos$¢ Europejskiego Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich —
sprawozdanie roczne za 2023 r. (debata)

1-0046-0000
Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego jest sprawozdanie sporzadzone
przez Alexa Agiusa Salib¢ w imieniu Komisji Petycji w sprawie dzialalnosci Europejskiego
Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich — sprawozdanie roczne za 2023 r. (2024/2056(INI))

1-0047-0000
Alex Agius Saliba, rapporteur. — Madam President, Madam Ombudsman, colleagues, first of all, let
me begin by expressing my gratitude to the shadow rapporteurs for their constructive
collaboration and also commitment on working together on this very important report.

I would also like to commend the remarkable work of Ms Emily O'Reilly and her team. The
importance of the European Ombudsman role in protecting citizens’ rights and strengthening
public confidence in all EU institutions cannot be emphasised enough. Over the past eleven years,
O'Reilly and her office have done an outstanding job in enhancing transparency, enhancing
accountability, enhancing the effectiveness of the EU’s administration.

In my report, I address a number of issues and highlight the work of the Ombudsman for the past
year.

First of all, the Commission’s maladministration due to systemic and significant delays in
processing requests for public access to documents is —and remains — a key concern. I stress in my
report that such documents may be in written form or paper or stored electronically. I also suggest
in my report to revise Regulation 1049/2001 on public access to documents, and recall several
instances where the Commission failed to grant access. For instance, regarding the EU’s soil, forest
and climate adaptation strategies or exchange of text messages between the Commission President
and the CEO of a pharmaceutical company.

The report stresses the importance of respecting fundamental rights in migration-related actions.
It emphasises the obligations of all EU institutions, all EU bodies, all EU agencies to uphold human
rights and fundamental freedoms. In this context, the report notes the Commission’s efforts to
conduct fundamental rights impact assessment for EU-funded migration management facilities.

The Parliament’s response to Qatargate, particularly the new Code of Conduct for Members of the
European Parliament on integrity and transparency, underscores the need for its proper
implementation and monitoring. I stress the importance of the Parliament and the Commission
consistently paying close attention to direct and indirect lobbying activities in order to identify
gaps and weaknesses that could compromise transparency, that could compromise
accountability.

The report highlights the risk of contflicts of interest arising from ’revolving door’ cases, where
senior staff of EU institutions or bodies transition to the private sector. It underscores the need of
the highest ethical standards, including transparency and public accountability. Furthermore, the
report raises concerns about the Commission’s interactions with the tobacco industry.

Transparency and functioning in EPSO selection procedures are vital to ensure a fair and inclusive
recruitment process, which is crucial for maintaining the integrity of the EU’s institutions. The
report urges selection tests when it comes to addressing EPSO issues and also ensuring that
technical requirements do not disadvantage candidates.
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The European Accessibility Act, adopted in 2019, was a vital step towards improving the life of
87 million persons with disabilities, facilitating access to essential services like transport, banking,
computers, television, e-books and online shops. Yet, despite the 2022 deadline, Member States
have failed to fully transpose it. Delays confirm the ongoing infringements that we have. The
violation of EU law undermines disability rights. I call on the Ombudsman to prioritise this crucial
issue with the UNCRPD framework to resolve it as a matter of priority.

Last but not least, [ am proud to stress that during the committee vote, the report received an
overwhelming majority supported by all political groups. This reflects our shared commitment to
enhancing the efficiency and the transparency of all EU institutions, bodies and agencies for the
benefit of all our citizens.

1-0048-0000
EMILY O’REILLY, European Ombudsman.—Madam President, Executive Vice-President Fitto,
good evening everybody and let me begin by thanking Rapporteur Saliba, the shadow rapporteurs
and the Petitions Committee for the early Christmas gift of their strong endorsement of our work
in 2023. As this is my last time presenting my office’s annual report, allow me to say that I am also
immensely grateful for the consistent support over the years from both the committee and
Parliament as a whole.

It has been a year of many changes, with a new Parliament and a new Commission. The decisions
you will take in the coming years will determine how the EU confronts an increasingly turbulent
and uncertain global order, a world overflowing with challenges ranging from the economy and
international trade to global security and potential climate catastrophe. The actions of the EU
institutions will also define how our Union lives up to the values that we talk so much about:
transparency, accountability, respect for the rule of law and the protection of fundamental rights.
Every decision taken must have the citizen, the public interest, front and centre, because it is in the
name of every EU citizen that you will make the policy and other choices here in this chamber and
throughout the EU administration.

In 2023, my office saw a slight rise in the number of complaints received and we opened more
inquiries than in 2022. Transparency and accountability accounted for the greatest proportion of
cases, followed by a culture of service on the part of the institutions and recruitment issues.

In March, Parliament unanimously approved my special report on systemic delays in the
European Commission’s handling of access to documents requests. This was my first special
report since 2018, when I had also asked for your support in ensuring transparency in the
Council’s legislative process. I took this rare step again, because of the serious negative effect that
long access delays can have on citizens’ ability to participate effectively in the decision-making
process and hold the EU institutions to account. I thank you again for your overwhelming support
and reiterate my call on the Commission urgently to deal with this matter.

In 2023, T also opened an own-initiative inquiry into how the Council, Parliament and the
Commission apply EU law and case law when it comes to public access requests for legislative
documents. While Parliament received too few access requests within the scope of my inquiry to
draw any meaningful conclusions, I found that the Council and the Commission applied the
exceptions under the EU access to documents law far too broadly. Their reasoning in many cases,
including arguments concerning the protection of legal advice or that disclosure of documents
could result in external pressure or public misinterpretation, have already been dismissed by the
European Court of Justice in cases taken to it over the last number of years.
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[ ask both institutions to disclose legislative documents promptly from now on and to refuse
access only in highly exceptional circumstances. ‘External pressure’ in particular is not a reason to
deny access, as it is an obvious and normal part of the democratic law-making process.

Talso criticised the Commission’s failure to ensure all its departments proactively publish details of
all meetings with tobacco lobbyists, as well as its failure to keep minutes of all meetings. I did,
however, welcome the fact that the Commission intends further to assess the exposure of its
departments to lobbying by the tobacco industry. It has now begun this assessment and provided
my office with some preliminary information. We look forward to hearing about the
Commission’s conclusions, as well as what further measures it intends to take to deal with the risk
of undue influence on EU decision-making from the tobacco industry.

Following the tragic drowning of over 600 people when the boat Adriana sank off the coast of
Greece in June 2023, I opened an inquiry into how Frontex fulfils its fundamental rights
obligations in search and rescue operations. I made some suggestions to Frontex to address
shortcomings around issues such as guidelines for emergency signals and ensuring that
fundamental rights monitors are sufficiently involved in decision-making on maritime
emergencies.

I ultimately concluded, however, that current rules leave the agency too reliant on Member States
to act when boats carrying people attempting to migrate or to seek asylum are in distress. My
inquiry revealed that as the tragedy unfolded, Frontex made four separate offers to assist the Greek
authorities by providing aerial surveillance of the Adriana, but that all of these offers went
unanswered.

In September 2023, I made a number of suggestions to ensure greater transparency and
accountability around the EUR 700-billion-plus Recovery and Resilience Facility. These included
asking the Commission to ensure that all Member States set up easy-to-use public portals
containing data on funding recipients and to encourage them to publish all national beneficiaries,
and not just the 100 receiving the highest amount of funding.

Given the unprecedented size and scope of the RRF, it is especially important that there is
accessible information available about the loans and grants it supports. In particular, the public
should be reassured that Member States are complying with the conditions attached to the
funding they receive.

I could not end this address without also mentioning the fourth edition of our Award for Good
Administration. I strongly believe that the role of an ombudsman should not only consist of
pointing out what needs to be improved in public administration, but also emphasising what
already works well. This award provides a great opportunity to do just that, by bringing much
deserved attention to some of the wonderful work being done by EU public servants. The overall
winner in 2023 was Eurojust and the Office of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court,
for their work on guidelines to help civil society collect and preserve evidence of international
crimes and human rights violations for future prosecutions.

As you know, my mandate as European Ombudsman is drawing very quickly to a close. During
my time in office, I have witnessed many positive developments in the EU administration. These
include increased transparency around legislative decision-making and EU trade policy, a
strengthened Code of Conduct for Commissioners, the creation of a Frontex complaints
mechanism for allegations of fundamental rights breaches, and greater awareness of the potential
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damage caused by 'revolving door’ moves. In addition, I am proud to be leaving behind an office
with an 87 % overall employee satisfaction rate, and I would like to thank all of my wonderful staff
for their outstanding work throughout these years.

This week, tomorrow in fact, you will elect my successor. There are six well-qualified candidates
and I feel confident that whomever you choose will further ensure the EU institutions operate in a
manner worthy of the public’s trust. I am also confident that you will provide them with the same
vital support that you have provided to me over these last 11 years.

1-0049-0000
Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission. — Madam President, honourable Members
of the European Parliament, dear Ms O'Reilly, I am very pleased to take the floor on the European
Parliament’s report and the resolution on the activities of the European Ombudsman in 2023. I
want to thank the rapporteur, Mr Saliba, the coordinators of the PETI Committee and all its
members involved for this annual exercise, providing the views of the European Parliament on the
issues that it considers noteworthy in the area of good administration.

As highlighted in the report in the resolution, the work of the European Ombudsman is crucial for
improving administrative practices and for promoting accountability, transparency and culture of
service. Through the inquiries conducted in 2023, the European Ombudsman addressed a
number of very important issues, such as transparency in the work of the institutions, respect for
the fundamental rights, respect for procedural rights, ethical issues and compliance with ethical
framework, accountability in the decision-making and the recruitment of EU civil servants.

This is essential for EU citizens, businesses and associations, and for an EU administration that
always strives to achieve the high standards of public services. The Commission remains
committed to continue doing so. The European Commission is the main addressee of the
European Ombudsman’s inquiries and initiatives, with 227 inquiries and initiatives out of 372
launched in 2023, representing 62.8 % of the total. These figures also reflect the fact that the
European Commission is the largest EU institution and has many interactions with EU citizens.

The Commission enjoys excellent cooperation and constructive relations with the office of the
European Ombudsman. The fact that it is very rare that an inquiry ends up with the final closing
decision of maladministration only in 4.8 % of the cases concerning the Commission — 11 cases in
total — is an indication that constant dialogue and mutual understanding can provide tangible and
concrete results.

I would like to use this occasion to thank the outgoing Ombudsman, Ms Emily O'Reilly, for the
excellent work she has done for citizens, businesses and associations and for our institutions in the
past 11 years. The Commission remains fully committed to act with due respect and the highest
responsibility towards citizens’ expectations and demands.

Whenever feasible, the European Ombudsman’s solution proposals, suggestions for improvement
and recommendations will continue to be taken into account and implemented by the
Commission. As usual, the European Commission will duly examine the European Parliament’s
resolution in the coming weeks and will reply to all the issues that concern the Commission,
including by providing the relevant updates. Madam President, I look forward to hearing the views
of the honourable Members and I thank you for your attention.
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1-0050-0000
Peter Agius, fisem il-grupp PPE. — Sinjura President, Ombudsman Ewropew, Emily O'Reilly, nibda
biex nirringrazzja I-hidma kbira tieghek. Fdin l-ahhar sena, biss biss kellna 398 complaint, inkjesti
mill-uffi¢¢ju tieghek. Nirringrazzja wkoll lill-istaff tieghek ghax hafna drabi naraw il-persuni fuq
quddiem, pero warajhom ikun hemm hafna, fdan il kaz, esperti amministraturi. Nirringrazzja lill-
kollegi, bhalma gal ir-rapporteur, li hdimna tajjeb hafna fil-Kumitat tal-Petizzjonijiet, u nahseb li
fil-hidma taghna dwar dan ir-rapport johorgu cari l-punti li nikkunsidraw vitali, li jghaqqduna. L-
ewwel nett, il-complaints li jsiru mic-cittadini huma I-pilastru tax-xoghol tal-Ombudsman
Ewropew. Huwa fundamentali li I-Unjoni Ewropea tghaddi messagg li hadd mhuwa 'l fuq mil-ligi,
lanqas l-istituzzjonijiet taghha stess li jridu jkunu soggetti ghal skrutinju fil-kaz ta’
malamministrazzjoni. Hekk irridu l-istituzzjonijiet jahdmu, billi jkollna front komuni; front
komuni kontra l-abbuz tal-poter, kontra l-abbuz tal-istat tad-dritt. Jiena nissottolinja x-xoghol tal-
Ombudsman, spec¢jalment il-kollaborazzjoni mal-Ombudsmans fuq livell nazzjonali, il-
kollaborazzjoni mal-istituzzjonijiet Ewropej, inkluz il-Kumitat tal-Petizzjonijiet, u importanti
hafna ninghaqdu fmessagg wiched dwar l-access ghad-dokumenti. Nahseb wasal iz-zmien li
nirrevedu r-regoli vigenti.

1-0051-0000
Sandra Gomez Lopez, en nombre del Grupo SED.— Sefiora presidenta, sefiorias, hoy venimos a
debatir el informe sobre la defensora del pueblo europea, una institucion clave en la transparencia,
la rendicion de cuentas y la proteccion de nuestros derechos. Quiero agradecerle a Emily O'Reilly
la extraordinaria labor que ha hecho en estos diez afios, asi como agradecer al compafiero Alex
Agius Saliba el trabajo que ha hecho realizando este informe.

Miren, precisamente en la realizacion de este informe hemos puesto otra vez encima de la mesa
una cuestion que es clave, la de la inmigracién. Quiero agradecer la valentia que tuvo la sefiora
O'Reilly para sefialar que Frontex, una agencia de las instituciones europeas, de la Comision, tenfa
importantes deficiencias que podian vulnerar los derechos humanos.

Por eso, sinceramente, no puedo entender como los Grupos PPE y PfE no han aceptado las
enmiendas de mejora para que no vuelva a ocurrir una desgracia como la del Adriana, en la que
murieron mds de seiscientas personas, y en cambio se aprueba una enmienda del Grupo PfE que
habla de que los derechos de los locales también existen, lo que es absurdo, es innecesario,
sefiorfas. Tenemos que defender los valores de la Union, que es una Unién mds justa y mads
humana.

1-0052-0000
Pal Szekeres, a PfE képviseldcsoport nevében.—Elnok Asszony! ElGszor is szeretnék koszonetet
mondani OReilly ombudsman asszonynak és munkatdrsainak az elmalt 11 évben végzett
aldozatos munkdjaért. 2023-ban is szdmos, igen fontos kérdéssel foglalkozott, amelyek
hozzdjarultak ahhoz, hogy novekedjen az EU-s intézmények tevékenységének atlathatosaga,
(példaul a dokumentumokhoz val6é hozzaférés nyilvanossdganak el@segitése révén), tovabba
csokkenjen a korrupcio lehetGsége (példaul a lobbizas szigoritdsa révén).

Mozgassériilt képvisel6ként szeretném kiilon megkdszonni Onnek, hogy a fogyatékossaggal €16
személyek jogaival kiemelten foglalkozott. Tobbek kozott segitett abban, hogy az unids szervek
maguk is végrehajtsdk az ENSZ-egyezményt, illetve hogy a tagallamok megfelelGen iiltessék at az
eurdpai akadalymentesitési irdnyelveket. A Peticids Bizottsag tagjaként meg tudom erdsiteni, hogy
a fogyatékos emberektdl szamos peticié érkezett, és ez abban is meg kell erésitse a kovetkezd
ombudsmant, hogy ezt a munkat, amit a fogyatékostigyben elkezdett az elédje, ezt folytatni kell.
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Ami a jovét illeti, a Patriota frakcid peticios bizottsdganak koordindtoraként fokozott figyelemmel
fogom a kovetkezd ombudsman munkdjat figyelni, és remélem, hogy a kovetkez6 ombudsman
véget vet majd a Parlamentben tapasztalhat6 politikai alapa diszkriminaciénak, hiszen ez éppuagy
tilos, mint ahogy a fogyatékossdgon vagy barmilyen mas alapt hdtranyos megkiilonboztetés is.
Ennek kapcsan hadd fejezzem ki sajndlatomat, hogy Saliba tr, a most targyalt jelentés el6addja,
egyetlen patri6ta modositot sem fogadott el. Taldn ez is ,cordon sanitaire*?

1-0053-0000
Kosma Zlotowski, w imieniu grupy ECR. — Pani Przewodniczaca! Pani Rzecznik O'Reilly! Bardzo
dzigkuje pani O'Reilly za to, ze stala przez 10 lat na strazy transparentnosci i uczciwosci unijnych
instytucji. Zwlaszcza ostatnia kadencja pokazala jednak, ze brak przejrzystosci procesu
decyzyjnego i korupcja to realne i wcigz nierozwiazane problemy. Zgadzamy si¢ z obawami
wyrazonymi przez Panig Rzecznik, ze wdrazanie i egzekwowanie zasad etycznych po aferze
Katargate w Parlamencie wcigz moze budzi¢ zastrzezenia.

Niezwykle wazng kwestia jest takze utrudniony proces dostepu do dokumentéw oraz decyzja, co
zaliczy¢ do tej kategorii. Korespondencja esemesowa przewodniczacej Komisji z szefem Pfizera w
sprawie unijnego kontraktu na zakup szczepionek przeciwko COVID-19 takze powinna by¢
publicznie dost¢pna. Ta kwestia wcigz wymaga pilnej uwagi i nadal niewlasciwie zostala
wyjasniona.

1-0054-0000
Michal Kobosko, w imieniu grupy Renew.—Pani Przewodniczaca! Panie Przewodniczgcy! Pani
Rzecznik! Jako koordynator Komisji Petycji z ramienia Renew Europe serdecznie dzigkuj¢ Pani
Rzecznik za ten ostatni rok. Sfowa uznania ze strony mojej jako polityka i obywatela, ale takze ze
strony calej naszej frakcji. Pani ogromny wklad w zwigkszenie przejrzystosci administracji, Pani
pochylenie si¢ nad sprawami obywateli dowodza, jak odpowiedzialng postawg Pani si¢ wykazata
zaréwno w tym roku, jak i w trakcie catej 11-letniej kadencji.

Europejski Ombudsman, tak jak rzecznicy praw obywatelskich w panstwach czlonkowskich,
musi by¢ jak najblizej i broni¢ kazdego obywatela. Ma by¢ rzecznikiem, adwokatem i
powiernikiem obywateli, ktérzy czasem gubig si¢ w unijnej biurokracji. Europejski Rzecznik Praw
Obywatelskich ma sprawiaé, by Unia byla blizsza Europejczykowi. To ogromne zadanie. O tym,
kto podejmie si¢ trudu, by to zadanie kontynuowac, zdecydujemy w tym tygodniu.

Spoczywa na nas, europostach, bardzo wazna odpowiedzialnos¢, by dobrze i madrze wybrad. Nie
kto bedzie lepszym politycznym wyborem, nie kogo chcielibysmy obdarowaé tym stanowiskiem.
Nie, my mamy wybrac osobe, ktora sprawi, ze Unia zagosci w domach naszych obywateli, a nie
gdzies daleko w gmachach Strasburga i Brukseli.

1-0055-0000
Gordan Bosanac, u ime kluba Verts/ALE.—Postovana predsjedavajuda, postovana
pravobraniteljice, pred nama zastupnicima je izvjestaj o radu Vaseg ureda za 2023. godinu.

To je ujedno i zadnji izvjestaj koji podnosite ovdje u Europskom parlamentu. Zato mi dopustite da
u ime grupe Zeleni/EFA ovim putem zahvalim za vas predani viSegodis$nji rad na zastiti ljudskih
prava, na zastiti vladavine prava i ja¢anja transparentnosti institucija Europske unije.



40 16-12-2024

Posebno Zelim istaknuti vasu odlu¢nost u radu na temama koje nisu jednostavne ni ugodne, ali su
kljune za ocuvanje demokratske kvalitete institucija i stjecanja povjerenja gradana. Niste
oklijevali da dirate i one koji su mozda mislili da su nedodirljivi i zato vam hvala.

Tako ste vrlo precizno i predano u svom mandatu radili na temi migracija. Posebno Zelim
istaknuti vas rad na uzasnoj tragediji utapanja preko 600 ljudi u havariji broda Adriana. I sami ste
govorili kako su vas te situacije duboko obiljezile. Radili ste i na temama zastite okolisa, posebno
vezano uz pristup informacijama u tom podrucju, gdje ste utvrdili ucestale nepravilnosti, tj.
osudili Europsku komisiju, koja ¢esto nije voljna dati pristup informacijama ili je odugovlacila s
odgovorima.

Uvjeren sam kako je va$ hrabar i profesionalan rad, koliko god bio izlozen nekim kritikama,
naposljetku ucinio institucije kvalitetnima. Sutra ¢emo izabrati novog pravobranitelja ili
pravobraniteljicu i na nama zastupnicima lezi odgovornost da ta osoba dosegne one kriterije i
standarde koje ste vi postavili.

Jos jednom puno vam hvala.

1-0056-0000
Marcin Sypniewski, w imieniu grupy ESN. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Szanowni Pafistwo! Szanowna
Pani Rzecznik! Rzadzacy podlegaja nieustannej pokusie naduzycia, ktérej ofiarami sa nasza
wolnos¢, nasz majatek i nasze bezpieczenstwo. Nie tylko przez ostatni rok, ale przez te ostatnie
wszystkie lata bronila Pani tych wartosci, walczac z wszechwladzg biurokratow oraz ujawniajac
niekiedy zakulisowe dziatania instytucji Unii Europejskiej, o ktérych ludzie mieli prawo wiedzie.

W ramach tej walki o przejrzystos¢ i uczciwos¢ wsrdd urzednikow ujawnila Pani miedzy innymi
potajemne rozmowy szefowej Komisji Europejskiej z przedstawicielami Pfizera w zakresie
zakupu szczepionek. Ponadto prowadzita Pani takze sprawe Katargate, doprowadzajac miedzy
innymi do uchwalenia nowych przepisow, ktore zobowiazuja do okazywania wigkszej jawnosci.

Nasuwa si¢ jednak pytanie, czy to wlasciwa droga, bo Ombudsman to mimo wszystko urzad,
ktory nadzoruje inne urzedy. Czy koniecznos¢ istnienia takiego nadurzednika nie $wiadczy o tym,
ze mamy do czynienia z nadmierng biurokracjg oraz centralizacjg? PowinniSmy zerwaé z tym
blednym kotem i odebraé biurokratom wiadz¢ nad naszym zdrowiem, wolno$cia i mieniem.
Zamiast zarzadzac biurokracjg, powinnismy ja wyciaé jak ztosliwy nowotwor.

W takim ujeciu dziatalno$¢ Ombudsmana jest jak plaster przyklejony na otwarte ztamanie. Mimo
tego w walce z wszechmocng biurokracja, ktéra nie cofnie si¢ ani o krok, bron w postaci
Rzecznika jest lepsza niz zadna. W imieniu grupy Europa Suwerennych Narodow chciatbym Pani
serdecznie podzickowal za te wszystkie lata ciezkiej pracy, cigzkiej walki z patologiami
biurokracji. Postawita Pani bardzo wysoko poprzeczke.

1-0057-0000
Michal Wawrykiewicz (PPE). - Madam President, thank you very much. Madam Ombudsman,
first, I would like to thank you for all of your commitment during the whole term of office. But
now I want to address two chapters of this annual report: first, fundamental rights, and second,
cooperation and communication with EU institutions.

Looking at the experience of my country, Poland, between 2015 and 2023, with the massive
devastation of the rule of law, independence of the judiciary — which is definitely one of the
fundamental rights of our Union — I would like to stress the role of the European Ombudsman in
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terms of putting pressure on the European Union institutions to respond quickly and firmly, using
all the instruments these institutions have at their disposal. I believe that the key to success in the
struggling for the rule of law is effectiveness of European Union institutions, and here I can see
also the role of the European Ombudsman.

1-0058-0000
Murielle Laurent (S&D).-Madame la Présidente, Madame la Médiatrice, chers collegues, ce
débat sur le rapport annuel d’activité de la médiatrice européenne est pour moi l'occasion de
féliciter Mme Emily O'Reilly pour I'immense travail accompli depuis pres de dix ans. Cela me
donne aussi I'occasion de la remercier au nom des citoyens européens pour sa ténacité, son
opiniatreté, sa rigueur et sa volonté absolue de transparence face aux plus hautes instances
européennes, des lors qu'il s’agit de garantir le fonctionnement de la vie publique, mais également
le respect de I'état de droit —état de droit dont le plus grand nombre en Europe ne semble pas se
préoccuper.

Ces qualités seront indispensables a son successeur ou a sa successeure, dont I'élection aura lieu
demain. Ce role, trop méconnu, est pourtant primordial pour faire vivre la démocratie européenne
et pour la protéger. Je souhaite vivement que le prochain médiateur ou la prochaine médiatrice
soit a la hauteur des enjeux, comme Mme O'Reilly l'a été.

1-0059-0000

Virginie Joron (PfE). - Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, Madame Emily O'Reilly, Monsieur
le Commissaire, d’abord je tiens a saluer 'importance et la qualité, chére madame, du travail que
vous avez réalisé depuis dix ans, et spécialement depuis 2020, année de la folie COVID-19 —je
salue a ce titre les 393 enquétes que vous avez ouvertes pour la seule année 2023.

La mauvaise administration est devenue le systéme. C'est ainsi que l'on dirige I'Europe, et I'on
semble penser que c’est normal. Des plaintes, des rapports, des auditions... mais une Commission
qui se contente de hausser les épaules et de continuer, comme si de rien n’était. Beaucoup
d’hypocrites ici critiquent Mme von der Leyen, mais lui font la bise et lui redonnent I'immunité
pendant cing ans. Ces magouilles politiciennes, les citoyens européens n’en veulent plus. Voyage
non déclaré d'Ursula en Grece, «Qatargate», «Pfizergate», multiples cas de pantouflage: les
scandales s’enchainent, et ils sont ignorés.

Comme médiatrice, vous avez ceuvré pour que la Commission européenne mette fin a ses
pratiques opaques, ses retards et ses copinage, en vain. Qu’a cela ne tienne: vous pouvez compter
sur nous pour demander des comptes a cette nouvelle Commission von der Leyen. Je salue vos
appels réitérés a ce que la Commission réponde aux demandes de justification et d’éclaircissement
qui lui auront été adressées — ce qu’elle n’a souvent fait que tardivement, voire aucunement. Vous
quittez votre fonction apres deux mandats, et les citoyens attachés a la transparence peuvent vous
dire merci.

Maintenant, j'espere que votre successeur poursuivra votre précieux travail. Je regrette aussi que le
rapporteur fictif ait finalement respecté le cordon antidémocratique imposé par 'axe PPE-S&D-
Renew-Verts/ALE, qui empéche d’améliorer ce rapport.

1-0060-0000
Bogdan Rzofica (ECR). — Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Rzecznik ! Panie Komisarzu!
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W 2023 roku dzialalno$¢ Europejskiego Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich, pani Emily O'Reilly byta
niezwykle istotna. Podobnie jak w poprzednich latach, zwlaszcza w kontekscie przejrzystosci i
odpowiedzialnosci unijnych instytucji. W mijajacym roku Pani Rzecznik prowadzita dochodzenia
dotyczace procesu decyzyjnego, legislacji sSrodowiskowej oraz wplywow stron trzecich, co miato
szczeg6lne znaczenie po wybuchu afery Katargate. Uwazam, ze dzialalno$¢ ta przyczynila si¢ do
zwigkszenia Swiadomosci na temat przejrzystosci Unii Europejskiej, zwlaszcza w sprawach takich
jak wymiana wiadomosci miedzy przewodniczacg Komisji Europejskiej a firma Pfizer w kwestii
szczepionek czy brak przejrzystosci w prawodawstwie Srodowiskowym. To, co zrobita Pani
O'Reilly, byto konieczne i zalezy nam na tym, zeby to zaufanie zbudowane takze przez Panig
zwigkszyl Pani nastgpca. Oby ten nastepca miat tyle sity co Pani w pokonywaniu rozlicznych
trudnosci, bo ta funkcja i Pani praca musza po prostu przynosi¢ pozytywne efekty dla Unii
Europejskiej.

1-0061-0000
Jana Toom (Renew).—Madam President, dear colleagues, Ombudsman, Commissioner, of
course, I do have my speaking points. I left them on the table because if you have 15 speakers,
everything was already said, right? So I will take a liberty to speak from by heart.

[ believe, Emily — sorry for calling you that — you might feel a bit like in the funeral. Everybody is
praising you here and for good reason. You did an outstanding job, and it was our privilege to
work with you. So [ believe that what we have to do, we have to draw our lessons, and there were
a lot of lessons, which we can go ahead with after working with you regarding transparency and
all these keywords we have already mentioned here, but the main challenge is to make the right
choice tomorrow, because Emily O'Reilly is really leaving behind pretty big shoes to fill.

And let’s, colleagues, make our choice, let’s be conscious and let’s think about O'Reilly’s legacy,
and fingers crossed that the next Ombudsman will be up to this task.

1-0062-0000
Alexandra Mehnert (PPE). — Frau Prisidentin, verehrte Kolleginnen und Kollegen Abgeordnete!
Was macht eine gute Biirgerbeauftragte, einen guten Biirgerbeauftragten aus?

Auf diese Frage gibt der heute vorgestellte Bericht {iber den Jahresbericht 2023 tiber die Tatigkeit
der Europdischen Biirgerbeauftragten einige Antworten. Die Biirgerbeauftragte ist die Stimme fiir
Biirgerinnen und Biirger; hier geht es um Vertrauen und um Sichtbarkeit. Denn leider ist das Amt
bislang bei Biirgerinnen und Biirgern nicht so bekannt. Das heifst nicht nur Zugang zu
Dokumenten und Transparenz, sondern direkter Kontakt zu den Menschen. Der Bericht, den wir
heute verabschieden, fithrt sehr richtig auf, wie wichtig der Kontakt in die Mitgliedstaaten ist—
iber Multiplikatoren, Zivilgesellschaft und Medien. Ich wiirde sogar sagen, der Kontakt in die
Mitgliedstaaten ist die wichtigste Aufgabe des Europiischen Biirgerbeauftragten.

Morgen wihlen wir im Europdischen Parlament das Amt neu. Es freut mich sehr, dass wir gleich
mehrere hoch qualifizierte und wirklich gut geeignete Kandidatinnen und Kandidaten haben. Wir
konnen aus den Erfahrungen der vergangenen Jahre lernen, was eine gute Biirgerbeauftragte
ausmacht: auch zukiinftig ein verstirkter direkter Kontakt zu den Biirgern.

1-0063-0000
Ana Catarina Mendes (S&D). — Senhora Presidente, Caros Colegas, Senhora Provedora de Justica
Europeia, quero, em primeiro lugar, saudd-la e juntar-me aqueles que, aqui, a felicitaram pelo
trabalho e pela coragem do trabalho que teve ao longo dos tempos.
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Quero também felicitar o relator pelo trabalho que nos apresenta e pela interven¢do que fez e
voltar a sublinhar a importancia deste relatério naquilo que na protegdo dos valores da justiga, da
transparéncia e da promogdo da boa gestdo dos recursos da Unido Europeia tem e vinca e
sublinha.

Mas queria, sobretudo neste relatorio sobre as atividades da Provedoria de Justica Europeia, saudar
a coragem, a bravura e a pertinéncia de falar sobre as questdes das migragdes e de falar do respeito
pelos direitos humanos destes cidaddos que procuram aqui um porto seguro. E, por isso mesmo, a
forma como formulou recomendacdes a Frontex deve ser sublinhada. Trata-se de direitos
humanos, Estado de direito, mas também daquilo que deve ser a nossa protegdo da inclusdo de
todos os cidaddos.

Que amanha saibamos estar a altura da responsabilidade na escolha que fizermos com o préximo
cidaddo e o proximo Provedor de Justica.

1-0064-0000
Cristian Terhes (ECR). — Doamna presedintd, dragi colegi, Emily O'Reilly meritd si trebuie si fie
ldudatd in Parlamentul European pentru ci si-a indeplinit atributiile in favoarea cetdtenilor Uniunii
Europene.

Am fost unul dintre cei care a sustinut alegerea acesteia in 2019 ca Ombudsman, iar activitatea
acesteia pe durata celor cinci ani de mandat a fost un exemplu de independentd, profesionalism si
determinare pe care trebuie sd il urmeze si urmatorul Ombudsman. Un exemplu de determinare a
fost ancheta pe care Ombudsmanul European a ficut-o cu privire la refuzul Comisiei Europene de
a publica mesajele text dintre Ursula von der Leyen si seful Pfizer, Albert Bourla, refuz catalogat de
Emily O'Reilly ca administrare defectuoasd sau maladministration.

In Romania, dacd un primar sau oficial public negocia in privat, secret, clauze contractuale pe
miliarde de euro, bani publici, era in puscarie, iar Romania ar fi fost datd ca exemplu eficient de
luptd impotriva coruptiei.

O felicit pe Emily OReilly pentru cd a avut curajul si perseverenta sd cerceteze acest
comportament abuziv al Ursulei von der Leyen, atunci cand alte institutii au tacut. Vd indemn sa
sustineti acest raport, mai ales Amendamentul 7, care solicitd publicarea tuturor contractelor
semnate de von der Leyen cu firmele producatoare de vaccinuri.

1-0065-0000
Cynthia Ni Mhurchii (Renew). — A Uachtardin, a Ombudsman, a chairde. Emily O'Reilly, an
tOmbudsman, atd ag dul as oifig. Ni bheidh a leithéid aris ann san Eoraip. Mar iriseoir croga den
scoth, thaispedin si On tis gur thuig si an géarghd a bhi agus atd le hiad sitd atd i gcumhacht a
choinnedil freagrach. O thosaigh si mar chéad Ombudsman mné san Eoraip, chruthaigh si is
chothaigh si trédhearcacht nios fearr agus eitic agus riarachan nios fearr ag leibhéal nua an-ard sna
hinstititid{ Eorpacha. Léirigh a cuid oibre crdga diongbhadilte ddinn: uimhir a haon, go bhfuil na
hinstititidi go léir anseo chun freastal ar mhuintir na hEorpa - sibhse sa ghailearai féachana ag
éisteacht. Uimhir a d6, nach féidir leis na hinstititid{ mi-tsdid a bhaint as na cumhachtaf atd acu
chun aimhleasa mhuintir na hEorpa. Throid si go tréan gan eagla gan chlaonadh ar son an chirt,
na cothromaiochta agus muinin indr gcérais. Ni raibh drogall ar bith uirthi seasamh suas do
shaordnaigh agus do thomhaltéiri an Aontais agus dul i ngleic le hinstitiGiidi méra cumhachta
amhail an Coimisiun. Nior ghlac si le 'ni hea’ go héasca. Comhghairdeachas, a bhean Ui
Raghallaigh.
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1-0066-0000
®pevne Mnelépng (PPE). —Kupia Tpoedpe, odeloviag mpog v ekhoyr] tou véou Eupenaiou
Arapiecohafnt, eivat TOAU GNHAVTIKO VOl CULQOVICOUE OTa EXEYYUN TIOU TIPETEL va SLEMOUVY Tr) dpdor
TOU.

[lpotov, va Py KAvel eKMTOOES o€ CTipata OnpoKpatiag, KpAtoug Okaiou kat avipomivev
JIKALOUATOV, AKOpT Kat OTav autd apopolv kpatr mou Bpickovtal oe evtatiakn mopeia. Xta {ytipata
autd dev Xwpouv ekmTOoelg. St Sk HOU TEPIMETELN, SUOTUXMG, OEV ELQAVIOTIKE TOTE aUTH 1|
guatodnola.

AglTepov, va Py UTOKUTTEL 0€ TIECEIG TOU €XOUV G 0T ToV aveEEAeYKTO SIKAIOUATIONO KAl Ve [V
epYaAELOMOLEITAL GTO OVOpA TNG KOwviag Twv moArtadv. Eidika oto petavaoteutiko, auto ouvefn katd
kOopov. Aev mpémel va Eavacupfel. Méxpt omypng autd mou PAémoupe fTav pia oTOXOMOINoN
OUYKEKPLHEVAY KPATOY HENGY [E VOHIKA TPOOXT|HATO KOl XWPIG OUGLAOTIKA OTOLYELd.

Qg Yeopog, hownov, o Euponaiog Atapecoaftic ogeilet va dpa pe faon tv eviohr tou, apeponmta
ko aveEaptnta. Qg eyyunti g vopupottag aAla kat e afomotiag ¢ Eveor|g pag.

1-0067-0000
Mohammed Chahim (S&D). - Voorzitter, wat ben ik blij dat we in Europa een ombudsman
hebben! Zeker wanneer we te maken hebben met overheden die de grenzen van de rechtstaat
opzoeken, mensen willens en wetens apart zetten en onze vrijheden en rechten niet als
vanzelfsprekend zien. Gelukkig hebben wij het instituut “Ombudsman” dat ons beschermt en ons
tegelijkertijd een spiegel kan voorhouden.

Een voorbeeld hiervan is migratie, waar het debat steeds feller en feller wordt. Je zou bijna
vergeten dat het om mensen gaat en dat die mensen gewoon rechten hebben. Terecht dat de
Ombudsman daarom de afgelopen jaren verslag deed van Frontex en de Europese grenspolitie en
hen opriep om de fundamentele rechten van migranten beter te beschermen.

Precies daarom hebben wij een ombudsman nodig. lemand die los staat van de publieke opinie en
oog houdt voor wat echt telt: mensenrechten, transparantie en vooral een eerlijke overheid. lk
hoop echt dat wij dat instituut nog meer waarde gaan toedragen en waardigheid gaan geven. Want
het is belangrijk om een onafhankelijk iemand te hebben die opkomt voor mensen en ons af en
toe een spiegel voorhoudt.

1-0068-0000
Adridn Vazquez Lazara (PPE).-Sefiora presidenta, sefior vicepresidente, sefiora O'Reilly,
mafiana elegimos a quien le sucedera para los proximos cuatro afios como titular del Defensor del
Pueblo Europeo, una institucién clave en la proteccion de los derechos de los ciudadanos
europeos y de los valores fundamentales de nuestra Unién.

La democracia y el Estado de Derecho no solo constituyen el sistema que rige nuestra
organizacion politica, sino que también son elementos centrales de nuestra identidad, y por esta
raz6n tenemos que tomarnos muy en serio la labor que realiza el Defensor del Pueblo Europeo.
Este organismo acttia como puente entre los europeos y sus instituciones, partiendo de la premisa
de que, al igual que no hay democracia sin separacién de poderes o igualdad ante la ley, tampoco
puede haber democracia sin transparencia ni rendicién de cuentas.
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Sin embargo, y a pesar del gran trabajo que ha hecho usted, esa instituciéon adn tiene mucho
trabajo por delante. Durante la pasada legislatura, muchos europeos acudieron a este organismo
con la esperanza de resolver dudas sobre procedimientos iniciados por la Comisién Europea en
casos que afectan directamente a sus derechos fundamentales. Un ejemplo es el alto nimero de
solicitudes presentadas por ciudadanos espaifioles para conocer el estado del procedimiento
iniciado por la Comision sobre la ley de amnistia. Por ello, pido que el proximo candidato refuerce
los niveles de transparencia y rendicién de cuentas de la Unién.

1-0069-0000
Evin Incir (S&D). - Madam President, first and foremost, [ want to start by thanking you for your
vital work, EU Ombudsman O'Reilly. In these challenging times of backlash against fundamental
rights and democratic erosion your role as a strong EU Ombudsman with integrity has been
crucial.

Transparency and access to documents are essential for democracy, protecting against corruption
and authoritarianism. Unfortunately, the Commission and many Member States have consistently
failed to meet these expectations. The Commission has excessively restricted access to documents
and missed legal review deadlines in 85 % of cases. Even President von der Leyen has denied public
access to SMS communication with a pharmaceutical CEO, overlooking that content defines a
public document, not the medium. Even a pigeon — a message sent by pigeon — would and should
have been seen as a public document.

It's disheartening that Member States refuse to resume negotiations on the regulation of access to
documents. The situation undermines the trust in the public institutions. It undermines the trust
in democracy.

Once again, | want to say thank you for...

(The President cut off the speaker)

1-0070-0000
Regina Doherty (PPE). - Madam President, with democratic accountability under threat right
across the world, including in some of our own Member States, I believe the role of the European
Ombudsman has never been more important. EU citizens must feel that the institutions are not
above scrutiny. And that is why I want to thank my own Irish colleague, Emily O'Reilly, for the
service that she has given in this role for the last 11 years.

Emily has given her absolute all to uphold democracy, enhance accountability and ensure that the
abuses of power in EU institutions, including in this Parliament, do not get dismissed as 'It’s just
the way things are done’. Because I know there are citizens across the Union in every Member
State who are extremely grateful to Emily for her work that she did on their behalf over three
mandates. But that work is never complete and there is still much more to do.

The Commission in particular needs to become much better at giving public access to the
legislative documents within a reasonable time frame, as she outlined, and I am sure that will be
for our next EU Ombudsman and I want to wish them all the best of luck tomorrow. But
Commissioner, after 11 years of outstanding service of a fine Irishwoman and three of our
candidates tomorrow being women, maybe it's about time we changed the name of the role to
'Ombudsperson’.
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1-0071-0000
Michal Szczerba (PPE).-Pani Przewodniczgca! Pani Rzecznik! To bardzo wazna debata na
temat sprawozdania za rok 2023, ale chcg¢ wykorzystaé okazje, zeby zwrdci¢ uwage na role
Europejskiego Rzecznika Praw Obywatelskich w obronie naszych wspélnych wartosci, jakimi sg
przejrzystos¢, bezstronnos$¢ i praworzadnosé. Chcialbym zwréci¢ uwage réwniez na to, ze
potrzeba jest wigkszej widocznosci tego urzedu. W przysztosci bedziemy na tej sesji Parlamentu
wybiera¢ nowego rzecznika lub nowa rzeczniczke.

Chce powiedziel, ze bardzo wazng role odgrywa wspdlpraca z organizacjami pozarzagdowymi.
Kazdy obywatel i kazda obywatelka majg prawo zlozy¢ skarge. Ale chcg zwrdci¢ uwage na
konieczno$¢ wspolpracy z organizacjami pozarzagdowymi zajmujacymi si¢ interesami osob
starszych, interesami os6b z niesamodzielnoscig, niepelnosprawnoscia, w kryzysie bezdomnosci.
Réwniez istotng nowa rolg rzecznika powinno by¢ zwrdcenie uwagi na kwestie migracji i azylu.

1-0072-0000
Zgloszenia z sali

1-0073-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D). - Doamna presedintd, incep si eu prin a va felicita, doamna Ombudsman,
pentru cei zece ani de munca si ati ramas si rimaneti un reper pentru curaj, foarte multd tenacitate
si asumare in analiza i in activitatea pe care ati ficut-o. Dar vreau sd ma adresez domnului
comisar.

Domnule comisar, ati observat cd toatd lumea a liudat Ombudsmanul si a criticat Comisia.
Dumneavoastra erati un critic al Comisiei din punct de vedere al lipsei de transparentd. Eu sper,
domnule comisar, cd ii veti transmite doamnei presedintd a Comisiei §i veti sprijini noul
Ombudsman in sfarsit, sd inteleagd ca atdt Ombudsmanul, cat si Parlamentul au dreptul, dar si
obligatia de a cere explicatii Comisiei atunci cAnd dd dovada de lipsa de transparenta.

Este foarte important sda intdrim, de asemenea, legatura Ombudsmanului European cu
ombudsmanul statelor membre. Sunteti un exemplu si poate ar trebui ca acest raport al activitatii
dumneavoastrd sd ajungd la toti ombudsmanii din cele 27 de state, pentru cd avem nevoie de o
legdturd mai stransa. Cetdtenii au nevoie sd cunoascd mai bine activitatea Ombudsmanului si sa
poatd apela pentru cd, pand la urma, democratic, avem nevoie de acest mediator.

1-0074-0000
Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR). — Arvoisa puhemies, kun meilld on niin valtava vallankéyttdja kuin
EU, silld jos jollain pitdd olla vallan vahtikoiria. Tassd himmelissd vahtikoirille nimittdin riittaa
alahdettavad. Mitd me olemmekaan nahneet viime vuosien aikana EU:n huipulla? Esimerkiksi
miljardien  eurojen arvosta tehtyji kauppoja, joita on toteutettu  tekstiviestein.
Tilintarkastustuomioistuin on tehnyt toistuvasti 1oydoksid, jotka paljastavat, kuinka tdssd EU-
suossa rahaa kiytetddn jatkuvasti vddrin. Viime kaudella luotu elpymispaketti on paljastunut
vadrinkdytosten kannalta piilevaksi pommiksi. Ja vieldko joku ihmettelee, mikseivit kansalaiset
luota EUthun? Neuvoni EU-eliitille on, ettd dlkad pelastyko EU-kritiikkid. Kuunnelkaa sitd tarkalla
korvalla ja ottakaa opiksenne. Siten EU:sta saattaa tulla huomenna parempi kuin mitd se on
tandan.

1-0075-0000
Jodo Oliveira (The Left).—Senhora Presidente, comeco por saudar a Senhora Provedora
Europeia e o relatério que nos apresentou sobre o trabalho realizado em 2023, que é um
belissimo retrato daquilo que ¢ a realidade hoje na Unido Europeia, daqueles a quem se permite
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que tudo facam e daqueles que sdo duramente prejudicados pela realidade europeia, pela Unido
Europeia e pelas suas politicas.

Destaco dois aspetos do relatério apresentado pela Senhora Provedora: um relativo aos escandalos
bancdrios e outro relativo as migracoes.

A forma como a Provedoria Europeia interveio nas queixas feitas sobre a atuagdo de autoridades
bancdrias e financeiras, incluindo o impacto dos escandalos financeiros, como o do Banco Popular
ou o escandalo das taxas LIBOR, mostra como a banca pode fazer tudo aquilo que entende em
prejuizo dos cidaddos, com os cidaddos a assumirem essas consequéncias e, com grandes
dificuldades, as autoridades a impedirem esse tipo de praticas.

Simultaneamente, a intervengdo da Provedoria Europeia em matéria de migracdes em relacdo a
violéncias e abusos contra migrantes e refugiados e em relacdo a praticas ilegais de devolugdes
forcadas ou a outras praticas da Frontex que sdo criticadas pela Provedoria Europeia. Essas,
inevitavelmente, fazem uma marca na vida dos migrantes. Esta ¢ uma marca de desigualdade da
Unido Europeia.

1-0076-0000
Lukas Sieper (NI).—Madam President, dear people of Europe and dear secretaries of the Vice-
President. The European Ombudsman is an institution of transparency, and while the annual
report of 2023 shows how important this institution is given the fact that 372 proceedings have
been concluded, it also shows us the price of transparency. It is not for free — it takes the involved
institutions some bravery, because what stands in the way of transparency is mostly the thought
that things always have been like that.

If, for example, a Member of this Parliament uses the freedom of his mandate to record from
inside this plenary and thereby give the people a unique insight to the proceedings of this House,
this, of course, is also a disturbance to the way that things have been. But if you ask me,
transparency is always worth that disturbance.

Dear colleagues, let us do everything in our power to strengthen the European Ombudsman even
turther.

1-0077-0000
(Koniec zgloszeti z sali)

1-0078-0000
Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission.—Madam President, honourable
Members, dear Ms O'Reilly, thank you for all your interesting interventions.

Good administration is not only a concept — it is a right enshrined in the Treaties and the Charter
of Fundamental Rights. The demands and the needs from EU citizens, businesses and associations
for transparent, accessible and efficient EU institutions based upon principles — notably of non-
discrimination, impartiality, objectivity and fairness — are therefore legitimate, reasonable and
valid. This is why cooperation between the European Ombudsman and the EU institutions is of
key importance.

The report and the resolution of the European Parliament on the activities of the European
Ombudsman in 2023 highlighted several areas where the institutions have done their job and
others where improvements can be realised. It is our duty to strive to improve the way we operate,
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in line with the principle of good administration, in the interests of the EU citizens and the
interests of the European Union.

As already mentioned in my introductory remarks, the Commission will now assess in detail the
issues raised in your resolution and during today’s debate and will respond in the next weeks.
Thank you for your attention.

1-0079-0000
EMILY O’REILLY, European Ombudsman.—Madam President, dear Members, thank you very
much for all of your kind words and your observations. If it is feeling a bit like my funeral, as
Madam Toom said, it’s a very nice one. I'm sure my successor will pay attention to everything that
you have said today and listen to your priorities and those issues that you have taken particular
interest in.

As I have said many times before, the support of Parliament for an EU Ombudsman’s work is both
vital for and intrinsic to its capacity to be successful in its work. We both have the task of holding
the executive to account, and that implies a shared sense of values and a shared concern for the
citizens of the European Union, whose lives are determined in so many ways by what happens in
this Chamber and in the offices and meeting places of the other institutions, agencies, offices and

bodies.

Over the last eleven years, whenever I have asked for the support of this Parliament, I have
received it, and it is that that I have relied on when challenges arose and your institutional strength
was needed to assist me in overcoming them. I thank you again for that.

Such successes as I have had in those eleven years have also been built on my belief in belief itself.
Institutions such as the European Parliament have enormous power, and even my small office,
inspired by my own strong belief in its capacity to make positive change within the European
administration, has considerable power if we choose to internalise a deep awareness of that
potential and how we can use it.

This Parliament is directly elected by the people, and that legitimacy confers upon you both great
power and great responsibility. Tomorrow you will elect my successor, and I wish you well in that
important task. Whoever is chosen will have the legitimacy conferred precisely because of their
election by you, by this institution, and that, too, will be a source of great strength to them, and
will also confer great responsibility.

It has been an honour and an immense privilege to have served in this role. I will leave you with a
few words of farewell in my native Irish language. They come from an old Irish blessing, wishing a
traveller well as they embark on a journey, just as I wish you all well as you continue on yours.

Go n-¢irf an boéthar leat. Go raibh an ghaoth go brach ar do chil. Go lonrai an ghrian go te ar
d’aghaidh. Go dtite an bhdisteach go min ar do phdirceanna. Go raibh mile maith agaibh go léir
agus slan.

1-0081-0000
Alex Agius Saliba, rapporteur. — Sinjura President, jidher illi bhala Parlament ninsabu kollha fuq I-
istess opinjoni fejn jidhol l-importanza tat-trasparenza, fejn jidhol l-importanza li jkollna aktar
kontabilita fl-istituzzjonijiet Ewropej. U fl-ahhar mill-ahhar, il-gruppi kollha wasslu messagg,
illum, illi huma kollha herqana sabiex ghada fil-vot importanti li ha jkollna hawnhekk fil-
Parlament Ewropew, ikollna kontinwazzjoni tax-xoghol mill-aqwa li ghamlet 1-Ombudsman



16-12-2024 49

Emily O'Reilly matul dawn l-ahhar snin. L-Ombudsman il-gdid m’ghandux biss jaghmel u jwettaq
dak illi wettqet -Ombudsman prezenti, imma ghandu jara li I-hidma tieghu tkun relatata wkoll
ma’ sfidi godda, ma’ sitwazzjonijiet illi geghdin jinbidlu b’'mod rapidu hafna hawnhekk fuq bazi
Ewropea fil-mod kif jahdmu l-istituzzjonijiet sabiex naraw illi nkunu nistghu niggieldu l-kunflitti
ta’ interess, inkunu nistghu ninfurzaw b'mod aktar b’sahhtu l-istandards taghna, imma wkoll billi
naraw illi l-uffi¢c¢ju tal-Ombudsman ikompli jservi bhala dak il-pont, pont importanti bejn i¢-
¢ittadini u l-istituzzjonijiet Ewropej. U allura ghada hija gurnata importanti hafna, mhux biss
ghaliex ha nkunu qeghdin napprovaw l-ahhar rapport ta’ hidma ta’ Emily O'Reilly wara hdax-il
sena, imma wkoll ghaliex ha nkunu qeghdin naghzlu ahna, u ghandna din l-opportunita u x-xorti
sabiex naghzlu s-successur illi ha jkun gieghed jokkupa din il-pozizzjoni tant importanti.
Pozizzjoni li, kif diga ghidt, hija importanti sabiex fost ohrajn naraw ukoll illi d-drittijiet tal-
persuni b’dizabilita fuq bazi Ewropea jigu rrispettati u dawn id-drittijiet ma jibqghux biss drittijiet
sbieh miktuba sbieh fuq il-karta. U allura nappella lilkom ilkoll sabiex fl-ghazla li ha tkunu
geghdin taghmlu ghada, izzommu fmohhkom ix-xoghol illi ghamlet Emily O'Reilly u naghmlu
ghazla tajba sabiex naraw illi I-kontabilita u t-trasparenza fuq bazi Ewropea tibqa’ tissahhah.

1-0082-0000
Przewodniczaca. — Zamykam debat¢ nad tym punktem porzadku dziennego.

Glosowanie odbedzie si¢ jutro, 17 grudnia 2024 r.

Oswiadczenia pisemne (art. 178)

1-0083-0000
Marc Angel (S&D), in writing. — The European Ombudsman has a key role when it comes to
ensuring transparency and accountability of the EU administration.

This PETI annual report is the last under the outgoing Ombudsman Emily O'Reilly, whom I want
to thank for the remarkable and tireless work of the past eleven years.

Accountability, transparency, compliance with fundamental and human rights obligations are
some of the elements investigated by the Ombudsman in 2023. Such values are the cornerstone of
our Union and I am glad that the Ombudsman’s recommendations helped to improve the
functioning of our institutions with tangible results.

Citizens expect an ‘open, modern and service-minded’ EU administration, but unfortunately, a lot
still has to be done to achieve the highest possible standards.

Particularly worrying are the systemic and significant delays in how the Commission handles
requests for public access to documents. Regrettably, other EU institutions have been facing the
same issue, which is a sign of widespread structural problems.

[ also welcome the assessment regarding ethical issues in the EU institutions and the concerns on
the implementation of the new rules on transparency.

Transparency lies at the basis of the citizens’ trust and we need to maintain high accountability
and ensure proper enforcement.
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16. Regionalne wsparcie na rzecz odbudowy w sytuacjach
nadzwyczajnych - RESTORE (debata)

1-0085-0000
Przewodniczaca. — Kolejnym punktem porzadku dziennego jest sprawozdanie sporzadzone
przez Andrzeja Bule i Younousa Omarjee w imieniu Komisji Zatrudnienia i Spraw Socjalnych
oraz Komisji Rozwoju Regionalnego w sprawie wniosku dotyczacego rozporzadzenia Parlamentu
Europejskiego i Rady w sprawie RESTORE — regionalnego wsparcia na rzecz odbudowy w
sytuacjach nadzwyczajnych, zmiana rozporzadzenia (UE) 2021/1058 i rozporzadzenia (UE)
2021/1057 (COM(2024)0496 - C10-0147/2024 - 2024/0275(COD)) (A10-0031/2024).

1-0086-0000
Andrzej Bula, Sprawozdawca. — Pani Przewodniczgca! Panie Komisarzu! Szanowni Panstwo! Na
wstepie chcialbym wyrazi¢ serdeczne podzigkowania pod adresem oséb i instytucji, dzigki
ktorym moge dzisiaj sta¢ na mownicy i przedstawic to sprawozdanie. Przede wszystkim dzigkuje
mojemu wspolsprawozdawcy, kontrsprawozdawcom, Komisji Europejskiej oraz panstwom
cztonkowskim.

Temat, o ktérym moéwimy, jest dla mnie niezwykle wazny, réwniez ze wzgledéw osobistych.
Pochodze¢ i Zyj¢ w regionie, ktory byl jednym z najbardziej dotknigetych wrzesniowa powodzia.
Katastrofy naturalne przychodza nagle i w sposéb nieprzewidziany, a ich skutki nie konczg si¢
wraz z opadnigciem wody czy ugaszeniem pozaru. Wcigz odwiedzam te miejscowosci, widze
smutek i bezradno$¢ ludzi. To z mysla o nich, w duchu solidarnosci pracowaliémy nad
rozporzadzeniem RESTORE. Zgodzilismy si¢ na zastosowanie wyjatkowej procedury, tak zwanej
szybkiej Sciezki, nie sktadajac poprawek do wniosku Komisji, aby maksymalnie przyspieszy¢
przyjecie rozporzadzenia i aby pomoc dla poszkodowanych dotarta jak najszybciej.

Uwazam tez, ze powinniSmy przyja¢ te drobne poprawki, ktére w swoim stanowisku
zaproponowala Rada. Chcg w tym miejscu podzigkowaé mojemu wspdtsprawozdawcy oraz
wszystkim grupom politycznym za zgode w tej kwestii i za wspotprace. To dowdd, ze Parlament
Europejski moze by¢ bardzo skuteczny, jesli chodzi o pilne i wazne sprawy, jest w stanie wyjs¢
poza swoje wewnetrzne podzialy polityczne. To réwniez silny sygnal wsparcia, ktéry wysylamy
dotknigtym spotecznosciom.

Zmiany, ktére bedziemy jutro przyjmowac, dotycza trzech funduszy: Europejskiego Funduszu
Rozwoju Regionalnego, Funduszu Spéjnosci i Europejskiego Funduszu Spotecznego Plus. Wazne
jest, ze nie méwimy tu o nowym budzecie, lecz jedynie o mozliwosci przesunigcia 10% z obecnie
przyznanych funduszy na programy operacyjne. W przypadku mojego regionu, Opolszczyzny,
chodzi 0 96 milionéw euro. Kolejnym istotnym punktem jest finansowanie na poziomie 95% ze
srodkow europejskich. To znaczna kwota, ale jednoczesnie zabezpieczona mechanizmem
kontroli nadplaty. Dodatkowo przewidujemy zaliczki w wysokosci 25%, co wychodzi naprzeciw
potrzebom lokalnych samorzadéw. Zgadzam si¢ réwniez z moimi kolegami, Ze ta pomoc musi
by¢ jednorazowa, a jej ograniczenie w czasie ma swoje uzasadnienie.

W Parlamencie zakonczymy jutro procedowanie, jednak w poszkodowanych regionach ta praca
nadal trwa. W ciggu szeSciu miesigcy panstwa czlonkowskie bedg musialy stworzyé nowy cel
szczegbtowy dotyczacy RESTORE, a nastgpnie projekty inwestycyjne. Jestem przekonany, ze
przyjmujac proponowane rozwigzania, pokazemy, ze Unia Europejska potrafi reagowac szybko,
elastycznie i dostarczy¢ realng pomoc tym, dla ktérych tu jestesmy — naszych obywateli. Apeluje
wiec do wszystkich panstwa o poparcie poprawki oraz sprawozdania w jutrzejszym glosowaniu.
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1-0087-0000
Younous Omarjee, rapporteur. — Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Vice-Président exécutif — cher
Raffaele Fitto —, ce week-end s’est abattu sur Mayotte un cyclone d’'une ampleur inédite depuis
quatre-vingt-dix ans, et, vous l'avez entendu, la Présidente du Parlement européen, Roberta
Metsola, a exprimé au nom de toute notre institution la solidarité du Parlement européen.

Le dispositif que nous allons adopter demain permettra lui aussi de venir en aide a Mayotte d’une
maniere inédite, comme il viendra porter aide a la reconstruction de la région de Valence et de
toutes les régions d’Europe centrale et orientale qui ont été dévastées par de récentes inondations
en 2024, ainsi qu'il nous permettra de couvrir les catastrophes naturelles qui surviendraient
en 2025. Le Fonds social européen viendra financer la distribution d’aides alimentaires d’urgence,
mais aussi des aides directes aux PME et des mesures de chomage partiel. Quant au Fonds
européen de développement régional, il financera la construction des infrastructures touchées.

Jamais dans I'Union européenne nous n’avions mis au point un tel dispositif, aussi complet et aussi
rapide. Cela fait de trés nombreuses années —notamment lorsque jétais président de la
commission REGI — que je demande que nous allions au dela du FSUE, et je suis tres heureux de
porter au Parlement européen ce reglement Restore, qui va changer la donne sur le terrain et qui
permettra a 'Union européenne d’étre présente immédiatement et concrétement sur place, aupres
des citoyens, dans les régions.

Souvent, je le dis, il ne peut exister de cohésion économique, sociale, territoriale 1a ot on
abandonne les territoires et les citoyens sans moyens pour reconstruire. Les noms des tempétes
dévastatrices s’enchainent les uns apres les autres — DANA, Boris, Kirk, Daniel, Ciardn, Bernd —, et
c’est une nouvelle donne qui est devant nous, une nouvelle donne a laquelle nous devons nous
adapter.

Mayotte, Espagne, Autriche, Slovaquie, Tchéquie, Hongrie, Roumanie, Slovaquie, France,
Belgique, Allemagne, pays baltes, Italie, Gréce, Finlande et tant d’autres... Rien que ces trois
dernieres années, nous avons eu une succession de catastrophes naturelles, qui viennent bousculer
toutes nos politiques, et en particulier la politique régionale et les politiques de développement
inscrites dans les territoires.

Le changement climatique est une nouvelle donne. Il est entré dans une course que tous nos efforts
ne changeront pas en quelques années, et nous devons maintenant adapter nos dispositifs de
réponse a ces catastrophes. La politique régionale de I'Union européenne ne peut rester I'arme au
pied, sans bouger, sans rien faire, sans aider, et tout continuer comme avant. Ce n’est pas possible.
Nous devons changer totalement de prisme.

Nous avons dit ici, en pléniere du Parlement européen, que le FSUE était devenu totalement
insuffisant et qu'il devait étre réformé parce que mal adapté, insuffisamment doté, trop lent a se
déployer. Nous I'avons dit et redit de nombreuses fois. C'est pourquoi le réglement Restore est le
bienvenu, en ce qu’il donne a présent la capacité d’agir immédiatement et concretement apres la
survenue d’une catastrophe naturelle.

Demain, je n'en doute pas, le Parlement européen sera au rendez-vous de I'urgence et de la
solidarité.

1-0088-0000
Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission.—Madam President, honourable
Members, before going into the matter, my first thought today is addressed to the people of
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Mayotte. As President von der Leyen said, Europe stands by France and its citizens in this time of
tragedy, and we are ready to offer our support in the days to come. The cyclone that hit Mayotte
this weekend is a terrible tragedy. Our thoughts are with the people of Mayotte, especially those
who are suffering. The events in Mayotte underline the urgent need for a new instrument,
RESTORE.

In my hearing, I promised to work for all the regions of Europe in close collaboration with local
leaders and representatives, listening to their concerns and responding to them. Today is a first
step in delivering on that commitment. Indeed, RESTORE is our shared commitment to those
impacted by natural disasters.

As the climate changes and as such disasters are becoming more frequent, current resources under
existing emergency instruments are no longer enough. These Member States need immediate
support and the prompt help for the affected communities. It is precisely in this direction that
RESTORE fits in. As announced by European Commission President von der Leyen during her
visit to Poland on 19 September 2024, the proposal ensures that European funds can be quickly
implemented to support post-disaster recovery.

This work aligns with the mission of cohesion policy because it prevents widening disparities and
ensures that cohesion programmes and projects are not delayed. RESTORE is pragmatic and
realistic, allowing specific and targeted flexibilities within cohesion programmes.

I am grateful to the European Parliament, particularly Mr Omarjee and Mr Bula, for your support
and for your close cooperation with the Council in such a short time frame. Even if that the
original proposal of the European Commission gave a stronger sign of solidarity on several
aspects, given the urgency and the fact that the core element of the proposal remains in the final
text, | am nevertheless satisfied and look forward to a swift agreement between the co-legislators.

In particular, I refer to the following points. First, the 95 % co-financing rate: this implies a
financial burden for Member States and the regions. The original 100 % proposal was a stronger
expression of solidarity. Second, the reduced pre-financing — going from 30 % to 25 % — reduced
the liquidity available for immediate relief. Third, the exclusion of the Cohesion Fund from the
calculation of maximum RESTORE funding. This obviously reduces the overall amount available.

Finally, the introduction of a shorter sunset clause would limit coverage to disasters occurring
between the 1 January 2024 and the 31 December 2025. On this point, the Commission’s
ambition was to provide the structural flexibility until the closure of the current programmes. This
had the benefits of keeping the framework stable, simple and not requiring further legislative
changes for future natural disasters. For the other changes concerning the reprogramming of the
Cohesion Funds and extending the deadline for submitting programme amendments, I see the
rationale.

Despite these changes, I emphasise that, in our view, it is crucial to quickly reach an agreement
among the co-legislators to ensure a timely and effective implementation of the EU intervention.
This is essential to provide urgent support to the affected populations.

I conclude by recalling President von der Leyen’s words: by injecting liquidity with higher
pre-financing and co-financing of EU funds, we are making a real difference for the people and the
regions that are harshly hit by these disasters. We are giving the Member States the tools to
become more resilient and better prepared for future crises.” Let us work together today to make
this happen.
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1-0089-0000
Maravillas Abadia Jover, en nombre del Grupo PPE.-Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario,
bienvenido. Quisiera comenzar mandando un mensaje de solidaridad con las victimas de la isla de
Mayotte, a quienes esperamos esta reforma pueda ayudar también a la reconstruccion.

Hoy, la Union Europea responde con urgencia movilizando la politica de cohesion para atajar la
emergencia social y reconstruir inmediatamente las regiones devastadas por fendmenos climaticos
como el ocurrido en el Levante espafiol. Una reconstruccién que debe dejar de lado ideologias
climdticas que en el pasado rechazaron obras que habrian mitigado la devastacion en Valencia.
Mientras el Gobierno espafiol secuestra los fondos de ayuda y los condiciona a la aprobacion de
sus presupuestos, desde aqui ponemos los fondos a disposicién de los afectados. Frente a la
politica mezquina de quien se escondié como la comisaria Ribera, demostramos que existe una
politica responsable.

Sefiorias, hoy la Union Europea saldrd adelante con una medida de urgencia, pero no podemos
seguir sacando recursos de la hucha destinada al futuro de nuestras regiones porque una Europa
sin regiones es una Europa sin futuro.

Sabemos que esta reforma dificilmente serd suficiente para reparar todo el dafio, pero es un motor
de traccién para que los Estados puedan empezar a trabajar con el aval de la Unién Europea. La
Unién se compromete a adelantar hasta el 25 % del dinero y a cofinanciar al 95 % las medidas
necesarias para paliar y reconstruir.

Ahora es el turno de los Gobiernos nacionales. Es su responsabilidad.

1-0090-0000
Marcos Ros Sempere, en nombre del Grupo SED.—Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario, la
catastrofe sucede en minutos. De repente, la riada producida por las lluvias torrenciales irrumpe
en tu casa con una fuerza arrolladora. En un momento, el agua ha arrasado toda tu vida y, a veces,
sin que nadie te avise.

Las instituciones europeas debemos responder ante las tragedias con la misma contundencia y
rapidez. Aqui radica la importancia de RESTORE. Es un orgullo que hayamos actuado pronto y
que demos respuesta a los afectados de las catdstrofes naturales que se han producido este afio por
toda la Unién Europea —con los Fondos FEDER o el Fondo Social Europeo— para reconstruir
infraestructuras y para proporcionar alimentos, apoyo sanitario, material de limpieza o lo
necesario para salir adelante.

En muchas ocasiones los afectados por estas catastrofes lo han perdido todo: su casa, su coche, su
trabajo. En este momento mdas que nunca, las instituciones debemos estar a su lado para alejar al
fantasma de la antipolitica. Quiero mandar fuerza y dnimo a los afectados por la DANA en
Valencia, en Letur y en otros puntos de Espafia. Que sepan que no les olvidamos. Las instituciones
europeas daremos la respuesta que merecen. Una respuesta que se suma a los mds de
16 000 millones de euros que el Gobierno de Espafia ya ha comprometido para la reconstruccion.
Volveremos a brillar con la misma fuerza que antes de la tormenta.

1-0091-0000
Klara Dostalova, za skupinu PfE. — Pani pfedsedajici, kolegyné, kolegové, RESTORE je navrh, ktery
odpovida na naléhavou potiebu pomoci regiontim zasazenym ptirodnimi katastrofami. Nikdo
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nezpochybnuje nutnost rychlé reakce. Pro¢ ma byt ale ¢dstka 17,7 miliardy EUR Cerpdna z
koheznich fonda uréenych pro dlouhodoby rozvoj regiont? Kohezni politika neni kasicka, kterou
si muze Komise kdykoliv oteviit. Kohezni politika je stavebnim kamenem sjednocené a
prosperujici Evropy. Pomdha regiontim rdst, vytvaii pracovni mista, zajiStuje leps$i Zivotni
podminky. A ted tyto prostiedky maji byt pouzity jako nouzovd zdplata. A ja se ptam pro¢, kdyz
tady mame jiny ndstroj, krizovy ndstroj pod nazvem Recovery and Resilience Fund. Pro¢ nevyuZit
tento ndstroj? Tam je penéz dost. Sdm audit potvrdil, Ze se tolik necerpa. Stacilo by jen prodlouzit
termin realizace za rok 2026 a staty by tento fond mohly vyuZit se stoprocentnim financovanim.
V této véci jsem se dopisem obratila i na Komisi a chtéla bych podékovat v§em kolegtim napfic
politickym spektrem, ktefi se pod tento dopis podepsali, abychom skutecné ochranili kohezni
fondy a pouzili tento krizovy ndstroj, ktery k témto tceliim ma slouzit. Solidarita a zodpovédnost
nesmi byt protiklady, ale jit ruku v ruce. Podpofme RESTORE, ale trvejme na tom, aby Komise
hledala ty spravné cesty a alternativy. A dovolte mi na zavér moc podékovat panu komisafi, ktery
tady pfed chvilickou fekl, ze 100 % je vyjadieni solidarity, protoze 95 % je spolufinancovania 5 %
budou muset dat malé obce.

1-0092-0000
Denis Nesci, a nome del gruppo ECR. — Signora Presidente, signor vicepresidente Fitto, onorevoli
colleghi, quanto tragicamente accaduto in diverse regioni d’Europa ci ha imposto un intervento
urgente a favore degli Stati membri al fine di garantire maggiore flessibilita e maggiore possibilita
di finanziamento, per procedere a una rapida ricostruzione e ridare speranza alle persone che
hanno subito ingenti danni.

Caro vicepresidente, la nostra priorita deve essere quella di garantire agli Stati membri meccanismi
efficaci per gestire le emergenze e pianificare la ricostruzione in aggiunta a quanto gia provveduto
dal Fondo di solidarieta, ma ¢ essenziale che in futuro questi strumenti non vadano a intaccare i
fondi destinati alla politica di coesione.

Quanto proposto oggi, anche con le modifiche apportate al Consiglio, trova il nostro sostegno,
ma non puo essere una soluzione a lungo termine.

La politica di coesione ¢ lo strumento che ci consente di ridurre le disuguaglianze tra le regioni
europee e deve rimanere al centro delle nostre priorita: sono certo che con Lei lo sara.

Rafforzando il dialogo con i territori, ascoltando le esigenze e intervenendo con azioni su misura,
bisogna garantire che nessun cittadino sia lasciato indietro. Noi saremo al Suo fianco, al fianco dei
territori e al fianco dei cittadini.

1-0093-0000
Lubica KarvaSova, on behalf of the Renew Group. —Madam President, I am deeply alarmed by the
impact of natural disasters across our European Union, from floods in Spain to central and eastern
Europe, to wildfires in Portugal, but also cyclones in Mayotte recently. These events just highlight
our shared duty for a European response.

But we must do more than rebuild. We must build back better with sustainable, more resilient
infrastructure, or we risk repeating the destruction and cycles of destruction.

I must also voice my concerns about the repeated use of the flexibility of the cohesion policy to
address any crisis — climate-related or not climate-related. Cohesion policy is here to promote
long-term investments and support competitiveness of our European Union with our regions at
the centre.
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We need to create more effective mechanisms to respond to crises in the next multiannual budget.
I'am grateful for the rapporteurs of this file to address this.

So let us work with compassion, but also with a clear vision and responsibility for Europe’s future
and for our citizens.

1-0094-0000
Gordan Bosanac, u ime kluba Verts/ ALE. — PoStovana predsjedavajuca, postovani potpredsjednice,
Grupa Zelenih podrzat ¢e, naravno, ovaj prijedlog RESTORE-a, ali isto tako Zelimo jasno reci da
tako dalje viSe ne moze.

Ne mozemo jedan dan, $to e se desiti sutra, glasati protiv rezolucije vezane uz deforestacije u
Suma, a onda istovremeno traziti da se novac za naknadu Steta od katastrofa vuce van iz kohezije.
Moramo se uozbiljiti i shvatiti da su klimatske promjene ovdje i ne biti viSe licemjerni.

Isto tako, koliko god da podrzavam ovaj prijedlog, Zelim izraziti Zaljenje da nismo u njega
integrirali, a mogli smo, jer bilo je vremena, princip Building back Better. I to treba reci jasno
gradanima i Spanjolske i Poljske, koji e koristiti ove fondove, da, nazalost, nacin na koji ¢e se
obnavljati javna infrastruktura mozda nece biti dovoljno ¢vrsta, pa e vec evo sljedeéi vjetar,
sljede¢a voda ponovo odnijeti te gradevine.

Zato molim jos jednom da se kao Parlament uozbiljimo, shvatimo klimatsku krizu kao realnost i
bavimo se time odgovorno.

1-0095-0000
Estrella Galdn, en nombre del Grupo The Left. — Sefiora presidenta, lo que ha vivido la isla de
Mayotte y sigue viviendo hoy el pueblo de Valencia no es un hecho aislado. Es la evidencia mas
clara de que el cambio climatico ya no es un debate de futuro, sino del presente, por mucho que
algunos, incluso en este Parlamento, sigan negando lo que demuestra la ciencia.

Por tanto, debemos decidir como afrontar el desafio y para esto hay dos modelos: el modelo de
salvese quien pueda, del negacionismo y de los bulos —que hemos vivido desgraciadamente en
nuestro pais con la derecha y la ultraderecha al mando— o, frente a ello, nuestro modelo, el del
escudo social, para no dejar a nadie atrds.

Y no dejar a nadie atrds significa que hoy casi 3 000 empresas han solicitado un ERTE en Valencia,
protegiendo a mds de 30 000 trabajadoras y trabajadores valencianos. Significa, ademas, reforzar
los servicios sociales valencianos para atender la pobreza sobrevenida. Y significa, también, crear
unidades de salud mental para las emergencias. Porque claro que si, la solidaridad es la ternura de
los pueblos, pero al pueblo realmente lo salvan unos buenos servicios publicos.

1-0096-0000
Irmhild Bof8dorf, im Namen der ESN-Fraktion.—Frau Prisidentin, sehr geehrte Damen und
Herren! Es ist gut und richtig, dass die Européische Kommission mit dem RESTORE-Programm in
Zukunft schneller und unbiirokratischer bei Naturkatastrophen helfen kann. Wir haben in den
vergangenen Jahren verheerende Uberschwemmungen in ganz Europa erlebt. Einige hundert
Menschen sind dabei in diesen Wasserfluten ertrunken. Das ist in diesem Fall nicht immer
unmittelbar Folge des sich wandelnden Klimas gewesen, sondern des Versagens der Behorden: Die
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Bevolkerung wurde nicht geschiitzt, obwohl es hinreichende Warnungen der Wetteramter
gegeben hat.

RESTORE-Mittel miissen auch dazu benutzt werden, die Menschen Europas bei solchem extremen
Wetter in Sicherheit zu bringen. Dies wurde sowohl im Ahrtal als auch in Valencia versaumt. Der
hurricane auf der franzosischen Insel Mayotte hat bislang noch ungezihlte Todesopfer gefordert.
Erst nach dem Wegrdumen der Triimmer wird deren Zahl bekannt werden. Auch hier fordern wir
schnelle, unbiirokratische Hilfe.

Doch zum Positiven: Die umfangreichen Mittel des RESTORE-Programms konnen kiinftig genutzt
werden, um die Biodiversitit Europas, die in einigen Regionen nicht mehr zu finden ist,
wiederherzustellen. Die Mittel konnen dafiir sorgen, dass konservative Wirtschaftsprinzipien
wieder an Gewicht gewinnen. Nachhaltigkeit, Resilienz, heimische Landwirtschaft — all das ist in
den letzten Jahren verloren gegangen. Es kann uns gelingen, in lindlichen Regionen eine
Revitalisierung der Gemeinden und Kleinstddte, aber auch der bauerlichen Landwirtschaft zu
erreichen —und hier zum Jobmotor zu werden.

Damit kénnten wir die anhaltende Landflucht verlangsamen und den lindlichen Raum endlich
wieder zur Heimat machen.

1-0097-0000
Gabriella Gerzsenyi (PPE). - Elnok Asszony! Katasztrofdk sora megrdzza Eurdpét. Eziton is
szeretném kifejezni szolidaritdsunkat minden érintett felé. Magyarorszagot is gyakran sujtjak
természeti események. Szeptemberben haladt at az évtized legnagyobb arvize a Dunan. Fontos,
hogy a kohézids forrdsok megfeleléen hasznosuljanak valsdghelyzetekben is, és az érintettek
mihamarabb hozzdjussanak ezekhez a forrdsokhoz. Tamogatjuk az dgynevezett RESTORE
javaslatot, amelynek révén az EU-s alapokbdl rugalmasabban lehet forditani nemcsak ajjaépitésre,
de élelmiszerekre, alapvetd cikkekre és rovid tava munkalehetéségekre is.

Partunk neve, a Tisza, Magyarorszdg masodik legnagyobb folydjanak a neve. Azt gondoljuk
ugyanakkor, hogy rendszerszinti megoldds szitkséges az arvizek kezelésére. Masrészt, hogy a
kohéziés forrasoknak fontos megtartani a hosszt tava eredeti célkittizéseit, és a forrasoknak
valoban el kell jutniuk helyi szintre az emberekhez, akiknek jarnak, és partunk, a Tisza Part, ez
irant elkotelezett.

1-0098-0000
Marit Maij (S&D). — Voorzitter, rapporteurs, dank voor uw bijdrage.

Voorzitter, 2024 heeft de twijfelachtige eer om misschien wel weer een jaar van natuurrampen te
kunnen worden. We hebben het net ook weer gezien in Mayotte en alle steun voor de bevolking
daar en aan de slachtoffers. De gevolgen van klimaatverandering worden steeds duidelijker. We
zien ze ook hier in Europa. De vreselijke overstromingen kortgeleden in Valencia, maar ook in
andere landen in Europa, zoals in Tsjechi€, Duitsland, Roemeni€, Polen en Slowakije. En dat terwijl
klimaatsceptici maar blijven ontkennen dat die gevolgen hier zijn. Die gevolgen zijn
onmiskenbaar hier in alle lidstaten.

We moeten daar wat aan doen! Daarom is het goed dat we nu geld vrijmaken om de slachtoffers,
de mensen die bij de rampen zijn betrokken en de lidstaten te helpen. Die fondsen komen uit de
cohesiefondsen en uit het Europees Sociaal Fonds. Het is echter ook belangrijk dat deze fondsen
hun primaire doel blijven dienen. Daarom is het zo belangrijk dat, in tijden van crisis, de Europese
Unie geld kan vrijmaken en bij voorkeur vanuit een separaat fonds. Zo kunnen enerzijds de
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cohesiefondsen blijven doen wat ze moeten doen, namelijk de mensen bereiken met het beleid
waarvoor het is gemaakt, en anderzijds de effecten van de natuurrampen, die niet meer op zichzelf
staan en die heel vaak voorkomen, mitigeren en mensen, slachtoffers en de lidstaten daarbij
helpen.

1-0099-0000
Rody Tolassy (PfE).—Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire, chers collegues,
aujourd’hui nous votons sur une modification du reglement relatif au FEDER et au FSE+ afin de
répondre aux catastrophes naturelles qui touchent I'Europe. Si ces ajustements visent les Etats
d’Europe centrale, orientale et méridionale, il est crucial de rappeler que les régions
ultrapériphériques francaises subissent également de tels drames, qui sont amplifiés par le
bouleversement climatique.

Actuellement, le territoire de Mayotte affronte une crise cyclonique sans précédent. Face aux
cyclones et aux inondations, ce territoire incarne la vulnérabilité climatique reconnue par les
accords de Paris. Il est temps de passer d’'une logique de réparation a une approche proactive en
soutenant durablement ces régions et en y créant des laboratoires climatiques d’excellence. Ces
poles de recherche consacrés a la compréhension et a I'innovation permettraient de proposer des
solutions concretes aux défis planétaires.

Je demande a la Commission de reconnaitre les RUP comme des laboratoires de solutions
climatiques pour l'avenir.

1-0100-0000
Georgiana Teodorescu (ECR). — Doamni presedintd, multe tiri europene, inclusiv Romania, au
fost afectate in acest an de dezastre naturale si este nevoie rapid de bani atit pentru reconstructia
caselor si a infrastructurii, cat si pentru sprijin social si sanitar.

Salut faptul ci aceasta reprezintd una din putinele ocazii cind s-a optat pentru o procedurd atit de
rapidd si md bucur c¢d am putut contribui la aceastd accelerare a finantdrii in calitate de raportoare
din partea grupului meu politic.

Vreau totusi sd atrag atentia cd folosirea fondurilor de coeziune pentru situatii de urgentd trebuie
sd reprezinte o exceptie si nu o reguld, destinatia lor fiind aceea de a ajuta statele membre sd-si
stabilizeze economiile, nicidecum s faci reconstructie dupd dezastrele naturale. Pentru calamitati
ar trebui sd avem disponibili alti bani, care chiar s poatd indestula nevoile tarilor afectate. Tocmai
de aceea, consider cd noul cadru financiar multianual trebuie s3 prevadd un buget corespunzator
pentru prevenirea si gestionarea dezastrelor naturale, altfel riscim sa fim in aceeasi situatie si anul
viitor.

1-0101-0000
Grégory Allione (Renew). — Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, au moment ot nous parlons
se joue une course contre la montre a Mayotte, qui a été dévastée par le cyclone Chido. J'ai une
pensée pour la population mahoraise, mais aussi pour tous les collegues sapeurs-pompiers, la
protection civile, les militaires, la force de sécurité publique, les bénévoles et les médecins qui
interviennent en ce moment, dans des conditions terribles.

Je soutiens, chers collegues, ce projet Restore, qui amenera une certaine flexibilité grace a une aide
supplémentaire pour toutes les communautés et pour tous les pays touchés par ces catastrophes
au cours de l'année 2024. Restore, c'est I'Europe concrete, c’est I'Europe des solutions, c’est
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I'Europe du quotidien. Ce projet permettra d’apporter une aide alimentaire de base et une
assistance matérielle tout en soutenant le chomage partiel, afin de rendre possible la relance dans
ces territoires sinistrés.

Enfin, Monsieur le Commissaire, il n'y a pas une semaine de pléniére ol nous ne parlions, ici
méme, de catastrophes naturelles. C’est un drame, et la solution Restore est une solution qui
apporte une aide, certes. Mais il s'agira dans le prochain programme financier de faire face au défi
climatique avec des aides structurelles, pour permettre une reconstruction qui donne lieu
d’affronter l'avenir, a commencer par les catastrophes naturelles qui nous frappent chaque
semaine.

1-0102-0000
Vicent Marza Ibafiez (Verts/ALE). — Sefiora presidenta, lo que nos piden las personas afectadas
es que los fondos lleguen rdpido, y que se utilicen para reconstruir mejor y que esto no vuelva a
pasar; que lleguen rdpido precisamente es lo que hemos propuesto desde nuestro Grupo y
también que esto no vuelva a pasar, porque ya hace cincuenta dias y, todavia hoy, quedan
cuatrocientas viviendas, no aisladas, sino fincas, departamentos, que tienen lodo en sus garajes
poniendo en dificultad sus estructuras, poniendo en peligro a las personas que viven arriba. Es que
hay personas que han perdido su coche, mds de ciento treintamil, a las que antes les costaba
treinta minutos llegar a sus trabajos y ahora estd costandoles mds de tres horas, o personas que no
tienen todavia cocina en su casa...

Por eso los fondos tienen que llegar, seflor comisario, de forma rdpida, pero tienen que llegar
también para reconstruir mejor, y lo hemos planteado desde nuestro Grupo, y aqui se lo digo a las
sefiorias del Partido Popular: no puede ser que ustedes estén utilizando estos fondos vulnerando el
significado de estos fondos y la finalidad habiendo modificado leyes para volver a construir en
zonas inundables y volver a poner en peligro a la gente. No podemos utilizar estos fondos para
seguir haciendo estas estructuras que siguen poniendo en peligro a las personas: por eso decimos
que tienen que llegar ya y que se tienen que utilizar para reconstruir mejor.

1-0103-0000
Valentina Palmisano (The Left). - Signora Presidente, signor Vicepresidente, onorevoli colleghi,
il pacchetto RESTORE rappresenta sicuramente un passo in avanti nella capacita dellEuropa di
rispondere con prontezza ai disastri naturali.

Con questa proposta le regioni colpite avranno risorse immediatamente disponibili per affrontare
le devastanti conseguenze di calamita naturali purtroppo sempre piu frequenti e intense; quindi
possiamo dire che il Parlamento europeo e la Commissione hanno svolto un ottimo lavoro.

Tuttavia non dobbiamo perdere di vista I'essenza della politica di coesione — un investimento a
lungo termine per uno sviluppo equilibrato, sostenibile e inclusivo. Affidare sistematicamente alla
coesione il compito di rispondere alle emergenze rischia di comprometterne la missione
strategica.

Per questo invito la Commissione e il Consiglio a considerare un incremento sostanziale del Fondo
di solidarieta europeo nel prossimo bilancio pluriennale.

Non possiamo continuare a reagire alle emergenze con soluzioni temporanee: RESTORE ¢
sicuramente necessario oggi — siamo tutti d’accordo — ma domani servira un impegno strutturale
per proteggere i nostri territori e le nostre comunita.
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1-0104-0000
Branislav Ondrus (NI). — Vdzend pani predsedajiica, ndvrh programu RESTORE je pozitivnym
prikladom vyuzitia eurofondov na pomoc, ktorti pocitia bezni ludia, osobitne ti, ktori celili
prirodnym katastrofdim. Podporujem zvysenie eurdpskeho spolufinancovania az na 95 %, ¢o
usetri zdroje z ndrodnych $tatnych rozpoctov. Aj zrychlené vyplatenie zdlohy vo vyske 25 %
nakladov, ¢o pomoze ¢lenskym Statom reagovat na prirodné katastrofy. Preto vds chcem vyzvat,
aby sme nezdrziavali schvalenie navrhu, nech méze platif uz od 1. janudra. Nech vlady rychlo
zmobilizujii nevyuzité eurofondy a presund ich najmi na opatrenia, ktoré ludi ochrdnia pred
nasledkami vyc¢inania pocasia. Slovenské ministerstvo prace promptne poskytlo humanitarnu
pomoc v miliénoch eur tisickam postihnutych [udi po zemetraseniach i zdplavach a teraz je
dolezité vyuzit eurofondy na preventivne a ochranné opatrenia. Mdme v rukdch miliardovy
nastroj v prospech Tudi, nedrzme ho, ale urychlene ho odovzdajme clenskym $tatom, lebo
rychlost je pri prirodnych katastrofach rozhodujtca.

1-0105-0000
Sérgio Humberto (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Comissario, Caros Colegas, em 2023, a
Europa sofreu prejuizos superiores a 13,4 mil milhdes de EUR devido aos fendmenos
meteoroldgicos extremos, que sio cada vez mais comuns e estdo cada vez mais presentes.

Estas catastrofes naturais ndo causam apenas danos materiais, mas, essencialmente, humanos.
Impactam setores como a agricultura, o abastecimento de dgua, a satde, a seguranga energética e
alimentar, as infraestruturas, o turismo e representam sérias ameacas a nossa economia e,
sobretudo, representam sérias ameacas as nossas populagdes.

Apesar de tudo, ndo posso deixar de felicitar a Comissdo Europeia, pelas mdos do Senhor
Comissario, pelos apoios para recuperar e reconstruir dreas mais afetadas. E ndo posso deixar de
saudar o Governo portugués, da AD, liderado pelo primeiro-ministro portugués, Dr. Luis
Montenegro, que, em oito meses, ji fez mais para prevenir as catdstrofes naturais do que o
governo socialista de esquerda, em mais de 100 meses.

1-0106-0000
PRESIDENZA: ANTONELLA SBERNA
Vicepresidente

1-0107-0000
Sandra Gomez Lopez (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, he escuchado en este Pleno que hay que dejar
ya de hablar de «deologia climatica», como si fuera un bulo. Miren, cuando empezamos este
debate para hablar de RESTORE, venfamos de las inundaciones de Rumantia, de los incendios de
Portugal, de la peor inundaciéon de la historia de mi tierra, de Valencia, con mds de
doscientos muertos... y hoy tenemos que afiadir la peor catastrofe natural que ha vivido Francia
segtin su propio Gobierno, como es el ciclon de la isla de Mayotte, con mds de cien muertos.

¢No ven, no se dan cuenta de que aqui el tinico bulo es su ideologia negacionista, de que el cambio
climdtico es una realidad desde ya que estd matando a miles de personas en toda Europa y
destrozando territorios? Pero, miren, frente a sus bulos, respuestas, y aqui tenemos la respuesta de
la Unién Europea: un cambio en el Reglamento que nos va a permitir utilizar desde ya
3 000 millones de euros para reconstruir territorios, para reconstruir familias.

En cuanto a los bulos, al president de mi region, al president de la Generalitat, que dice que estas
ayudas hay que devolverlas, hay que decirle que salga de El Ventorro ya, que no solo es un
incompetente que ha matado a muchas personas en mi tierra, sino que no les puede seguir
robando el futuro y la esperanza.
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1-0108-0000
Mireia Borrds Pabon (PfE).— Sefiora presidenta, sefiorias, quiero, en primer lugar, comenzar
mostrando mi absoluta solidaridad con todas las victimas de las catdstrofes naturales, y
especialmente con todas las familias afectadas por la reciente dana en Espafia. Hoy debatimos un
Reglamento que, aunque incluye medidas positivas como la flexibilidad o la cofinanciacién de los
fondos europeos, estd nuevamente contaminado por esta obsesion ideoldgica como la que
acabamos de escuchar y por la Comisién Europea del cambio climético.

No se trata solo de palabras, no se trata solo de que las palabras «cambio climatico» aparezcan mds
de doce veces en el texto. jPero cudntas menciones hay, por ejemplo, a la falta de infraestructuras,
a la ausencia de prevencion o a la gestion desastrosa de politicos como Teresa Ribera? ;Cudntas
menciones hay en el texto? Ninguna.

En Espafla hemos visto como la demolicion de presas y el abandono de proyectos hidraulicos
esenciales han dejado a nuestros ciudadanos desprotegidos frente a desastres como la dana. Estas
decisiones no son fruto del clima, sefiorfas, sino de una vision negligente y radical y de un
ecologismo mal entendido que agrava las consecuencias de estas tragedias.

La dana no fue solo un desastre natural, sefiorias. Fue un fracaso politico: el fracaso de un
Gobierno nacional y de una Comision Europea que ha preferido invertir en su narrativa verde y en
agendas ideoldgicas antes que en proteger a los espafioles. Los ciudadanos necesitan
infraestructuras, ayudas rapidas y decisiones que pongan su seguridad por encima de cualquier
agenda ideoldgica. Pero, lamentablemente, en este Parlamento esto sigue brillando por su
ausencia.

1-0109-0000
Villy Sevndal (Verts/ALE).—Fru formand! Naturkatastrofer, som vi ser i disse dr, er ikke
naturlige. Det er resultatet af, at vi ikke for alvor satter ind mod edelaggelserne af klima og natur.
Mennesker dor og mister alt i de ekstreme vejrsituationer. Det er frygteligt, men det er desvearre
ogsa forudsigeligt. I ar har veeret det voldsomste, vi har set. Fremtiden bliver endnu voldsommere.
Selvfolgelig skal vi hjeelpe mennesker og omrader, der pludselig stir midt i katastrofen. Vi skal
bade hjelpe med akutte fornedenheder, og vi skal hjelpe med genopbygning. Fra Gren Side
stotter vi derfor forslaget. Vi skal altid vaere solidariske med dem, der rammes af katastrofen. Vi
skal dog huske baggrunden for fondene, der nu skal bruges til naturkatastrofer. Vi skal forebygge
og mindske fattigdom og hjelpe mennesker i sdrbare situationer. Vi skal sikre en retfeerdig gron
omstilling, hvor ingen efterlades pa perronen. Og vi skal bremse — ja stoppe klimakatastrofen. Det
gor vi med ambitigs klimahandling og naturgenopretning. Husk det!

1-0110-0000
Jan-Peter Warnke (NI). — Frau Prisidentin, meine Damen und Herren! Unverbrauchte Mittel aus
Kohisionsfonds umzuwidmen und fiir verdeckte Ziele zu nutzen, sehen wir kritisch. Wir hoffen
namlich, dass damit keine StrafSen fit fiir Militar gemacht werden.

Die Hilfszahlungen an Betroffene aus EU-Mitteln diirfen kein Ersatz fiir nationale Bemiithungen
sein, um bei den zu erwartenden Wetterkatastrophen nicht mit denselben Auswirkungen fur die
Menschen rechnen zu miissen. Briisseler Geld nimmt die Nationalstaaten nicht aus der
Verantwortung, ihre Linder mit gezielten und langfristigen Maffnahmen an die von den Menschen
beschleunigte Klimaverdnderung anzupassen.
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1-0111-0000
Elena Nevado del Campo (PPE). - Sefiora presidenta, sefior vicepresidente, Espafia, Portugal,
Francia con su isla de Mayotte: catdstrofes en las que Europa tiene que articular mecanismos para
dar una respuesta inminente. Y lo tiene que hacer ante la irresponsabilidad de Gobiernos como el
de Espafia, que es incapaz de ejecutar obras de su presupuesto que habrian evitado mucho dolor y
muchas muertes en nuestro pais. Porque existen Gobiernos a los que solo les importan sus pactos
para mantenerse en el sillon y no las victimas, como las que han sufrido en Valencia por la
inaccién de su Gobierno.

Quiza lo importante sea crear un fondo especifico y no tirar del cajon de sastre que estd siendo la
politica de cohesion en Europa. Todo nuestro apoyo a las victimas de estos desastres. Y, frente al
euroescepticismo, lo que decimos desde el Partido Popular es que Europa es mds necesaria que
nunca.

1-0112-0000
Estelle Ceulemans (S&D). - Madame la Présidente, I'impact des catastrophes naturelles est de
plus en plus dramatique en Europe, comme partout dans le monde: il y a peu en Espagne, dans la
région de Valence, aujourd’hui a Mayotte, mais aussi en 2021 dans mon pays, la Belgique. De plus
en plus souvent, on doit déplorer des morts trop nombreux, des vies détruites et de terribles
ravages occasionnés par des phénomenes météorologiques extrémes.

Ces situations dramatiques exigent des réponses urgentes en matiere d’aide matérielle et
alimentaire, de soutien social et sanitaire et de reconstruction des infrastructures et des
équipements détruits. Pour cela, il faut un mécanisme européen de solidarité qui soit réactif afin
d’intervenir en urgence et d’aider les régions et les populations touchées. Cest pourquoi nous
soutiendrons le nouveau dispositif Restore, qui sera voté ici, dans ce Parlement.

Mais —il y a aussi un «mais» — il faudra a I'avenir disposer de moyens pérennes et spécifiques pour
affronter ces crises, au lieu d’aller chercher dans les fonds structurels. Il faudra aussi mener des
politiques vraiment ambitieuses de lutte contre le changement climatique, malgré les propos
sceptiques et négationnistes répétés de 'extréme droite, encore aujourd’hui.

1-0113-0000
Krzysztof Hetman (PPE).-Pani Przewodniczaca! Panie Komisarzu! Szanowni Panstwo! Po
pierwsze, nalezy bardzo serdecznie podzigkowaé Komisji Europejskiej za reakcje¢ i mozliwos¢
skorzystania ze srodkéw europejskich, jesli chodzi o odbudowe terenéw zniszczonych przez
kleski zywiolowe. Podzigkowal za to, ze obywatele Unii Europejskiej, miedzy innymi w Polsce,
uzyskaja dzigki tym Srodkom wsparcie. Po drugie, nalezy zwréci¢ uwage na wszelkiego rodzaju
kataklizmy, ktére w ostatnich latach dotykaja Uni¢ Europejska, zaczynajac od pandemii, poprzez
skutki zwigzane z agresja Rosji na Ukraing, czy tez ostatnie klgski zywiolowe, pozary, powodzie.
Ta cala pomoc jest realizowana dzigki srodkom z polityki spdjnosci i warto o tym pamigtaé w
sytuacji, w ktorej dyskutujemy nad jej przyszloscig. I warto wspomnie¢ o tym osobom, ktore
podwazaja potrzebe istnienia polityki spojnosci po 2027 r.

I ostatnia sprawa, musimy jednak w tej dyskusji o nowym budzecie, o nowej perspektywie
finansowej porozmawiac o takim narzedziu, ktore bedzie natychmiast reagowalo na tego typu
zdarzenia, ktére wystapily miedzy innymi w Polsce. Mamy dzi§ bowiem grudzien, powodzie byty
we wrzesniu, a nadal o tym dyskutujemy, podczas gdy ludzie potrzebujg natychmiast wsparcia i
poczucia sprawczosci Unii Europejskiej.
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1-0114-0000
Raffaele Topo (S&D).-Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, abbiamo sostenuto in
commissione, e sosterremo in Aula, il pacchetto RESTORE, lo strumento temporaneo per
supportare gli sforzi degli Stati membri nelle operazioni di ricostruzione e per lassistenza
immediata alle persone e ai lavoratori direttamente colpiti dalle calamita naturali verificatesi in
quest'ultimo anno in molte regioni europee.

Si tratta di una decisione giusta, perché dove c’¢ una difficolta dei cittadini europei ci deve essere
I'Europa.

Detto questo, due brevi osservazioni a latere.

La prima: occorre introdurre uno strumento stabile per la gestione di queste emergenze, che si
ripetono, ahime, periodicamente. Gli Stati membri hanno stabili servizi di protezione civile che
devono essere supportati con uno strumento altrettanto stabile, europeo, e con un’autonoma
dotazione finanziaria.

Seconda osservazione. E stato gia detto: RESTORE si finanzia con fondi destinati alle politiche di
coesione. Ripeto, ¢ una scelta giusta, ma occorre separare tali risorse da quelle destinate ai progetti
strutturali fondamentali per lo sviluppo delle regioni europee. Queste risorse vanno recuperate e
reinvestite nei programmi di coesione.

1-0115-0000
T'ewpyloc Avtiag (PPE). —Kupia Tpoedpe, kUpte Enitpone, ¢ike kar gilot ouvadehgot, Ttahog o
Enitporog, 'EN\nvag eyo, kar éxoupe foet pall kataotpo@és moANés. ENate, péoa and to Tapeio
Avakapyne, va ddooupe pa peyaln paym.

Akolw 0Tt To Tapeio Avakapwng teetovet to 2026. Tape oe pia kavoUpyla paxn yia va otnpiéoupe
TOUG avIPOMOUG TOU EXOUV TONU peyaAn) avaykr). Zfoate Tig kataotpopes oty Itakia, Tig £lnoa kat
eyo oty EANada, kat 1) matpida pou édwaoe tpia dtoekatoppipia Upe yia va KAAUWEL QUTEG TIG AVAYKEG.

Moteto, Aownov, kUpte Enitpore, kat cag kale enionua oty EANada, va doooupe a payn pall, kat pe
0\eg Tig aNeg yopeg, yia va otnpifoupe OAOUG TOUG aVIPONOUG TOU €X0UV MOAU HEYAAT avaykn. Av
eoelg elote Enitponog topa kat eyod eupwfouleuths £60, To ogeiloupe 08 AUTOUG TOUG AVDpOTOUG TTOU
xpetagovrat  otpién pag. Tag evyaptotd deppd kat EATile 1 mPOTAOT] LOU AUTH Va ELCAKOUOTEL.

1-0116-0000
Procedura "catch-the-eye”

1-0117-0000
Marta Wcisto (PPE). - Pani Przewodniczgca! Komisja Europejska wprowadzita rozporzadzenie
RESTORE, ktore jest odpowiedzia na konieczno$¢ niesienia szybkiej pomocy i wsparcia
obywatelom Unii Europejskiej dotknietym kataklizmami, takimi jak powodzie w tym roku w
Polsce. Rozporzadzenie to przede wszystkim szybsza Sciezka i wigksza elastycznos¢. Szybka
Sciezka finansowania, bo na tym polega prawdziwa wspélnota i prawdziwa solidarnos¢, aby
pomagac potrzebujacym.

I tak si¢ dzieje w Polsce. Rzad Donalda Tuska w momencie, kiedy kraj nawiedzily niszczycielskie
powodzie, byt z ludZmi i udzielal tej pomocy. Niestety wczesniej tak nie byto. Mimo wielu innych
narzedzi poprzednia ekipa wolala walczy¢ z Komisja Europejska, kierujac si¢ polityka, a nie
wsparciem i pragmatyzmem.
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RESTORE to dobry krok w dobra strong. Niestety zbyt jednak mato tych krokéw, tych krokow
potrzeba wigcej. Potrzebna jest szybsza $ciezka i wigcej elastycznosci. 19 miesigcy legislacji to
stanowczo za dtugo. To wiecznos¢.

1-0118-0000
Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar (S&D).-Sefiora presidenta, vicepresidente Fitto, esta
modificacion del Reglamento de asistencia regional de emergencia ante catdstrofes naturales
permitird, de manera 4gil, movilizar hasta un 95 % de cofinanciacién en el marco rector de las
ayudas ante catdstrofes como la que ha padecido la Comunidad Valenciana, donde mds de 220
muertos han recibido la solidaridad de este Parlamento Europeo, o como el caso de los cientos de
muertos del huracdn en la isla de Mayotte. También permitird un 10 % de prefinanciacién y hasta
una ayuda que combinard el Fondo de Cohesion, el Fondo Social y el Fondo Estructural para poder
subvenir a la reparacion.

Pero, ademds de eso, hay que incrementar las cantidades, porque quiero recordar que también
hubo una catdstrofe natural en la isla de La Palma, un volcdn para el que solo se pudo movilizar el
remanente de hasta diez millones de euros, una cantidad raquitica en relacién con las necesidades
planteadas. Por tanto, no es solamente agilidad la que celebramos, sino un incremento sustantivo
masivo de las cantidades destinadas a la solidaridad ante el incremento de las catdstrofes naturales.

1-0119-0000
Sebastian Tynkkynen (ECR).— Arvoisa puhemies, usein tuntuu siltd, ettd EU:n budjetista on
tullut jonkinlainen yhteinen sddstopossu. Sellainen sddstopossu, josta voi noin vain tulla
ruinaamaan rahaa kaikenlaisiin tarpeisiin silloin, kun oman maan taloudenpito ei ole maittanut.
Aiommeko todella luoda EU:sta sellaisenkin automaatin, josta voi kupata satoja miljoonia euroja,
ellei kohta jo miljardejakin, nyt my6s luonnontuhojen paikkaamiseen, jota nyt ehdotetaan. Ei
EU:ta ole tdhidn tehty. Olemme karanneet epiterveelle pohjalle, jos luonnontuhonkin sattuessa
odotuksena on massiivinen EU-rahan jako. Mind haluan, ettd omassa maassani hoidetaan talous
sithen malliin, ettd luonnontuhoihin pystytddan vastaamaan omasta kukkarosta. Ja titd haluan
edellyttad kaikilta muiltakin mailta. Me tarvitsemme vihemmén EU:ta, enemméan omaa vastuuta.

1-0120-0000
'EXeva Kouvrtoupa (The Left). — Kupia [poedpe, kUpte Enitpone, n mpotaon Restore yia v éktakm
mepLpepeLakt] oTpil KaL avacuykpoTon TV TEPIOYGY TOU EMAIYNOAV A0 QUOIKEG KATAOTPOPES
anotehel éva DeTKO Pripa 0TV AVTILETONLON TOV ENTTOCEWY TG KALATIKNAG aA\ayr|.

H ouyvotta kat i €viaon TV akpaiey KKV QavoIEveY auEavetal dpapatika Kat ot YMPES TOU
eupomnaikot Notou, onwg n matpida pou, 1 ENAada, fpiokoviar ONo kat mo cuxva O€ KATAOTAGELS
EKTAKTIG avaykng. Oa mpémet, Notmov, va enttayuviel 1) eupemaikt tpocappoyn oty katikn alay
Kat va unootipiytouy €pya mou cupfallouv oe Piootpeg kar avdektikés umodopés. Oa mpémet va
dracpalicoupie OTL 1) MONITIKT GUVOYTG D daTnproEL TOV HAKPOTPOUECHO GTPATIYIKO XAPAKTHPE TG
Kkat 0Tt dev Ya tedolv o€ KivOUVO 01 0TOXOL TOMLTIKNG KAl ENEVOUGEWY OE OYEDT] 1€ T GUVOXT].

To endpevo molvetég dnpootovopikd mhaioto da dac@alicer v avaykaia npocvet) xpnuatodotnon
VL& TV QVTILETOTILON TOV EMMTOCERY QUOIKGY KATACTPOPOY KAl Ja GUVEXICOULLE TIG TPOCTIAJELES Yial TN
dnpoupyia eVog VEOU, aveEapTiTou, HaKPOTPOVESHOU TAREIOU YIa TIG PUOIKEG KATAGTPOPES.
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1-0121-0000
Lukas Sieper (NI). — Frau Prasidentin! Sehr geehrter Herr Kommissar Fitto! Ich denke, ich muss
Thnen nicht sagen, dass es insbesondere Ihre Personalie war, die in diesem Haus bei der
Zusammensetzung der neuen Kommission fiir einiges an Aufruhr gesorgt hat. Und ich muss
Thnen auch sagen: Wenn ich personlich iiber die einzelnen Kommissare hitte abstimmen konnen,
dann hitte ich gegen Sie gestimmt — einfach aufgrund der Tatsache, dass Sie einer politischen
Stromung angehoren, die man zumindest in der deutschen Politikwissenschaft als postfaschistisch
bezeichnet.

Und es wird so sein, dass Sie in Threr Person und mit Ihrem politischen Hintergrund viele meiner
Kolleginnen und Kollegen dieses Hauses nicht iiberzeugen kénnen werden von Threr Person und
von der Tatsache, dass das eine gute Entscheidung war.

Aber das hier ist ein Thema — die Betroffenheit von Regionen, von Naturkatastrophen —, bei dem
sich alle einig sind, wo ich denke, dass Sie und ich uns auch einig sind, dass man dort Menschen
helfen muss. Und deswegen mochte ich Sie dazu aufrufen, bei diesem Thema Ihr Bestes zu geben,
um politische Griben zu iiberwinden.

1-0122-0000
Hélder Sousa Silva (PPE).-Senhora Presidente, Caro Comissirio, desde que hd memoria,
sempre existiram catdstrofes naturais.

No entanto, as alteracdes climdticas tém aumentado a ocorréncia dessas catdstrofes, levando a
que, infelizmente, se contabilizem milhares de mortos, milhdes de afetados e bilides de euros de
prejuizo. Além disso, o desordenamento do territério com construgdo realizada pelo homem em
locais de risco, tem agravado claramente a situacdo.

Nos relatérios Draghi e Niinist6 ficou bem claro que temos de apontar a prevengdo. O Fundo
RESTORE dd uma excelente ajuda a todos aqueles que foram afetados pelas cheias, inundagdes e
incéndios florestais, particularmente em Portugal e em Espanha.

O orcamento para 2025 ja prevé trés mil milhdes de EUR para fazer face a situagdes onde o
RESTORE entra. Por isso temos de apostar tudo na prevengdo, porque a recuperagdo custa sempre
muito mais caro em euros e, especialmente, em vidas humanas.

E este 0 caminho que a Unido e os Estados-Membros devem trilhar.

1-0123-0000
Jean-Marc Germain (S&D).—Mes chers collegues, le cyclone qui a dévasté Mayotte sannonce
comme l'un des plus meurtriers de notre temps. Je veux le dire aux Mahorais: nous pleurons avec
vous, nous souffrons avec vous, nous sommes avec vous, et nous le serons jusqu’a ce que Mayotte
revive. Cet événement tragique s'inscrit dans une série de catastrophes climatiques qui touchent
nos territoires, de Valence a I'Europe centrale.

Le nouveau mécanisme de solidarité Restore, qui nous est soumis au vote, est une premiere
réponse indispensable. Mais les réserves sont insuffisantes. Les budgets nécessaires devront suivre,
et nous attendons de vous, Monsieur le Commissaire, que vous en preniez 'engagement.

Il faudra aussi continuer a agir contre les causes du déréglement climatique. Je le dis a tous ceux
qui veulent tourner le dos a I'écologie: le pacte vert pour 'Europe n’est pas une option, c’est une
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obligation. Nous le devons aux Mahorais, nous le devons aux Valenciennes et aux Valenciens.
Nous le devons a toutes les victimes de ces drames a répétition.

1-0124-0000
Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Comissério, os incéndios ocorridos em
Portugal, na Regido Auténoma da Madeira ou nos distritos de Viseu e de Aveiro, sdo exemplos de
catastrofes, cujos prejuizos precisam de ser reparados.

E preciso apoios para os pequenos e médios agricultores e produtores florestais, para os pequenos
empresarios, para as populagdes que foram atingidas por estas catdstrofes. E é importante que haja
fundos europeus que possam ser mobilizados para essa resposta. E, por isso, votaremos a favor
desta proposta que nos ¢ apresentada com o programa RESTORE.

Ainda assim, apresentdmos algumas propostas sobre questdes que nos parecem importantes.
Primeiro, parece-nos que ndo deveria ser dispensada a possibilidade de mobiliza¢do e de melhoria
do Fundo de Solidariedade e da reserva de ajudas de emergéncia, que estdo também destinadas
para situacoes como esta.

Em segundo lugar, parece-nos que as verbas que sejam utilizadas do FEDER e do Fundo Social
Europeu Mais para este efeito devem ser compensadas para que ndo fiquem a faltar nas verbas da
coesdo econdmica, social e territorial.

E, em terceiro lugar, propomos que essa compensagdo de verbas sirva para aquilo que
verdadeiramente serve aos povos e seja feita a partir das verbas destinadas a guerra e ao
militarismo.

1-0125-0000
Diego Solier (NI).—Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario, han pasado cuarenta y ocho dias y
Valencia sigue necesitando mucha ayuda. Se estdn recibiendo ayudas, por ejemplo para comprar
coches, pero no son ayudas suficientes. Hay familias que estdn pidiendo préstamos para poder
comprar esos coches. Llegard el momento en que las familias tendran que decidir si pagan un
préstamo, si pagan una factura de la luz o si tienen para comer.

En resumen, familias que trabajan para pagar deudas que antes de esta catdstrofe no tenian. ¢Es eso
justo? En la era de la tecnologia, con la inteligencia artificial, con sistemas en la nube, con
blockchain, ino somos capaces de articular un sistema de seguimiento del presupuesto seguro y
fiable que los ciudadanos puedan consultar y que aporte transparencia a las partidas asignadas? ;0
es que esto no interesa? jA quién no le interesa la transparencia?

1-0126-0000
Dariusz Jofiski (PPE).—Pani Przewodniczaca! Tragedia, ktora we wrzesniu dotkneta Polske,
Czechy, Austrig, Whochy, a za chwil¢ rowniez Hiszpanig, pokazala, Ze Europa nie moze tylko i
wylacznie polozy¢ nacisku na bezpieczenistwo pod katem militarnym, ale réwniez pod katem
zywiolow. Bardzo dobrze, ze dzisiaj dyskutujemy tutaj, a jutro bedziemy glosowali nad
rozporzadzeniem, ktére przyspieszy i podejmie wszelkie decyzje dotyczace przyspieszenia
wyptat dla tych, ktorzy tych pienigdzy potrzebuja. [ wszyscy obecni tutaj wiemy, dlaczego tak jest.
Ale jak jesteSmy przy tym bardzo waznym temacie, to chcg zwréci¢ uwage na jedna. Chodzi o
inwestycje infrastrukturalne i odpowiednie regulacje. Tak na dobra sprawe do cz¢sci tych tragedii
by nie doszlo, gdyby nie populiSci. Pojawili si¢ oni réwniez w moim kraju, w Polsce, i byli dumni z
tego, ze blokowali te inwestycje infrastrukturalne.
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A wigc szybka wyplata Srodkéw, regulacje i inwestycje infrastrukturalne. Ja, w imieniu Polski,
chce podzigkowad za 5 mld euro, ktére zostaly przekazane wiasnie dla Polski po ostatniej
powodzi.

1-0127-0000
Rosa Serrano Sierra (S&D). — Sefiora presidenta, sefior comisario, los desastres climéticos son,
por desgracia, fenémenos cada vez mds frecuentes. Lo vimos en Europa: en Portugal,
recientemente en Espafia, afectando a comunidades auténomas como Castilla-La Mancha, Aragén
o Valencia, donde ha costado vidas y también pérdidas materiales. Con este instrumento de
emergencia, desde las instituciones tratamos de dar respuestas a la crisis del presente, pero, sin
embargo, no podemos negar una realidad: el cambio climdtico es una emergencia que ha llegado
para quedarse, que arrasa con todo, con vidas, y que ademads hay una extrema derecha que la niega.

Por eso, frente a este negacionismo, necesitamos respuestas dgiles, necesitamos flexibilidad
financiera y mas recursos. Es el momento de pasar de las palabras a los hechos para abordar
tragedias que tienen consecuencias cada vez mds devastadoras y que golpean, especialmente, a
nuestros pueblos, a nuestros campos y a nuestras zonas rurales.

1-0128-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D). - Doamnad presedintd, cred ci scepticii care spun cd nu trebuie sd aplicim
acest program, ba din contrd, cred cd trebuie procedurd acceleratd, nu au fost sd vadd in statele in
care au murit oamenii, si-au pierdut casele, si-au pierdut si micile afaceri foarte multi
intreprinzitori. In tara mea, in Romania, eu am fost la fata locului, in Spania am vizut cu totii.

Asadar, domnule comisar si dragi colegi, maine trebuie sd votdm in procedurd acceleratd ca acesti
bani sd ajungd cat mai repede la cei care au suportat aceste calamitdti naturale. Sigur cd avem
nevoie de mai multi bani. Sigur cd Fondul social european este insuficient. Trebuie sd ne gandim in
anul viitor si in anii viitori cum procurdm mai multi bani, dar deocamdati trebuie sa ajutdm acesti
oameni.

Am primit nenumadrate scrisori, sunt intreprinderi mici si mijlocii care au fost spulberate, afacerea
lor si si-au pierdut si garantiile pe care le aveau la banca. Deci trebuie sd aplicdm acest program si
pentru acest lucru cred ci si statele membre trebuie si pund umarul aldturi de banii europeni pe
care noi {i ddm. Dar da, acum trebuie s actiondm urgent.

1-0129-0000
(Fine della procedura "catch the eye”)

1-0130-0000
Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission.—Madam President, honourable
Members, thank you for your interventions and your support. The needs are urgent, so we must
move urgently making a collective effort so that Restore can be adopted and enter into force
already this December. We cannot afford to lose even one day.

Europe stands with the regions and citizens affected by natural disasters. This is a concrete and
tangible expression of our solidarity. Today also marks a first step in our work together. I believe
this has been a promising start.
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I do share many of your concerns, especially the absolute necessity to build back better. At the
same time, the Cohesion Policy cannot be the solution to all major crises, as attention cannot be
diverted from the long term, such as reducing disparities. For me, this discussion is evidence of the
common ground between us; a strong foundation on which to build five years of work together,
ensuring that in our Europe, no place is left behind, no citizen is left behind. I hope it is the
beginning of a long and fruitful collaboration. You have my promise.

1-0131-0000
Andrzej Bula, Sprawozdawca. — Serdecznie dzigkuje za wklad do debaty, za dobrg wspétprace
ponad podziatlami wszystkich grup politycznych. Ciesze si¢, ze mogliSmy ja przeprowadzi¢
kilkanaScie tygodni po traumatycznych wydarzeniach, ktére dotknely wiele z europejskich
regionow.

W dzisiejszych czasach, kiedy wszystko pedzi, kazdy news praktycznie juz kolejnego dnia staje si¢
nieaktualny. Czgsto wydaje sig, ze wczorajszy problem juz nie istnieje. Nie, prosz¢ Pafistwa, ofiary
powodzi i pozaréw nadal bardzo czgsto s w tragicznej sytuacji. Wiele rodzin nie ma wiasnego
dachu nad gtowg na zime.

Dlatego ta debata i jutrzejsze glosowanie maja szczegdlne znaczenie. Po pierwsze, zeby pokazac,
ze nie zapomnielismy o poszkodowanych, a po drugie w celu potwierdzenia, ze wywiazalismy si¢
z obietnicy pomocy. Zrobilismy to rzetelnie i najszybciej, jak si¢ dalo.

1-0132:0000

Younous Omarjee, rapporteur.—Madame la Présidente, permettez-moi quelques remarques a
lissue de ce débat. Premierement, j’ai entendu dire qu’il y avait une forme de contradiction entre
les objectifs de cohésion et les réponses d’urgence. Je I'ai toujours dit, et je le répéte: nous avons eu
ce méme débat pendant la pandémie de la COVID-19, et c’est une dichotomie assez absurde, car il
est impossible, Monsieur le Commissaire, de poursuivre les objectifs de long terme si nous ne
répondons pas immédiatement aux dévastations et aux impacts des crises, que I'on parle de crises
sanitaires ou de catastrophes naturelles.

Ensuite, n'oublions pas que la vocation méme de laction politique, c’est de répondre aux
probléemes concrets des gens et de répondre aux situations de désarroi absolu en cas de
catastrophe climatique. Et je crois que notre politique de cohésion s’éleéve et se hisse a un niveau
tout a fait vertueux lorsque nous apportons des réponses trés concretes aux régions, aux
territoires, aux citoyens qui sont frappés par une catastrophe naturelle.

Enfin, je ferai remarquer qu’il y a quelques temps, lorsque nous évoquions les questions des
catastrophes naturelles dans ce Parlement européen, nous parlions des pays ACP. Mais au fur et a
mesure, nous voyons que les catastrophes naturelles concernent aussi les régions européennes, car
nous sommes tous confrontés aux conséquences du changement climatique. Ces désordres se
manifestent a 'échelle mondiale, et nous devons aujourd’hui les affronter. Et ce ne sont pas les
débats théoriques qui vont régler les problemes. 1l faut régler les problemes par notre capacité a
prévenir et a anticiper, sinon, ce sont toutes les politiques européennes, et pas seulement la
politique de cohésion, qui vont perdre de leur efficacité, de leur puissance et de leur capacité a
atteindre leurs objectifs. C'est pourquoi il faudra aller plus loin en créant un fonds d’adaptation au
changement climatique, et les régions, je le sais, sont le niveau pertinent pour cela.

1-0133-0000
Presidente. — La discussione ¢ chiusa e la votazione si svolgera domani.
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Dichiarazioni scritte (articolo 178)

1-0133-5000
Marlena Malag (ECR), na pismie.— We wrze$niu Europe Srodkowa i Wschodnig nawiedzily
niszczycielskie powodzie, a Portugali¢ spustoszyly pozary. Poszkodowani, w tym moi rodacy z
potudnia Polski, nadal pilnie potrzebuja podstawowej pomocy materialne;.

Fundusze polityki sp6jnosci wspierajg panstwa cztonkowskie UE w przypadku wystapienia klesk
zywiotowych, ale wobec takiej skali strat

to za malo. Kluczowe jest natychmiastowe i elastyczne gospodarowanie tymi srodkami.

Whniosek RESTORE jest odpowiedzig na te wyzwania. Oprocz dodatkowej elastycznosci w
wykorzystaniu czesci funduszy, pomocy materialnej i socjalnej, RESTORE zmniejsza obcigzenie
budzetowe panstw cztonkowskich.

Drodzy Koledzy, zwracam si¢ do Was z prosba o poparcie, aby moc jak najszybciej wdrozy¢ ten
wniosek. Wielu ludzi stracilo dorobek catego Zycia, swoje domy i poczucie bezpieczenstwa.
Dzialajmy teraz, z pelnym zaangazowaniem, by jak najszybciej przywréci¢ normalnosé i daé
nadzieje tym, ktorzy jej teraz najbardziej potrzebuja.

17. 1l diritto all’'acqua potabile nell’'UE (discussione)

1-0135-0000
Presidente. — L'ordine del giorno reca la dichiarazione della Commissione — Il diritto all'acqua
potabile nel’'UE.

La parola al commissario Fitto, a nome della Commissione, per cinque minuti.

1-0136-0000
Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission.—Madam President, honourable
Members, water is the basis of life, wet worldwide, more than 2 billion people do not have access
to safe drinking water. In the EU, thankfully enough, the situation is very different: around 96 % of
our population can rely on clean drinking water. This high percentage is due to the collective
success of the EU drinking water policy, which has been in place for almost 40 years. But there is
no reason to celebrate, because that same statistic also implies that around 20 million EU citizens
still do not have direct access to clean drinking water. This is not acceptable.

To address this situation, the European Union adopted the recast Drinking Water Directive back
in December 2020. The recast was a direct response to the European citizens' initiative
‘Right2Water’ and contributes to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 6: ‘clean
water and sanitation’. Member States had to transpose this directive into national law by January
2023. Many were delayed, some even until today. Meanwhile, the Commission has started
assessing the transpositions.

The first objective of the recast was to better protect human health. This was done in three ways:
first, by updating quality standards to meet or even go beyond the latest recommendations of the
World Health Organization, including on PFAS, endocrine disruptors and microplastics; second,
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by taking a supply-chain approach to manage water-quality risks and focusing more on pollution
at source; third, by adopting new hygiene standards for contact materials to prevent harmful
substances from leaching into the drinking water.

Besides looking at the quality of the drinking water, the directive also aims to ensure access to
clean water, in particular for vulnerable and marginalised groups. Making drinking water available
in public spaces is one important part of the solution. At the same time, Member States also have
to reduce water leakage. On average, 23 % of treated water is lost each year through leaks in
distribution networks. In some countries, this goes up to 50 %. This means that we have much
more to do as a Union. I therefore urge all Member States to work on the implementation of the
Drinking Water Directive provisions as soon as possible.

Honourable Members, water is under severe stress. The combination of climate change, especially
the increased risk of prolonged droughts and the salinisation of fresh water due to sea-level rise,
together with pollution and the loss of healthy ecosystems and green infrastructure, means that
water stress will become a reality in many regions of the EU. In some regions this is already the
case. | welcome, therefore, Parliament’s continued leadership on water-related issues. In particular,
I welcome your forthcoming own-initiative report on water resilience. The Commission has
clearly defined water resilience as one of its key priorities.

In the upcoming water resilience strategy we will look at all aspects of water security, from the
source to the sea, but especially what happens in between. The longer we keep water in our
aquifers and in our ecosystems, the more we can benefit from it. Together with an effective
implementation of the recast Drinking Water Directive and the support of funding instruments
such as the cohesion funds and the activities of the European Investment Bank, I trust that our
forthcoming water resilience strategy and the related initiatives will further improve access to
clean drinking water for our citizens.

I now look forward to your questions.

1-0137-0000
Esther Herranz Garcia, en nombre del Grupo PPE. — Sefiora presidenta, el acceso al agua debe ser
una prioridad para cualquier Administracién del mundo. Aprecio las iniciativas impulsadas
durante los dltimos afios a nivel de la Unién tras la iniciativa ciudadana europea Right2Water, de
cuyo informe en esta Casa fui ponente alternativa en 2015.

Segun el 6.° Objetivo de Desarrollo Sostenible de las Naciones Unidas, hay que garantizar el
acceso al agua potable y al saneamiento, como estrategia fundamental para mitigar el cambio
climatico en los préximos afios. Y, en Espafia, donde las sequias son estructurales, somos
conocedores de esta realidad.

Segtin las estimaciones de la Agencia Europea de Medio Ambiente, la escasez de agua es algo que
va a agravarse como consecuencia del cambio climdtico, especialmente en el sur de Europa. Ante
esta situacién es primordial plantearse como podemos mejorar las infraestructuras hidricas y
elaborar estrategias para garantizar el acceso a este recurso vital. Y esto debe ser impulsado
también a escala de la Unién mediante planes transfronterizos y fondos para llevar a cabo las
inversiones necesarias. Confio en que la comisaria Roswall trabajara también en esta linea.

Por dltimo, quiero recalcar el papel de la innovacién. Es necesario impulsar proyectos destinados a
mejorar la eficiencia, la limpieza y la reutilizacién de aguas para su consumo. En Espafa, grandes
ejemplos de ello son el Canal de Isabel II, que participd el tltimo afio en treinta y dos proyectos de
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innovacion, o el SmartLagoon, un proyecto de innovacién medioambiental digital para proteger
lagunas como el mar Menor.

Espero que, en el siguiente marco financiero, se siga apostando por la investigacién en calidad, en
acceso y en gestion del agua.

1-0138-0000
Thomas Bajada, on behalf of the S6D Group. — Madam President, access to clean drinking water is a
human right. Yet this right is increasingly under threat. Across Europe, pollution, climate change
and deepening inequalities are putting this right at risk. We must act now to improve access to
drinking water while safeguarding sustainability and equity for all citizens across the EU.

Research now reveals the alarming presence of PFAS — the 'forever chemicals’ — in 94 % of EU
drinking water samples. Malta, like other islands and peripheries, tries to balance unique
challenges while still maintaining EU standards. We are water-stressed and we must acknowledge
that we have areas in the EU which do not have clean drinking water or drinking water at all.

Dear Commissioner, I have said it before and will repeat it again: we need a holistic and legally-
binding European water resilience strategy. The time is now to establish robust EU standards, but
with the needed flexibilities to adapt to local realities. We must act boldly, tackle pollution at
source, effectively implement EU water quality standards across all Member States for both surface
and groundwater, invest in resilient infrastructure and ensure affordability.

No one should have to choose between paying their rent or their water bill. No one should have to
choose between water and their health. Water is not profit — it’s a lifeline for people. Europe must
lead in safeguarding this fundamental right.

1-0139-0000
Viktoria Ferenc, a PfE képviselécsoport nevében.—EInok Asszony! Az emberi élet alapja a tiszta
ivoviz. Testiink 60 szdzaléka viz. Enélkil a folyékony kincs nélkil legfeljebb néhdny napig
maradunk életben. Mégis, az Eur6pai Unidban tobb milli6 polgdr nem fér hozza tiszta ivovizhez.
Kilonosen stlyos kérdés a varandés nSk és a gyerekek megfelel§ ivovizellatasa.

A klimavaltozds, a kornyezetszennyezés és a nem fenntarthaté mezégazdasagi gyakorlatok mind
sulyosan veszélyeztetik vizkészleteinket. A vizszolgaltatds viszont energiaigényes. Az eurdpai
ipart sujté gazdasagi vélsdg, melyhez a hdbort is hozzdjarult, csak drdgdbba tette az eurdpai
emberek szdmdra az ivévizhez vald hozzaférést. Magyarorszdg alaptorvénye biztositja az
egészséghez vald jogot, és ezen belul kiemeli az egészséges ivovizhez vald hozzaférés biztositasat,
mikozben az egyik legelérhet6bb ard, tiszta ivoviz dll a hdztartasok rendelkezésére. 2007 ota mar
minden telepiilés rendelkezik ivovizellitdssal, a haztartdsok 95 szdzaléka a vezetékes
vizhdlozattal, melynek kovetkeztében j6 minGségi viz all rendelkezésre.

Udvozlom, hogy az ivéviz irdnyelv elsSként vezet be unids szint(i kotelezettséget a biztonsigos
ivovizhez val6 hozzaférés felmérésére és javitdsara. A mindenki szamdra elérhetd, biztonsagos és
megfizethetd ivoviz nem luxus, hanem alapvetd emberi jog.

1-0140-0000
Sergio Berlato, a nome del gruppo ECR.- Signora Presidente, signor Commissario, onorevoli
colleghi, la possibilita di poter accedere all'acqua potabile pulita deve continuare a essere
considerata un diritto indiscutibile per tutte le persone.
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Per garantire questo diritto le istituzioni devono favorire la protezione dell'acqua potabile da tutte
le sostanze inquinanti, indipendentemente dal fatto che si tratti di acqua reperibile in superficie o
di provenienza sotterranea.

Particolare attenzione dovra essere riservata lungo tutta la catena di approvvigionamento idrico,
con continui controlli sulla qualita e sulla quantita di acqua reperibile.

Si continua a parlare di cambiamenti climatici, ma si fa ancora troppo poco per raccogliere I'acqua
piovana in adeguati bacini di raccolta per poi poterla utilizzare durante i periodi di scarsa
piovosita; la razionalizzazione dell'utilizzo dell'acqua, anche a scopi di irrigazione agricola, potra
aiutare gli imprenditori agricoli a reperire 'acqua necessaria per le loro attivita, evitando inutili
sprechi.

Pari attenzione dovra essere riservata dalle pubbliche istituzioni, che dovranno adeguare le loro
reti di distribuzione idrica per evitare che una parte importante di queste risorse si disperda per
strada per I'inadeguatezza degli impianti idrici esistenti.

1-0141-0000
Grégory Allione, au nom du groupe Renew. —Madame la Présidente, chers collegues, Monsieur le
Commissaire, l'actualité ne cesse de le rappeler, et de maniere toujours plus tragique: les
événements météorologiques extrémes ont des conséquences, et les sécheresses, les inondations
ou encore les cyclones ont une conséquence directe sur I'eau potable.

Cette semaine, le manque d’eau potable, c’est Mayotte. Mayotte, qui, de maniére conjoncturelle, est
confrontée a ce déficit d’eau a cause d’un cyclone d’une rare violence. Mais c’est aussi, souvenons-
nous, une problématique d’eau structurelle. Pendant I'été 2023, deux jours sur trois, pas une
goutte d’eau ne sortait des tuyaux a Mayotte. Pas une goutte d’eau au robinet. Si Mayotte fait état

d’une situation extréme, le reste de 'Europe n'est pas épargné pour autant par les pénuries d’eau.

Monsieur le Commissaire, chaque année, ce sont 30 % des Européens qui sont affectés par le
déficit hydrique. Ce constat est alarmant. Nous ne sommes pas démunis face a cela. Nous avons
des solutions: la rénovation des réseaux d’eau, I'assainissement, I'exploitation des eaux usées
traitées ou l'utilisation des nouvelles technologies, et notamment de l'intelligence artificielle, pour
rationaliser la consommation d’eau.

Il faut absolument réduire le stress hydrique et, surtout, donner acces a 'eau potable. Rappelons-le:
l'eau, c’est également la vie, mais c’est aussi la survie de nos industries.

1-0142-0000
Majdouline Sbai, au nom du groupe Verts/ALE. —Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, «étre
prospere aujourd’hui, c’est se donner les moyens de garantir la poursuite de 'aventure humaine
dans vingt ou trente ans. Etre prospere, c’est donc d’abord étre en bonne santé.» Ces mots
d’Eloi Laurent ont aujourd’hui une résonance particuliére avec nos débats. Oui, le droit a une eau
potable de qualité est un droit universel et fondamental. Je viens de France. Mon pays a été
sanctionné deux fois par la justice européenne. Il est en retard pour protéger sa population des
pollutions.

Les nouvelles révélations sur la dégradation de la qualité sanitaire de I'eau minérale Perrier, a
Vergeze, et sur la complicité de I'Etat francais en témoignent, tout comme le discours d'investiture
du Premier ministre Frangois Bayrou, qui ne mentionne pas une fois le mot «environnement».
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Nous, écologistes, demandons que tous les moyens soient mis en ceuvre pour garantir le droit
effectif a I'eau potable. Nous demandons des sanctions contre les Etats qui n’appliquent pas la
directive sur I'eau potable et qui distribuent une eau contaminée aux nitrates.

1-0143-0000
Per Clausen, for The Left-Gruppen. — Fru formand! Rent drikkevand burde vaere en grundlaeggende
rettighed, men den rettighed trues af kemikalier som pesticider og PFAS. I mit eget land, Danmark,
indeholder 50 procent af drikkevandsboringerne nu for heje niveauer af kemikalier, og det er et
tal, der kun ser ud til at stige. Den danske regering har ligesom resten af EU svigtet, nar det handler
om at beskytte de kommende generationers ret til rent drikkevand. I artier har miljoorganisationer
og eksperter advaret om konsekvenserne ved pesticider og PFAS. Alligevel har EU ikke forméet at
regulere virksomhedernes og landbrugets heje forbrug af de farlige stoffer. Ikke mindst derfor er
det afgorende, at den kommende revision af kemikalieforordningen REACH, tager problemer med
kemikalier i vores drikkevand serigst og ikke igen falder for virksomhedernes lobbytricks. Det er
afgorende, at vi sikrer et forbud mod PFAS ikke bare i forbrugerprodukter, men ogsa i
professionelle produkter. Og sé skal vi sikre, at virksomhederne péleegges ansvaret for at bevise
kemikaliers sikkerhed, inden de ndr markedet. Vi skal prioritere sundhed og milje over industriens
kortsigtede skonomiske interesser. Kun med klare regler og et PFAS-forbud kan vi sikre rent
drikkevand for kommende generationer.

1-0144-0000
Sander Smit (PPE). - Voorzitter, drinkwater is van levensbelang voor elke burger. Drinkwater
vereist een goede kwaliteit van drinkwaterbronnen, in de grond en aan de oppervlakte. Laten we
de historische en huidige vervuilingsbronnen stroomopwaarts en in delta’s eerlijk benoemen.
ledereen moet zijn steentje bijdragen. Zeer zorgwekkende stoffen moeten worden voorkomen,
evenals de toename van humane medicijnresten.

Waar blijft de EU-steun voor pilotprojecten? De EU moet leren van koplopers. Investeren in
waterzuiveringstechnologie. Ruimte voor inzet van meer dierlijke organische mest, verbonden
met zoveel mogelijk blijvend grasland, is essentieel voor de waterkwaliteit, voor het voorkomen
van uitspoeling, voor de vastlegging van koolstof en voor de bodemkwaliteit. Dit feit moet leidend
zijn in het EU-beleid. Geen hetze tegen veechouderij. Geef groene kunstmestvervangers en
precisiecbemesting in heel Europa de ruimte. Problemen met overschrijdingen van
rioolwaterzuivering in stedelijk gebied of natuurlijke kwel van fosfaat mogen niet onterecht
worden verweten aan het platteland. Meten is weten. Meer innoveren en filtreren. Dat zorgt voor
schoon drinkwater.

1-0145-0000
Tiemo Wolken (S&D).—Frau Prisidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Das Recht auf
sauberes Trinkwasser fiir alle Europderinnen und Européer ist uns als Sozialdemokratinnen und
Sozialdemokraten schon lange ein echtes Anliegen. Nicht umsonst kimpfen wir seit Jahren fiir ein
flichendeckendes Monitoring und vor allen Dingen auch gegen die Privatisierung der européischen
Wasserversorgung. Und wir sind tatsdchlich schon weit gekommen, aber eben noch nicht weit
genug. Neueste Analysen zeigen: Die europdischen Grund- und Trinkwasserreservoirs sind in
vielen Fllen stark belastet, insbesondere mit den Ewigkeitschemikalien, sogenannten PFAS, oft in
besorgniserregend hoher Konzentration.

Deswegen muss unser Kampf fir sauberes Wasser weitergehen. Wir miissen erstens die
Kommunen und die Wasserversorger so gut wie moglich dabei unterstiitzen, die kostspielige



16-12-2024 73

Aufbereitung von Wasser zu finanzieren. Und hier miissen wir endlich zum Polluter-pays-Prinzip
kommen, also die Verursacher fiir die Verschmutzung im Trinkwasser dafiir heranziehen, dieses
auch wieder sauber zu machen — und da reden wir von den groffen Chemie-, Kosmetik- und auch
Pharmakonzernen. Da ist die gerade beschlossene Abwasserrichtlinie eine erste gute Grundlage.

Aber fiir einen wirklich wirksamen Gewdsserschutz miissen wir frither ansetzen und die Eintrage
nachhaltig verringern. Dazu miissen wir in der Industrie, aber auch bei Verbrauchsgiitern endlich
daftir sorgen, dass unschidliche Alternativen zur Norm werden. In enger Zusammenarbeit mit
Landwirtinnen und Landwirten miissen wir partnerschaftliche Wege einschlagen, um den Einsatz
von Pflanzenschutzmitteln zu senken. Nur dann kénnen auch in Zukunft alle Européerinnen und
Europder weiterhin ohne Bedenken sauberes Trinkwasser trinken.

1-0146-0000
Rody Tolassy (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire,
chers collegues, quel plaisir de voir notre hémicycle débattre pour la dixieme fois de la
problématique de I'eau! Mayotte, la Guadeloupe, la Martinique et la Guyane, soit plus de 1 million
de nos concitoyens, n'ont pas un acces régulier a cette ressource pourtant vitale. Certains d’entre
vous ont-ils déja da sortir de chez eux pour acheter de I'eau potable afin de se brosser les dents ou
méme de prendre une douche?

Originaire de la Guadeloupe, jai 37 ans: autant d’années passées a vivre les pénuries d’eau au
quotidien. Qu'attendez-vous? Quattendons-nous pour réformer les regles d’attribution des fonds
de cohésion, qui empéchent les régions ultrapériphériques francaises d’en bénéficier sous prétexte
du PIB élevé de la France. Comprenez bien que les pénuries d’eau ne sont pas un simple débat a
l'ordre du jour: il s’agit d’'une urgence, d’une crise qui frappe nos compatriotes chaque année, avec
la méme brutalité.

Aujourd’hui, je me permets d’exprimer en leur nom un ras-le-bol! On en a assez des belles paroles
et des promesses vides. Chaque année, nous versons environ 26 milliards d’euros a 'Union
européenne, qui nous en restitue 15. Avec cet excédent de 11 milliards, 'Union européenne doit
soutenir, conformément au principe de subsidiarité, ses citoyens ultramarins en leur garantissant
un acces vital a l'eau.

1-0147-0000
Adrian-George Axinia (ECR).-Doamni presedintd, in calitate de europarlamentar AUR,
membru al Grupului Conservatorilor si Reformistilor, sustin faptul cd Uniunea Europeand ar
trebui sd dezvolte programe sectoriale pentru asigurarea accesului la apd potabild pentru toti
cetdtenii europeni. Indeosebi tdrile mai nou intrate in Uniunea Europeand trebuie sprijinite si
obligate in egald mdsura.

Spre exemplu, in tara mea, din cauza unor guverndri succesive foarte proaste, girate si sprijinite la
Bruxelles, cinci milioane de romani beau apd din surse neverificate, iar opt milioane de romani nu
au acces la canalizare. Conform Institutului National de Statisticd, 23 % din gospodariile din
Romania nu aveau acces la alimentarea cu apd potabild de la retelele publice, iar 41 % din
populatie nu avea acces la sisteme de canalizare prevazute cu statii de epurare. Cele doud numere
trebuie sd fie conexate tocmai pentru cd, folosindu-se sisteme primitive de canalizare, panzele
freatice din care se extrage apa, indeosebi in zonele rurale din Romania, sunt pur si simplu
infestate.
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Toate lucrurile spuse aici sunt bune i frumoase, dar trebuie sd isi asume si cei de la varful Uniunii
Europene sa i tragd de maneca pe cei care guverneazd in tdri ca Romania, unde existd cetdteni care
folosesc apa ca in Evul Mediu.

1-0148-0000
Sigrid Friis (Renew). — Fru formand! PFAS er overalt omkring os, i vores natur og milje, i det
vand vi drikker. Ja, i det vand, som vores bern drikker. Det er en skandale! Gennem vores
drikkevand ophobes PFAS i vores blod, lever, nyrer, og det bliver der for evigt, og konsekvenserne
for os og vores bern: eget risiko for kreft, fosterskader og nedsat fertilitet. Rigtig meget af den
PFAS, som vi drikker, bliver sprojtet direkte ud i naturen af landbruget, og desvaerre gir det den
helt forkerte vej. I dag spreder landbruget fire gange sd meget som for ti dr siden. Men vores
drikkevand er noget af det mest dyrebare, vi har. Alligevel findes der pesticidrester i mere end
halvdelen af de danske drikkevandsboringer. Jeg synes ikke, vi kan vare det bekendt over for vores
bern. Hvis du sperger mig, sa er rent vand en rettighed. En rettighed, som kraever, at vi kemper for
den. Derfor skal Kommissionen indfere et forbud mod skadelige PFAS-pesticider i hele EU. Alt
andet vil veere at gamble med den naeste generation.

1-0149-0000
Kai Tegethoff (Verts/ALE). -Madam President, every citizen has the right to clean drinking
water. Unfortunately, one group of substances that you can be sure of making trouble in water is
PFAS — the forever chemicals, as they are called — because they hardly decompose in nature. There
are more than 10 000 of them, but only 24 of them are so far monitored under European law.
One PFAS which is not even amongst those 24 has been found in high levels in drinking water in
11 countries — so far completely under the radar.

Thanks to the European Parliament, beginning with January 2026 the total PFAS for drinking
water has to be monitored. But knowing our water cycle from rain — over surface water,
groundwater, towards drinking water — a similar group approach should already apply for surface
water.

Commissioner, do you agree with that? And when will the Commission finally propose the
restriction of all PFAS?

1-0150-0000
Emma Fourreau (The Left). - Monsieur le Président, je voudrais en ce jour avoir une pensée
solidaire pour les habitantes et les habitants de Mayotte, frappés par le cyclone Chido, aux
conséquences dévastatrices. Aujourd’hui, 'Europe a les yeux rivés sur les iles de 'océan Indien.
Mais pourquoi avoir si longtemps détourné le regard? A Mayotte, comme dans de nombreux
territoires ultramarins, la crise de I'eau est une réalité quotidienne puisque 30 % de la population
n’est pas raccordée au réseau d’eau potable. Or, les opérations sécuritaires des ministres Darmanin
et Retailleau n’ont fait quaggraver le probleme en privant une partie de la population de I'acces
aux infrastructures. A la Guadeloupe, des écoles sont parfois obligées de fermer, faute de pouvoir
accueillir les enfants en raison de telles conditions.

Les Antilles ont aussi connu l'un des pires scandales sanitaires et environnementaux jamais
survenus en France et en Europe: celui du chlordécone. Pendant des années, la France a sciemment
autorisé l'utilisation de ce pesticide, entrainant jusqu'a aujourd’hui une contamination des sols et
de l'eau qui est consommée, avec des répercussions sur la santé de la population locale. L’Etat
francais et I'Union européenne doivent désormais répondre de leurs actes et ne pas se souvenir de
leurs territoires ultramarins uniquement lorsque des catastrophes naturelles les frappent. Des
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catastrophes sociales, économiques, environnementales y ont cours a l'abri des regards, et elles
affectent ces centaines de milliers d’Européens, qui, eux aussi, ont droit a une vie digne.

1-0151-0000
Mapia Zayapia (NI). — Kupia [poedpe, 1) eA\nvikr) kufépvnon npowdel TOAMTIKEG TTOU UTOVOREVOUY TO
dikaiopa Twv moMTGV ot kadapo, Vo Kal emapkes vepod. H avafinon tou épyou extpomng tou
notapol Ayedwou pe Aegta e Euponaikng Eveong mapafiale tig euponaikés odyies 2000/60 kat
2001/42, kataotpéger meploxég Natura 2000 kar ayvoet ) Prooiun dwayeipion. Avti yia gapawvikd
EPYQ amaItouvTal (EcES eMEVOUOEIS OE UTOOONEG AMOTARIEVOTNG KAl EUMAOUTIONOU TOU UdPOYPOPOU
opiCovta.

H m\nupupa Ntaviel katédeife v avaykn dwatrprong kat mpootaciag Guotkav anolngewy, Oneg
Mpvn Kapha. Zopgova pe petprjoets g ENnviknic Apxne Tewloyikav kar MetaA\eutikav Epeuvav, to
42 % twv unoyelwv udatwy tapouotalet cofapr) unoPadpion, eva oto 24 % kataypagnke TpOPANHaA K¢
Tpog Ta amovtpata. Te moANEG meptoyes e ENNadag i) motdtta tou moctpou vepou eivar akatdAAny,
eve 1 KuPépvron avoiyet kat To dpopo yia Vv dwTikonoinor Tou pEcw e Pudmotikig Apxns
Evépyelac.

Kaho v Evponaiki Evoon va napépfer yia mmy tpnon tev eupomdikov odnytev. To vepo evat
Oepehindeg dikaiwpa, Ot EPTOPLKO TPOIoV. ZNTe Apeot) eupwnaikr dpaot) yia va diaopaliotel kadapo,
TO0TIKO Kat SN OG0 VePO yia OAOUG.

1-0152-0000

Danuse Nerudova (PPE). — Madam President, for too long our societies have taken access to
clean water for granted. Not any more. At home, we need to start treating water as a strategic
resource and adapt to growing water scarcity. We cannot allow irresponsible firms to pour toxic
chemicals into our rivers and lakes, stealing our right to clean water.

Incidents like the contamination of Be¢va River in my home country, Czechia, remind us how
fragile this right can be. Globally, there is a risk that future conflicts will be neither about money
nor power, but about access to drinkable water.

This is not just about human rights any more. Access to water is a matter of global security and
geopolitical stability.

1-0153-0000
Annalisa Corrado (S&D).-Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, tra crisi climatica,
contaminazioni e infrastrutture colabrodo, la carenza di acqua ¢ tornata un problema grave per
troppe persone anche in Europa: penso allo stress idrico in Basilicata, in Sicilia, nelle isole greche,
in tutta 'Europa del Sud; penso agli ampi territori contaminati da PFAS.

La direttiva del 2020 inquadra sia la questione dell'accesso all'acqua potabile sia quella della sua
qualita. Adesso serve una strategia europea integrata, incentrata su resilienza e adattamento alla
crisi climatica, che punti su tutela, decontaminazione e ripristino degli ecosistemi, senza abbassare
'ambizione sulla decarbonizzazione, per evitare che la scure della siccita colpisca ancora piti forte.

Ma serve anche potenziare la capacita di investire nella pianificazione territoriale e nelle
infrastrutture idriche: troppo spesso i governi locali hanno sprecato risorse, anche europee, per
migliorare quelle infrastrutture — e qui penso, ancora una volta, alla Sicilia e ai milioni di euro
perduti.
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L’acqua ¢ un bene primario, ¢ un diritto che va garantito. Su questo — e concludo — vicepresidente
Fitto, dobbiamo lavorare utilizzando tutti gli strumenti dell’'Unione europea e non lasciare spazio
a chi pretende di indebolirla.

1-0154-0000
André Rougé (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, Madame la Présidente, Monsieur le Commissaire,
chers collegues, il est étonnant, au XXle siecle, d’évoquer les difficultés d’acces a I'eau potable.
Pourtant, ces carences demeurent un probleme majeur pour la France d’outre-mer du fait d'un
acces instable et limité. Nos compatriotes paient la double peine de I'inefficience du service public
et de 'absence d’un droit aussi élémentaire que celui de 'acceés a I'eau potable.

Cette situation résulte d’'une planification négligente des investissements publics du gouvernement
francais, et cela est particulierement vrai a Mayotte. J'avais d’ailleurs, a 'époque, demandé un débat
sur le sujet, qui n’avait obtenu le soutien d’aucun des groupes politiques de 'hémicycle. Mayotte,
aujourd’hui frappée par le cyclone Chido, doit faire face plus que jamais aux pénuries d’eau.

Cette situation est aussi le fruit d’autres catastrophes environnementales, comme la pollution au
chlordécone aux Antilles, qui a durablement pollué I'eau et les sols et empoisonné les hommes.
Enfin, la carence en eau potable est la conséquence d’une sécheresse historique dans des régions
qui abritent pourtant des réserves hydriques considérables, comme la Guyane.

Monsieur le Commissaire, face a cette situation inacceptable, que je dénonce inlassablement ici
depuis des années sans étre entendu, je demande une inscription en priorité des régions d’outre-
mer dans les interventions de la Commission européenne en faveur de l'acces a I'eau potable. La
France verse un chéque de 27 milliards d’euros; elle est en droit d’attendre de la Commission une
manifestation de solidarité concréte a I'égard de ses régions ultrapériphériques.

1-0155-0000
Usaitno Bemues (ECR). —I'-xo ITpencenaren, -0 Komucap, B usia EBpona HaOmonasame HapyliaBaHe
Ha BOJOCHAOIWTESTHMTE CHOPBXKEHNMS ¥ BIIOLIABAHE HA KAuyeCTBOTO HA IIOJABaHATa BOHA 3apamy
TNOPOJHUTE TbKIOBE, KAKTO M BbBEKIAHE HAa BOIHY PeXKMMM 3apafiyt CyLINTe.

OcobeHo KPUTNYHO € ITOJIOKEHNETO B pa1710H1/1 Oe3 pe3epBoapu 3a CbXpaHEHNE HAa BOOHMSA OTTOK MIIN CbC
CTapy BOOOIIPOBOON C MHOI'O BUCOK IIPOLIEHT Ha 3ar y6a Ha BOOa.

ITpe3 Ta3u roguHa caMo B buirapus 6muzo 500 Haceneny Mecta oT 105 o6umHy ca Guy, uim B MOMEHTA
ca, Ha BoHeH pexuM. EnHu HAMAT BoMa, a IIpy IpyIu Tede BOJIa C MHOTO JIOLIM Ka4eCTBEHY IOKa3aTeli.

OrpoMeH pobrieM e NuncaTa Ha MHBECTHULM 33 PEKOHCTPYKIIMS 1 MOJICPHIU3ALIS Ha MHPPACTPYKTYpaTa,
a OCBEH TOBa TPsIOBA J1a HACOYMM THPCEHETO CU KbM AIITEPHATMBHY BOTOM3TOUHMIM U 1a PabOTUM 3a
CbXpaHEHVe Ha BOIHMUS pecypc.

3aToBa € 3aTbIIKUTEITHO B IIIIAaHOBETE 32 OlLleHKa U yIpaBJICeHIE Ha pMCKa Ha 0aceiiHOBO HUBO Oa BKITFOUYMM
U BODHUTE KOJIMYECTBA, 3alll0TO B MOMEHTA IMPEKTMBATA € HACOUEHA OCHOBHO KbM KaU€CTBOTO Ha BOJaTa.

1-0156-0000
Pir Holmgren (Verts/ALE). — Fru talman! Som manga talare har konstaterat innan mig s ar det
hér med tillgdngen pa friskt och rent dricksvatten en minsklig rittighet. And& misslyckas vi s&
kapitalt med att skydda den hir rattigheten i EU. Ungefdr 25 % av vart grundvatten nar inte upp
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till de nivder som vi sjdlva har sagt att det ska ha — och den fjirdedelen ska i sin tur ricka till
ungefdr 2/3 av vart dricksvatten.

Vid ett test sd hittades PFAS i 94 % av alla vattenprover. Jag har sjilv levt i Uppsala i storre delen av
mitt liv. Det dr kanske den stad i Sverige, en av de storre stiderna i Sverige, som har storst problem
med PFAS. Det ar bara ett av mdnga exempel runt omkring i Europa.

Vi maste verkligen skirpa till oss pa det hiar omradet och givetvis fa till ett totalstopp nar det géller
PFAS, men ocksa se till att vi far bort fororeningar fran bekampningsmedel och mikroplaster.

Nir jag lyssnar pa debatten hir i dag sa verkar det vara manga som haller med oss grona om att det
har ar sjilvklarheter. Hoppas verkligen att det blir sd, under hela processen framdt och i
omrostningen ocksa.

1-0157-0000
Topyog I'eopyiov (The Left). — Kupia [poedpe, kupte Enitpone, 1 khipatikn alay, 1 epnionoinon,
1 aAOY10TN XP1ION QUTOPAPHAK®V Kait 1] KaTaoTpo@r) Tou meptpaAlovtog anethouy To vepo oty Eupam.
H é\\ewn npoofaong oto vepod eivar éva onpavtiko eumodio yia v avantué, yia v eEaAeyn e
QTOYELAC, YA TNV 01KOOON 0T EVOG E1pNVIKOU HENAOVTOG. ZTIG LIEPEC [aG, TO EEPETE, yivovTal kat TOAEHOL
Y10 TO VEPO, OXL LOVO Y1 TO TETPENAILO.

To mpofAnua eivar iaitepa 0fU kat epaveg oty meploxn e Meooyeiov. H neproyn autr) @ihofevel
éva peyalo pEpog Tou maykoopou mAnduopot mou et umod ouvijkeg udativng gtaxelas. H de yopa
pou, 1 KUmpog, fpioketat yia akopn pia Xpovid 6To €MKEVIPO auths TG kpiong. To avdponivo dikaiopa
NG TPOOGPAOTG OE TOLOTIKO VEpO dev Eet daopalioTel yia OAOUG TOUG avdpdToug.

IV auto anartettar va Aafoupe apeoa pétpa. Na npootateudel o dpootog xapakTiipag Tou Kat va gy
eNITpamel 1 OLWTIKOTIOWOT) TOU TOHER HE OKOTO TO kEPOOG Yyia Toug Atyous. Na emdotrjoet ) Eupann
pkpéc 1d1wTikeg povades eneCepyaotag dakaoool vepou. No avTIHETOMIOEL TIG ONOAELEG VEPOU aTO
ouoTpata udpodoTNonG. Zot) XWPLS vepo dev pmopet va umapéel. Ag i) DUoLaoTel ki auTto 0To P Tou
KamtaAoTikou kEpOOUG.

1-0158-0000
Carmen Crespo Diaz (PPE). — Sefiora presidenta, sefior vicepresidente, el acceso al agua potable,
segura y de calidad es un derecho fundamental de todo ser humano. Pero la realidad es que en
Europa no estd garantizado el acceso al agua por la sequia. Con el cambio climatico, el 45 % del
territorio estd afectado y hoy hay cortes de agua en el sur de Europa.

Por tanto, tenemos que hacer eso, acceder al agua, y después también controlar los contaminantes
y los micropldsticos que ella contenga. Esta claro que esta estrategia de gestion resiliente del agua
es una buena noticia. Pero hay que introducir una directiva sobre la sequia en esta estrategia, algo
que pedimos desde el Partido Popular.

A lo largo de la historia se ha embalsado agua en los periodos de sequia, pero lo que esta claro es
que hoy, por el sectarismo politico, no se quiere embalsar. Se ha desdefiado esa fuente hidrica, con
lo importantisimos que son los embalses de regulacion, que en Cheste hubieran embalsado agua y
también hubieran evitado la dana.

En este caso, hablo también de la mejora de las redes para evitar la pérdida de agua y de la
economia circular: agua regenerada, desalada, importantisima para inyectar en los acuiferos, que
es la hucha para las futuras generaciones. Para ello, hay instrumentos: el BEI es fundamental, pero



78 16-12-2024

también el Next Generation EU, que en paises como el mio estd en el 24 % de su ejecucion y solo el
51 %, en este caso, estd comprometido.

1-0159-0000
Mohammed Chahim (S&D). - Voorzitter, vroeger kenden we dat alleen van de camping in Zuid-
Europa: zuinig doen met het water in de zomer. Nu is het bijna elke zomer ook in Nederland raak.
Vier landen hebben nu meer last van waterstress, zoals dat heet, een jaarlijks tekort aan water. Vier
Europese landen en ik ben echt bang dat dat aantal alleen maar gaat stijgen. Het laat zich raden
waarom.

Waar ik me ook zorgen om maak is de stijgende pfas-waarde in onze rivieren door chemisch afval.
Wanneer komen we eigenlijk met een pfas-verbod? Waarom plaatsen we steeds de belangen van
vervuilende bedrijven boven die van mensen, boven onze gezondheid? Bedrijven, die een carte
blanche krijgen, terwijl onze waterbedrijven meer moeten investeren om hin troep op te ruimen.
Uiteindelijk komt er een moment dat het te laat is. Het grondpeil daalt al. Boeren kampen met
droogte en microplastics zijn al gewoon een deel geworden van ons dagelijks dieet, naast de
gezonde portie pesticiden en pfas. Voorzitter, hoe lang gaat dit nog duren?

1-0160-0000

Julien Sanchez (PfE). — Madame la Présidente, ce débat sur le droit a I'eau potable en Europe est
une occasion importante de vous dire, comme l'ont fait mes collegues Tolassy et Rougé, mon
dégott et ma honte. Alors que ce Parlement et les parlements nationaux dépensent des milliards
pour la Terre entiére, qu'il s’agisse du fonds fiduciaire d'urgence pour I'Afrique —dont la Cour des
comptes européenne a pointé les dérapages et les anomalies —, des milliards de la facilité pour
'Ukraine — que vous balancez en l'air indéfiniment sans chercher la moindre issue pacifique a cette
guerre —, ou encore des milliards pour les pays que vous voulez voir entrer dans I'Union
européenne — et qui ne seraient, une fois entrés, que des charges, n’étant pas des contributeurs nets
au budget de 'Union —, nos propres citoyens, n'ont, dans le méme temps, pas encore acces a 'eau
potable en 2024.

Je parle de nos concitoyens des territoires frangais d’outre-mer, qui nous regardent et ont a juste
titre le sentiment d’étre considérés comme des sous-citoyens. Oui, I'accés a I'eau potable devrait
étre un droit pour chaque Européen. Le gouvernement d’'une grande puissance comme la France
devrait faire de ce sujet une priorité. Ceest juste une question de dignité humaine. Ou sont les droits
de 'homme ici? Cela ne vous choque pas?

Sur ce sujet, je voudrais évoquer ici un deuxieme scandale. Vous qui parlez d’écologie a longueur
de journée tout en versant des milliards pour saccager nos paysages —avec le lobby éolien,
notamment —, pendant que vous assassinez le nucléaire et promouvez le marché européen de
I'électricité — qui ruine notre pouvoir d’achat —, vous laissez dans le méme temps, selon I'Office
francais de la biodiversité, 1 milliard de metres cubes d’eau étre gaspillés chaque année en France.
Et cela uniquement parce qu’il n’y a aucune gestion stratégique de la ressource eau et que IEtat
laisse les collectivités locales gestionnaires impuissantes, car leur seule solution pour investir serait
d’augmenter les taxes sur I'eau —ce qu'elles ne font pas, évidemment, car leurs concitoyens ont
déja un pouvoir d’achat lamentable.

En matiére de droit a 'eau potable, les citoyens veulent une stratégie, mais surtout des actes, pas
des débats stériles. Quand I'eau potable arrivera-t-elle tous les jours chez les Frangais d’outre-mer?
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1-0161-0000
Valentina Palmisano (The Left). — Signora Presidente, onorevoli colleghi, oggi discutiamo di un
diritto fondamentale che sta diventando sempre piu precario: il diritto all'acqua potabile.

Vi porto qualche esempio locale.

In Basilicata 140 000 cittadini vivono ormai con razionamenti idrici che superano le 30 ore
consecutive. La risposta della Regione? Utilizzare 'acqua del fiume Basento, che arriva marrone e
insalubre nei rubinetti delle famiglie. A questo si aggiunge la contaminazione storica del lago del
Pertusillo da parte delle multinazionali di estrazione petrolifera.

Oppure un altro esempio, in Sicilia, dove assistiamo all'alternarsi di crisi idriche e catastrofi
climatiche che non si riescono a fronteggiare con le infrastrutture esistenti. Eppure lattuale
governo italiano investe miliardi nel ponte sullo Stretto, ignorando infrastrutture idriche fatiscenti
e inadeguate.

Ebbene, I'Europa non puo chiudere gli occhi: serve un piano strategico per proteggere le nostre
risorse idriche e garantire acqua potabile e pulita per tutti.

1-0162-0000
Hildegard Bentele (PPE).-Frau Prisidentin! Liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Sauberes
Trinkwasser brauchen wir Menschen wie die Luft zum Atmen. Dass wir in Europa grundsitzlich
sehr guten Zugang zu sauberem Trinkwasser haben, ist eine zivilisatorische Leistung, auf die wir
stolz sein konnen, die es aber auch immer wieder zu erhalten gilt.

Es gehort mit zu den wichtigsten staatlichen Aufgaben, iiber die Sauberkeit von Trinkwasser zu
wachen. Deshalb ist es sehr wichtig, dass wir die neuesten wissenschaftlichen Erkenntnisse und
Daten zur Qualitit unseres Trinkwassers sammeln und auswerten. Seit diesem Jahr befassen wir
uns intensiv mit Spuren von Mikroplastik und sogenannten Ewigkeitschemikalien in unserem
Trinkwasser. Erstmals hat man sich auf einheitliche Messkriterien einigen konnen, die nun
hoffentlich fundierte Vergleiche und die Ableitung von Handlungsempfehlungen ermoglichen
werden.

Vor diesem Hintergrund wiirde ich fiir die Zukunft die folgende beiden Leitlinien formulieren
wollen: Erstens, beim Design neuer Produkte sollte die Recycling- bzw. die Abbaufihigkeit von
Stoffen eine immer grofere Rolle spielen. Und zweitens miissen notwendige, fiir Menschen aber
nachgewiesenermaflen toxische Stoffe stets sicher verarbeitet und entsorgt werden.

Ich glaube, diese beiden Ziele haben das Potenzial, uns die nichsten fiinf Jahre ausfithrlich zu
beschiftigen. Ich freue mich auf die Zusammenarbeit mit Thnen!

1-0163-0000
Giinther Sidl (S&D).-Frau Prasidentin, sehr geehrter Herr Kommissar! Der Zugang zu
sauberem Trinkwasser ist ein Menschenrecht — dariiber waren wir uns hier im Europaischen
Parlament in den vergangenen Jahren einig. Aber das ist keine Selbstverstandlichkeit. Das heifSt
auch, dass wir uns stirker damit auseinandersetzen miissen, welche Schadstoffe den Weg in
unsere Wasserversorgung finden. Wir brauchen einen neuen Umgang mit dem Thema
Mikroplastik. Wir miissen ein stirkeres Augenmerk auf die immer hdufiger nachgewiesenen
Ewigkeitschemikalien, die PFAS, legen. Ebenso ist es wichtig, das Thema Pestizide und deren
Reduktion im Auge zu behalten.
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Ich pladiere hier wie in den vergangenen fiinf Jahren fiir eine Européische Forschungsinitiative fiir
echte und wirksame okologische Alternativen zu den bisher eingesetzten Pestiziden. Bei der
Finanzierung all dieser Schritte fiir unsere Wasserqualitit muss der Fokus beim
Verursacherprinzip liegen. Wir diirfen nicht zulassen, dass dieses stindig aufgeweicht wird.

1-0164-0000
Procedura "catch-the-eye”

1-0165-0000
Hélder Sousa Silva (PPE). — Senhora Presidente, Senhor Comissdrio, sem dgua potavel ndo temos
vida. O século passado foi tempo de garantir e levar a 4gua potavel a casa dos cidadios europeus.
Foi uma grande batalha, mas que ainda ndo terminou.

As alteracdes climdticas, a poluicdo dos aquiferos e a destruicdo das infraestruturas estio a por em
causa, nalgumas latitudes da Unido, o fornecimento de dgua.

O sul da Europa, em particular Portugal, na zona do Algarve e no Alentejo, assim como o sul de
Espanha, jd experimentam grandes dificuldades ndo s6 em ter dgua para a agricultura, mas,
também, dgua para consumo humano. Agua que hd 30 anos estava a 30 metros de altura, hoje
estd a 300 metros de altura de profundidade. Quer isto dizer que estd dez vezes mais distante e é
de pior qualidade.

A Unido Europeia, em colaboragdo com os Estados-Membros afetados, tem de colocar a escassez
de dgua como a sua grande prioridade.

1-0166-0000
Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D).— Gerbiamas komisare, noréciau atkreipti démesij, kad,
kalbant apie $varaus geriamo vandens problemg, i tiesy, Komisijai tenka jgyvendinti tarp
komisary bendrg strategijg. Tai ne tik Jiisy, tai yra ir sveikatos komisaro, tai yra aplinkos komisaro,
daugelio kity, bendros strategijos reikalas. Akivaizdu, kad turime spresti Sias problemas tarp 27
valstybiy, galvodami ir apie tai, kad reikia sudaryti geriamo vandens atsargas tada, kada istinka
sausros ir reikia greitai reaguoti ir greitai suteikti pagalba. Cia negali biiti komercinio intereso —
geriamas vanduo yra zmogaus teisé, sveikata ir vieSoji gérybé. Todél struktfiriné parama ir
galimybé sudaryti vandens rezervo fondus, padedant skubiai toms keturioms ar penkioms $alims,
kurias iStinka sausra ir krizé, turi veikti ypatingos skubos tvarka. Zinoma, vandens uZterstumas,
higieninés salygos yra numeris vienas, kg reikia jgyvendinti nedelsiant.

1-0167-0000
Jutta Paulus (Verts/ALE). — Frau Prasidentin, liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Wasser ist Leben,
und es ist allerhochste Zeit, dass die Europaische Union ins Handeln kommt. Mehr als 20 Jahre
nach Verabschiedung der Wasserrahmenrichtlinie sind die Ziele nimlich immer noch in weiter
Ferne, und die eskalierende Klimakrise verbessert die Situation natiirlich nicht. Es geht um drei
Dinge:

Qualitdt — Wasser ist unser wichtigstes Lebensmittel. Es geht darum: Wie sauber ist es? Wie viel
Aufwand miissen unsere Wasserwerke betreiben, um giftige oder krebserzeugende Substanzen
daraus zu entfernen? Leider gibt es immer noch Kollegen, die meinen, man sollte gerade wieder
neue Substanzen in die Umwelt bringen.
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Zugang — Trinkwasser ist Teil der Daseinsvorsorge. Der Zugang zu sauberem Wasser darf keine
Frage des Geldbeutels sein, sondern muss ein Recht sein. An erster Stelle muss die Versorgung der
Menschen stehen.

Drittens — Verfiigbarkeit. Wasser ist kostbar; es darf nicht verschwendet werden. Wir haben viel zu
viele undichte Leitungen, wir haben ineffiziente Bewdsserung, wir haben altmodische
Kithlsysteme. Der Nachschub an sauberem Wasser wird ausbleiben, wenn wir weiterhin unsere
Okosysteme so sehr vernichten, dass wir keine Grundwasserneubildung haben.

1-0168-0000
Agvtépng Nikohdouv-AlaBavog (NI). —To povo dikaiwpa oto vepd mou avayvepiter n Euponaikn
Evwor) eivat to €£n6: o1 Ophot va o epmopevovtal kat 0 Aadg va To mAnpaver mavakpipa, omote dev o
otepeitat. Me v odnyia-mhaiolo yia to vepo, yia mePLopopo {tnong, mpowdnoate TV avakTon
KooToug, dnhadn auénoels Tipoloyiwy, diayelplon PEcw OLWTIKOMOUHEVOY SNHOTIKGY EMIXEIPNOELV )
A.E., pe kuPepviioeis OV TOV amoxXpOOE®Y.

Ta xovduha ¢ Eveong dev Détouv e mpoTepaoTTa To ANAITOUHEVA £pya UTOOORMY, EMAPKELIS
vepou, PelTinong e mototntag umnpeotav, av dev cupfadilouv pe ™y kepdogopia Twv opilwv. e
oNOKANp TN XOPA VOIKOKUPIQ Kat FLOMAAAIOTEG yPOTOKTIVOTPOPOL Taipvouv mavakptfo vepod pe To
OTAYOVOHETPO, EVO Yia TOUG peyaloEevodoyoug umapyel pépipva yia va yepiCouv ot moives. Kataducalet
Tov Nao o Aewpudpia, oe dakomég udpodOTNONG, TOV avaykalet va ayopalel epQLINOUIEVO VEPO, Kal OL
opthot Inoauvpilouy. AuT €ivat 1) EUPWEVWOLAKT) OTPATNYIKI).

Auvapavoupie, Aomov, Tov ayeva yia ginvo, ToloTIKO VEPO (e €pya UTOJONG and TO KPATOG, XWPIG
10LOTEG, YWPIG TIAPAXWPT]OELS, Y10l VEPO-KOWVOVIKO ayao, Yiol TIG avayKeg TG Aaikng mAeloyniag.

1-0169-0000
Ingeborg Ter Laak (PPE). — Voorzitter, je draait je kraan 's ochtends open en er komt bruin water
uit. Toegang tot schoon drinkwater is een fundamenteel recht. Toch is vervuild drinkwater de
realiteit voor meer dan 14 miljoen Europeanen. Flessenwater is niet altijd te verkrijgen, is niet
duurzaam en is veelal duur.

Je zou denken dat we in een waterrijk land als Nederland dit probleem niet kennen. Echter, niets is
minder waar. Ook in Nederland kennen we steeds meer periodes van droogte en in de delta van
Nederland is het schoonhouden van ons drinkwater bijzonder moeilijk. Door vervuiling kost het
zuiveren van het water steeds meer energie.

Wat wij moeten doen is het echt aanpakken aan de bron. Duidelijke en strenge regels stellen voor
vervuiling van ons drinkwater. Alleen zo houden we ons drinkwater schoon, voor nu en in de
toekomst.

1-0170-0000
Lukas Sieper (NI). - Frau Prisidentin! Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren und alle dazwischen und
auflerhalb! Auch ich wollte eigentlich die Zahl der Menschen in Europa nennen, die keinen
Zugang zu sauberem Trinkwasser haben — das hat die Kollegin Ter Laak gliicklicherweise bereits
getan. Ich mochte das zum Anlass nehmen, der Kollegin Bentele mit vollstem Respekt zu
widersprechen. Sie hat gesagt, wir haben eine gute Situation, was die Verteilung von sauberem
Trinkwasser in Europa angeht. Ich finde, wenn iiber 14 Millionen Menschen in Europa noch
keinen Zugang zu sauberem Trinkwasser haben, dann ist das heutzutage keine gute Situation.
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Abseits davon freue ich mich aber, denn ich komme ja von einer kleinen Partei, und wir von
kleinen Parteien, wir haben es normalerweise nicht leicht, weil wir nicht so viel bewegen konnen,
wenn die anderen nicht gliicklicherweise zufillig dieselben Forderungen haben wie wir. Nun steht
in unserem Wahlprogramm ausdriicklich drin, dass wir uns fur das Verbot von
Ewigkeitschemikalien einsetzen, und das mochte ich an dieser Stelle noch einmal bekriftigen.
Deswegen macht es mich besonders gliicklich, dass das hier von allen politischen Lagern ebenso
wiedergegeben wurde.

Also lassen Sie uns diese Ewigkeitschemikalien verbieten. Lassen Sie uns unser Trinkwasser
wirklich sauber halten.

1-0171-0000
(Fine della procedura "catch the eye”)

1-0172-0000
Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President of the Commission.—Madam President, honourable
Members, this debate today shows the importance of this topic, but it also shows the challenges
the EU is facing today.

It is clear that we must continue our efforts to maintain and improve access to clean drinking
water for all EU citizens. The challenges we are facing are linked to water scarcity, protection of
our natural water resources and the need to address pollutants in the environment.

Only an approach which covers the entire water supply chain will offer long lasting
solutions. With the recast Drinking Water Directive, we have a solid legislative framework in
place, but we need to collectively improve the implementation.

I take the Commission’s role as guardian of the Treaties very seriously. The Drinking Water
Directive will be no exception. I can assure you of our commitment to ensure the full and effective
implementation of this directive. I will also offer the Commission support where needed.

Regarding the PFAS, the Commission has launched a study to evaluate the technical and economic
feasibility of treatment techniques for removing PFAS from drinking water. The first results on
health-based values are expected in 2026. The Commission will consider what steps might need
to be taken to further protect human health through the Drinking Water Directive. We will also
make sure that that these topics are properly addressed in the water resilience strategy.

[ am grateful for your continued support and cooperation on those key files, and I am looking
forward to working together on the next steps.

1-0173-0000

PRESIDENCE: YOUNOUS OMARJEE
Vice-Président

1-0174-0000
Le Président. — Le débat est clos.
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Déclarations écrites (article 178)

1-0174-5000
T'eadng 'eadn (ECR), ypartac. — To vepd elvar LwTknAg onpactag, éva and ta moAvTpotepa ayadd
TIoU £X€L 0 AVDPLTOG.

H Kimpog av kat eivan voi, fpéxetar dnhadn and ddlacoa, v ToUTolG avuipetwmilel Teplotia
npoPAuata Enpaciag kar Aewpudpiag. AuoTuy®G Ol TOGOTITEG MOGCLHOU VEpPOU €ivar o€ emKivouva
Xapn\a enineda, evo Ta paypata 0T XOPa LG £XOUV OTEPEYEL

Kpolow tov kedwva tou kvdlvou, {ntavtag otpiEn yia v matpida Hou yia va avTIHETOMIOEL TO
Tepaotio mpofAnpa mou avtipetoniler. [pénet eneryoviwg va fpolpe NUoeig ota mpofAipata.

EmBal\etar va amodeopeutolv kovoUNLa OTHPIENG TOV KPATAY TOU 1] TAPATETALEVT avopfpia £xel yivel
eQLANTNG, evo 1) dnoupyia povadev agaldtwong Jalacovol vepou, pnopet va oupfalet Jetika ot
eni\uorn tou npofAnpatog, apol da fondioel TPOTIOTWE TOUG YE®PYOUG, Kat KATA deUTEPO VOIKOKUPLA
KOl EMLYELPTOEIG.

Téhog, wg Eupwmaikn Eveon va mpénet va deopodetriooupe Tipoloyiakn [ToAtikr oUteg Gote va
UTAPYEL avOTaTO OpLo otV Tigr) Tou vepou. O KatavahwTig va £xel Ty duvatdtta va ayopacet vepo
oty idta i), eite To mpopnVelete and unepayopa, eite and TOAUTENT YOPO eoTiaong.

1-0174-7500
Gabriella Gerzsenyi (PPE), irdsban. — A tiszta ivoviz alapvetd sziikséglet és emberi jog, amit a
Fidesz kormany figyelmen kiviil hagy. A magyar kormdny bizonyitottan nem mikodik, hiszen
még az ilyen alapvetd sziikségletet sem képes biztositani az dllampolgarai szamara.

Magyarorszagon a lakossdg 2%-at, mintegy 200 ezer embert érint az elsédleges vizszegénység,
mert lakéhelyitkon nincs biztositott vezetékes ivovizellatas. Emellett tobb milli6 ember kiizd
masodlagos vizszegénységgel, amely a nem megfelel§ vizmingséget vagy idGszakos vizhidnyt
jelenti. Ez kiilonosen stlyos az Alfoldon, Eszak-Magyarorszagon, és Budapest agglomeracidjdban
is, a nyari aszalyok idején.

Az Eurdpai Bizottsag 2016-ban kotelezettségszegési eljarast inditott Magyarorszag ellen az ivoviz
mindségének problémdi miatt. Vidéken a legfébb gondot az arzén- és boértartalom unids
hatarértékének tullépése jelenti, de nem elhanyagolhat6 a talzott 6lom érték a f6varosi csapvizben
sem. 2024-ben még mindig 27 telepiilésen kémiai szempontbdl kifogdsolt az ivéviz minGsége,
110 telepiilésen pedig bakterioldgiai problémak meriiltek fel. A telepiilések 40%-dban volt
valamilyen probléma az ivoviz minéségével 2024-ben. Ezek a szamok egyértelmden jelzik, hogy a
kormdany nem tudott, és nem is akart atfogé megoldast nytjtani a problémara.



84 16-12-2024

A tiszta ivoviz alapvet§ emberi jog, ezért mi, a Tisza Part politikusai azon dolgozunk, hogy ezt
minden magyar szdmdra elérhet6vé tegyitk. Ujra fel fogjuk allitani a Kornyezetvédelmi
minisztériumot, hogy a problémat a legmagasabb szinten kezelhessiik.

18. Une législation européenne en faveur de I'innovation: réduire
le cofit de I'innovation en Europe (débat)

1-0176-0000
Le Président. — L'ordre du jour appelle a présent le débat sur la déclaration de la Commission
intitulée «Une législation européenne en faveur de l'innovation: réduire le cott de I'innovation en
Europe» [2024/2996(RSP)].

1-0177-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Member of the Commission.—Mr President, honourable Members, it is a
privilege to address this plenary today for the first time since this House approved the new
College. I am grateful for the opportunity to discuss the European Innovation Act, a central piece
of our approach to strengthen our innovation ecosystem and lower the cost of innovation. A
month ago, during my hearing, I stressed the importance of putting research and innovation at the
heart of the EU competitiveness agenda.

Just a few days ago, President von der Leyen confirmed that closing the innovation gap will be a
major pillar of the new Competitiveness Compass, which will guide the Commission’s work in
this new mandate. Fostering and deploying innovation is crucial for our sustainable prosperity,
technological sovereignty, security, resilience and global influence. For example, innovation is
crucial to circularity, as we will outline in a future Circular Economy Act. Here, it can boost
demand for secondary materials, including critical raw materials.

While supporting the green transition, innovation must also accelerate the development of
strategic technologies. This will be a key objective of our upcoming Bioeconomy Strategy, Biotech
Act and the Strategy for European Life Sciences.

European innovation must also help us to foster the development and diffusion of digital
technologies, key to productivity, and therefore accelerate the digital and clean transition. Yet, as
the Draghi report has highlighted, Europe is failing to translate innovation into
commercialisation. Innovative companies meet obstacles at every stage due to regulatory hurdles,
burdens and fragmentation.

The diagnosis is clear. We now must act and step up our efforts to address these challenges. This is
the main objective of the European Innovation Act. It will simplify and streamline our regulatory
framework, facilitate access to venture capital and support them in testing new solutions and
technologies. It will also build on a dedicated EU start-up and scale-up strategy that I will present
next year.

Let me present some of the dimensions the European Innovation Act will cover. First, it will look
at innovative approaches and tools. For example, regulatory sandboxes have a clear potential; they
offer an opportunity for companies to test their solutions in market conditions and get their first
major order. However, these tools are underutilised and fragmented. We must advance them and
give more certainty to innovators. We must also look at other regulations that could be more
unified across the EU, such as the legal status and the 28th regime.
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Second, it will tackle our underdeveloped EU financial market by mobilising more private capital.
The EU accounts for just 5 % of global venture capital funds raised, compared to 52 % in the
United States and 40 %in China. Our European Innovation Council is already playing a vital role
here. It supports the next generation of breakthrough technologies addressing bottlenecks in
innovators’ journeys.

The added value of pooling resources for innovation at the EU level is strong. Every euro invested
by the EIC fund crowds in over EUR 4 of additional investment into deep-tech startups and SMEs.
The recent ex-post evaluation of Horizon 2020 found that companies funded experienced an
average increase of 20 % in employment growth in the years following the grant, and they saw an
average increase of 30 % in turnover and total assets growth compared to similar companies that
did not receive funding.

Thirdly, we will look at skills and talent which is fundamental for our companies to develop their
innovative products and solutions. We can build upon the efforts of the European Institute of
Innovation and Technology to encourage entrepreneurial education and upskilling. The Maria
Sktodowska-Curie Actions is also an essential flagship programme for the skills and career
development of researchers and innovators. Under this programme, we are currently assessing the
recommendation of the High-Level Group of experts, chaired by Professor Heitor, to launch a
'Choose Europe’ pilot to create a more attractive European research ecosystem by reducing
precarity and improving working conditions for each career researcher.

Growth depends significantly on their ability to attract and retain talent. This includes women as
an important pool of talent in R&I and for startups. The attractiveness of the EU as a place for
talent depends on the resources we can offer to innovators, not only venture capital but also hard
and soft infrastructure. The announcement last week of new Al factories in the EU is an example
of this. The proposal for a European Al Research Council that I will put forward is intended to
further boost Al research and improve the access to world-class Al resources for researchers
across key areas. This is part of the broader applied Al strategy to boost the uptake of Al also in
industry and our public sector, as Al is an engine for Europe’s innovation and competitiveness.

I and Executive Vice-President Virkkunen kicked off consultations with experts on Al last week to
understand Europe’s needs. Let me also mention the important role that the European Research
Area Act, which is another act that I will put forward during my mandate, will have for retaining
talent within the EU. We know, however, that hiring high-skilled workers from outside of the
European Union remains too costly and burdensome and does not meet companies’ needs.

Finally, our approach towards improving innovation performance must be better coordinated
across the EU. We have currently no established way to coordinate innovation policies between
the EU and the Member States, as well as amongst the Member States. More alignment in the years
to come will be key.

Last but definitely not least, [ want to stress how committed I am to the simplification efforts of
this Commission and the important role it plays for our competitiveness. The simplification
efforts already ongoing in Horizon Europe via the introduction of lump sums and the personnel
unit costs, is set to benefit smaller beneficiaries and companies in particular. Going ahead, I will
strive for further radical simplification and clear priorities.

Honourable Members, as a first step towards the European Innovation Act, [ will be launching an
extensive public consultation in the coming months. Through this, we will gather feedback and
input from all relevant stakeholders all across our Union. I am also looking forward to hearing the
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views of this House on how the European Innovation Act can best support European innovators,
as well as to Europe’s contribution in making it a reality. I am confident that together we can
create a more innovative, more competitive and more prosperous Europe, one that is better
equipped to address the challenges of the 21st century.

1-0178-0000
Letizia Moratti, a nome del gruppo PPE.-Signor Presidente, signora Commissaria, onorevoli
colleghi, un sistema di educazione superiore universale, inclusivo e accessibile a tutti, con costi
universitari tra il 50 e il 90 % piu bassi rispetto agli atenei anglosassoni; due milioni di ricercatori
rispetto al milione e mezzo degli Stati Uniti nel 2022; programmi internazionali e mobilita
culturale, come Erasmus: questo ¢ il quadro dei valori educativi europei che fatica a tradursi in
innovazione.

Dobbiamo lavorare per trattenere i talenti e per gli investimenti. Spendiamo circa la meta degli
americani e un terzo dei cinesi; 'anno scorso gli Stati Uniti hanno attratto 300 miliardi di
investimenti esteri contro i 90 dell'Unione europea. Servono partenariati pubblico-privati e meno
burocrazia.

Iniettare piu finanziamenti nel sistema non ¢ pero la sola soluzione: occorre, prima di tutto,
cambiare alcuni fondamentali della catena di valore che dalla ricerca arriva ai prodotti innovativi,
fondamentali quali il trasferimento tecnologico e la capacita di attrarre piti capitale di rischio.
Queste sono le due voci, fra loro correlate, in cui I'innovazione dell'Unione europea ¢ decisamente
inferiore rispetto a Stati Uniti, Svizzera e Regno Unito.

Guardiamo con interesse alle proposte della Commissione per superare la frammentazione degli
investimenti, investire nei settori strategici e sostenere le medie e piccole imprese nell'innovazione.

Dobbiamo inoltre permettere a chi ha un’idea di mettersi in gioco, con una riforma comune del
diritto fallimentare che garantisca il diritto di fallire permettendo di ripartire velocemente; ridurre i
costi ma anche introdurre profonde riforme per rendere I'innovazione il vero catalizzatore per
un’Europa piti competitiva.

1-0179-0000
Matthias Ecke, im Namen der S§D-Fraktion. — Herr Prisident! Frau Kommissarin, schon, Sie heute
hier zu sehen, und ich freue mich auf die Zusammenarbeit fiir ein innovatives Europa. Denn die
EU ist ein Innovationsstandort von Weltrang. Wir haben hervorragende Forscherinnen und
Forscher, tolle Unternehmenspersonlichkeiten, die mutig sind, und gut ausgebildete Fachleute in
selbstbewussten Belegschaften — die wollen alle gemeinsam innovieren. Aber natiirlich ist das
Potenzial noch nicht vollig ausgeschopft von Europa als Innovationsstandort, und deswegen ist
der European Innovation Act, den Sie vorschlagen wollen, auch sehr dringend notig.

Natiirlich brauchen wir eine Stirkung des Ubergangs von der Forschung in die Marktreife. Wir
brauchen mehr Wagniskapital aus dem privaten Kapitalmarkt, aber auch aus klugen o6ffentlichen
Quellen. Und es sollte auch einen besseren Fokus geben auf praktische Antworten, dass man
Innovationen frithzeitig testen kann.

Aber, Frau Kommissarin, es geht nicht nur darum, Innovation leichter zu machen und zu
entbiirokratisieren. Denn sind wir ehrlich: Die Leute, die hier innovativ titig sind in Europa, die
konnten tiberall hingehen. Die entscheiden sich fiir Europa, weil es ihnen auch ums Herz geht. Es
geht ihnen auch darum, etwas beizutragen fir die Menschheitsherausforderungen, denen wir uns
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entgegenstellen. Die wollen etwas Sinnvolles tun. Deswegen: Innovation in Europa heif$t immer
auch, das Leben der Menschen besser machen — das sollte unser Gedanke sein, der uns leitet.

1-0180-0000
Ondfej Krutilek, za skupinu ECR. — Vézeny pane predsedajici, vdZzend pani komisatko, jsem velmi
rad, Ze Evropsky akt o inovacich je jednou z prvnich iniciativ, kterou ndm nova Komise
pfedstavuje. VEfm, Ze je to jasny signdl, Ze to myslite s dirazem na konkurenceschopnost
Evropské unie vazné. V EU potiebujeme globalné uspésné firmy, které dokdzi inovovat.
Potfebujeme start-upy, které zde nejenom vyrostou, ale taky ztstanou. Pokud nase firmy maji
inovovat, musi pro né byt jednoduché pievést vyzkum do praxe. Ale ze vSech stran slysime, Ze
témi hlavnimi problémy jsou pferegulovanost a pfistup k financim. Regulace a s tim spojend
administrativni zatéZ je horizontdlnim problémem, ktery nejvice dopadd na malé a stfedni
podniky. Je proto potieba dtikladnd inventura povinnosti a hlavné rozumny pfistup k jakékoliv
budouci legislativé. Pokud jde o penize, tak souhlasim s tim, Ze velkym problémem je neexistence
unie kapitdlovych trha, ale té se jen tak nedockdme. Proto si myslim, Ze je nezbytné nutné
okamzité nastartovat vefejny a pfedev$im soukromy kapitdl v Evropské unii. Bez toho se
nehneme z mista.

1-0181-0000
Anna Stiirgkh, im Namen der Renew-Fraktion.—Herr Prisident! Herzlich willkommen, Frau
Kommissarin! Die EU zur wettbewerbsfahigsten und nachhaltigsten dynamischen
wissensbasierten Wirtschaft der Welt zu machen, das wollten wir bereits 2000 mit der Lissabon-
Strategie. Dann wieder 2010, dann in der Europaischen Innovationsagenda 2022 und heute mit
dem Innovation Act.

Immer wieder die gleichen Ziele, immer wieder die gleichen Worter. Jetzt liegt es an uns, jetzt liegt
es an lhnen, Frau Kommissarin, sicherzustellen, dass die Folgen diesmal andere sind. Ich habe
vorher vieles von Thnen gehort, was Potenzial hat, Europa zu einem echten Innovationshub zu
machen, wo privates Risikokapital flielt, wo Gesetze Innovation nicht nur zulassen, sondern
fordern, und wo Ideen in Sandkasten spielen und dann auch groff werden konnen.

Der Innovation Act darf kein leerer Wunsch ans Christkind bleiben. Gemeinsam miissen wir es
schaffen, dass die Ideen, die hier geboren werden, auch hier in Europa umgesetzt werden und dann
von Europa aus die ganze Welt bereichern.

1-0182-0000
Damian Boeselager, on behalf of the Verts/ALE Group.—Mr President, I have the firm belief that
Europe can unfold a huge potential. We are probably only at 10 % of where we could actually be
when it comes to innovation. But 'm with my colleague from Renew, Anna Stiirgkh, on the fact
that we have exhausted our vocabulary for innovation. And the question is: didn’t the politicians
in the past also want to be innovative? And why are we not there yet?

The truth is that there are a couple of reasons. One is — and I think it’s the most important one —
that all politicians face a dilemma. Do we give cash to existing big businesses who, together with
their unions, say, 'hey, we really need some money to survive this next innovation’? Or do we give
some money to new industries and use it to actually save innovators? It’s far too easy to save
existing jobs, and it’s very difficult to build those that can’t scream for your attention yet.

So when you talk about access to capital, idea generation, when you talk about regulatory burden,
when you talk about all these things, it's great to put that in an Innovation Act. But the actual
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place where it should be is the clean industrial act, the main programme of the European
Commission.

So ' was very happy about your nomination as a start-up Commissioner, but please make sure this
is not just one side element of the European Commission’s programme, but the actual core piece —
that the innovation pact is the core piece of the Clean Industrial Deal. And then we will be
successful if we also break national egos.

1-0183-0000
Dario Tamburrano, a nome del gruppo The Left.— Signor Presidente, signora Commissaria,
onorevoli colleghi, vi raccontero una storia.

Nell'ottava legislatura mi sono gia occupato di innovazione, in particolare di stampa 3D.
Successivamente, tornato nella societa civile, nel 2020 ho partecipato e vinto un bando Orizzonte
Europa per terze parti del Fraunhofer Institute, proponendo l'uso della manifattura additiva nella
produzione di giocattoli innovativi.

L'output del progetto ha dimostrato possibilita estremamente promettenti anche nell'ottica del
New Bauhaus europeo, che coniuga design, innovazione e sostenibilita.

Tuttavia la complessita delle norme europee attuali rende di fatto impossibile certificare molti
prodotti realizzati in manifattura additiva: neanche una nota marca di mattoncini con milioni di
investimenti sul 3D printing riesce a rispettare appieno gli standard europei, non per problemi di
sicurezza reale ma perché tali standard sono nati e concepiti per un diverso tipo di produzione.

I giocattoli sono solo un esempio. Non sono gli unici prodotti che hanno difficolta a essere
immessi sul mercato: vi sono anche prodotti da costruzione, pezzi di ricambio, alcuni dispositivi
medici o di protezione individuale e altro.

Aggiornare gli standard tecnici e le norme armonizzate permetterebbe la reale diffusione di tale
tecnologia a vantaggio non solo delle PMI europee, ma anche della economicita, della resilienza
delle catene di approvvigionamento, della riduzione delle emissioni e del miglioramento del ciclo
intero di vita dei prodotti.

Invito pertanto colleghi e Commissione a tenere conto di queste criticita, di cui ho raccontato
un’esperienza diretta, mantenendo e migliorando anche i requisiti di sicurezza e protezione del
consumatore, con un'etichettatura specifica dei materiali di input per la stampa 3D che ne
garantisca l'affidabilita e la salubrita, facilitando quindi la certificazione del prodotto finale.

1-0184-0000
Sarah Knafo, au nom du groupe ESN. —Monsieur le Président, chers collegues, il y a trois ans déja,
de l'autre coté de 'Atlantique, le président d’El Salvador a décidé d'investir pour son pays dans les
cryptomonnaies. A I'époque, il a été conspué par la classe politique et par le FMI 11 affiche
aujourd’hui une plus-value de 100 %, soit des centaines de millions de dollars disponibles pour
son peuple, pour la sécurité et pour la souveraineté de son pays. Le monde entier se prépare
désormais a tirer parti de cette révolution de la finance décentralisée. Donald Trump, quant a lui,
va constituer une réserve stratégique de bitcoins pour les Etats-Unis. Jerome Powell, le président de
la Réserve fédérale américaine, parle maintenant d’«or numérique». Le bitcoin explose.

Et que fait 'Union européenne? L'Union européenne dilapide notre argent dans des gabegies
invraisemblables. Elle continue d’accumuler des déficits tragiquement inflationnistes. Elle s’obstine
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a réguler, taxer, freiner. Il est temps de changer de paradigme! Il est temps de protéger nos peuples
face a linflation et aux mauvais choix économiques de nos Etats. Il est temps de dire non aux
tentations totalitaires de la Banque centrale européenne, qui veut imposer 1 euro numérique
entierement a sa main. Nous ne voulons pas de ce monde dystopique, oii un bureaucrate européen
pourra demain nous interdire certaines transactions et méme nous éliminer du systeme bancaire
en un clic, pour de simples propos tenus sur les réseaux sociaux ou pour une opinion qui déplait.
Il est temps de miser sur la liberté. Il est temps que nos Etats investissent dans le bitcoin pour
constituer des réserves stratégiques nationales. Il est temps de développer l'industrie du minage.

Nous, les Frangais, nous avons les cartes en main avec notre atout nucléaire. Arrétons de taxer
toujours plus les détenteurs de cryptomonnaies. C'est leur intelligence, leur risque, leurs nuits
blanches qui leur ont permis de constituer leur épargne. Laissons-les se protéger de I'engrenage
fou que vous avez créé: déficit public qui pousse a la création monétaire, qui crée l'inflation, qui
conduit au chaos. Osons la liberté! Cessons d’avoir peur de notre ombre. Restons fideles a
'ambition de notre civilisation.

1-0185-0000
Lukas Mandl (PPE).—Herr Prisident! Liebe Kolleginnen und Kollegen, Frau Kommissarin,
herzlich willkommen im Europdischen Parlament. Schon, dass wir die erste Debatte miteinander
haben zum wichtigen Thema der Innovation. Es freut mich, dass Ihr allererster Termin sofort nach
Threr Nominierung durch Ursula von der Leyen als Kommissarin fiir Innovation Sie in mein Biiro
gefithrt hat. Wir haben damals schon ausgefithrt, wie wichtig Innovation ist, und ich mochte das
heute betonen, hier im Plenum des Europdischen Parlaments.

Innovation ist nicht irgendein Luxus, Extra, sondern Innovation ist die Triebkraft des
menschlichen Vorankommens schlechthin, des wirtschaftlichen Vorankommens und der
Grundlage fiir unsere sozialen Sicherungssysteme.

Viele Menschen haben Sorge um die Wirtschaft. Viele Menschen haben Sorge, dass Europa so
etwas wird wie der Konsumkontinent, weil wir gerade noch auf der Basis dessen, was
Generationen vor uns aufgebaut haben, konsumieren, was aber anderswo moglicherweise
erfunden und vielleicht auch noch anderswo produziert wird. Jetzt braucht es die Trendumkehr.
Ursula von der Leyen hat eine zweite Chance bekommen durch dieses Parlament. Sie sind fiir
Innovation dort zustandig.

Machen Sie diesem Parlament gute Vorschlige, dann konnen wir die Wirtschaft voranbringen.
Innovation, Forschung und Entwicklung stirken in Europa: Das verdienen die kommenden
Generationen auf der Basis dessen, was Generationen vor uns geleistet haben.

1-0186-0000
Sofie Eriksson (S&D). - Herr talman! Vi politiker talar gdrna oss varma om nya uppfinningar —
fission, kvantdatorer och elflyg. Men i vér entusiasm glommer vi ofta nagonting valdigt viktigt —
att de bista besluten om vad man ska forska pd, de kommer inte att tas i den har kammaren.

I'stdllet mdste vi vdrna den lokala forankringen for att trygga de behov som faktiskt finns dir ute.
Jag menar, titta pa Arctic Six, 2700 kilometer harifrdn vid polcirkelns rand. Dér har universitet
gatt thop och skapat en plattform for forskning och utbildning som gor verklig skillnad.
Tillsammans med myndigheter och lokalsamhillen férankrar man sig i verklighetens villkor.
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Om vi vill att forskningen ska bidra till att uppfylla politikens malsittning, ricker det inte att tala
om superdatorer — jag vet att vi dr ganska eniga om det hir. I stillet maste den stora visionen utga
fran verkligheten, dir forskare moter de riktiga problemen och hittar de riktiga l6sningarna.

1-0187-0000
Dick Erixon (ECR). - Herr talman! Dagens debatt om innovation i Europa dr mycket viktig. Laget
ar allvarligt. EU:s andel av virldsekonomin minskar snabbt och vér industri flyttar utomlands. Vi
spenderar mindre pé forskning d4n USA, dir fyra gdnger mer riskkapital investeras och dubbelt s&
mdnga patent registreras.

Vi missar tech-boomen. EU har bara 85 stycken enhorningsforetag, medan USA har 500. Sa har
kan vi inte fortsitta. Overstatliga strategier, bidragsprogram och en ny europeisk rittsakt om
innovation loser ingenting. Vi behover mer frihet. Vi maste ge innovatorer och entreprenorer
mojlighet att satsa. Genom att avskaffa byrdkrati och krangliga regelverk, skapa incitament for att
oka tillgdngen pa privat kapital — sa okar vi innovationskraften.

1-0188-0000
Oihane Agirregoitia Martinez (Renew). — Sefior presidente, sefiora comisaria, estd usted en sus
cien primeros dias y nos quedamos con esos planes sobre la ley europea en materia de innovacion
para reducir brechas con los Estados Unidos, para impulsar sectores clave como las biotecnologias
o las tecnologias disruptivas, impulsar la simplificacion, acceder a capital riesgo, favorecer el
crecimiento y nacimiento de empresas emergentes y de empresas emergentes en expansion... Yo
vengo de Euskadi, una region en la que en el cuadro europeo de indicadores de la innovacién
estamos por encima de la media europea y al nivel del grupo de paises innovadores fuertes, como
pueden ser Luxemburgo, Bélgica, Alemania o Estonia, y, por lo tanto, creemos firmemente en el
programa Horizonte Europa y a través de él, ademds, presentamos proyectos y hemos obtenido
financiacion para proyectos importantes de [+D en colaboracién publico-privada.

Asi que, ante ciertos rumores, simplemente, también hoy queremos aprovechar para trasladarle
nuestra preocupacién y pedir por favor que no se centralicen los fondos y se respeten a las
regiones; que no se reduzca el segundo pilar, que es donde tenemos acceso a ese tipo de proyectos
y con ese modelo, y que se incorpore una definicién clara de ecosistema innovador y de hub
innovador que incluya industria, comunidad cientifica e investigadora, sector ptblico y agentes
estratégicos.

Muchisimas gracias. Deseamos colaborar juntas por la innovacion de Europa y de Euskadi.

1-0189-0000
Anuirpng Towddpag (PPE). — Kupia TTpoedpe, kupie Enitpone, ayammroi ouvadelgot, n Eupomn edo
KoL aLOveg mpwtonopovoe oty kawvotopia. ‘Ot miéov. Kat dev pag Aeimouv oUte ot avdpwmot, oUte To
tahévro. Tlavtou ouvavta kaveig takavtovyoug avdpamous. TIpocgata eiyape o mONU ONpavtiki)
nuepida ot Oeooalovikn, Omou akolotnkav mapa mOAU Kalég 1déec. Opwg, £xoupe éva mpoOPAnua.
AUOKOAEUOHOTE VO PETATPEYOUE TIG KANEG 10€eG o MPAgn, o€ mpoiov. Kat yia va yiver autod yperaletat

va aM\aoupe moNNA.

Xpewaletar éva kavoUpyto Jeoptko mhaioto, To onoio da aneleudepover duvaypelg kat dev Ja mviyel
Kawvotopes 1d¢eg, Omwg oupPaiver ofpepa. Xpelaletar mo eUkOA mPOGPact o€ XPNHATOdOTIKA
epyaleia, wote o déa va pmopel va yivel mpoiov. Xpeialetar va €oupe KOAUTEPEG UTOOOLEG.
Xpewdletar va doooupe To dikalopa oe deUtepr eukalpla 06 KATOWO €PYO TOU GMOTUYAVEL, [E
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avapopeeon Tou mteyeutikou maisiou. 'ONa autd TPEMeL va Ta kavoupe Topa. Agv £xoupe xpovo. Ot
avaykeg eivat ed® Kot TPEMEL va SPACOUHE TP

1-0190-0000
Kosma Zlotowski (ECR).—Panie Przewodniczacy! Szanowna Pani Komisarz! Unia ma
wszystkie atuty, aby by¢ innowacyjna: dobre politechniki i przemyst oraz kapital. Pomimo tego
nasza pozycja w globalnej gospodarce cyfrowej jest jednak staba. Nasza polityka regulacyjna jest
jedna z przyczyn tego stanu rzeczy. Skomplikowane przepisy, bariery administracyjne, niejasny
proces legislacyjny — to wszystko sprawia, ze po prostu nie oplaca si¢ w Europie tworzy¢
innowacji.

Nie tak dawno przyjelismy niezwykle ambitne przepisy w postaci Al Act, a juz planujemy kolejne
w postaci dyrektywy w sprawie odpowiedzialnoSci za Al Kolejne regulacje zaczynaja si¢
dublowa¢, wykluczaé i tworzy¢ labirynty nie do przejscia, zwlaszcza dla malych i $rednich
przedsigbiorstw. Jesli nie przerwiemy tego blednego kola, zostaniemy technologicznie
skolonizowani i sprowadzeni do roli konsumentéw produktow pochodzacych z panstw trzecich.

1-0191-0000
Hildegard Bentele (PPE).— Sehr geehrte Frau Kommissarin, sehr geehrter Herr Prasident, liebe
Kolleginnen und Kollegen! Innovation ist das Herzstiick unserer Wettbewerbsfahigkeit in Europa.
Doch was niitzen uns die besten Ideen, wenn ihre Umsetzung in Biirokratie, hohen Kosten und
einem fragmentierten Binnenmarkt stecken bleibt? Mit einem European Innovation Act haben wir
die Chance, diese Hiirden abzubauen, indem wir den Zugang zu Finanzierung erleichtern,
grenziiberschreitende Zusammenarbeit fordern und jungen Unternehmen den Raum geben, den
sie brauchen, um zu wachsen, ohne an nationalen Grenzen oder komplizierten Regulierungen zu
scheitern.

Europa hat ein hohes Potenzial an Innovationskraft — das zeigen alle Indikatoren. Woran es oft
hapert, ist die Anwendung, die Skalierung, die Kommerzialisierung innovativer Losungen. Hierfiir
brauchen wir, ja, erst die Unterstiitzung durch die 6ffentliche Hand, aber vor allem Wagniskapital
und strategische Investitionen.

Damit die EU fur private und institutionelle Anleger attraktiver wird, miissen endlich die
bestehenden Blockaden fiir die Kapitalmarktunion aufgebrochen werden. Auferdem sollten wir
alles daran setzen, Fachkrifte an Europa zu binden. Und unsere Unternehmen sollten verstirkt an
der Borse notiert sein. Unser Ziel ist ein Europa, in dem Innovation stattfindet. Ein Europa, das
nicht hinterherlduft, sondern vorangeht — mutig und selbstbewusst.

1-0192-0000
Sophia Kircher (PPE).—Herr Prisident, geschitzte Kommissarin, liebe Kolleginnen und
Kollegen! Wir in der Européischen Union waren lange fiir unsere Innovationen bekannt. Doch in
den letzten Jahren haben wir an Innovationskraft und Wettbewerbsfdhigkeit stark verloren.

Die gute Nachricht: Die Trendwende konnen wir gemeinsam mit einem starken Kraftakt
stemmen. Der Weg zum Ziel ist klar: Zum einen braucht es weniger Biirokratie und
Berichtspflichten und zum anderen mehr Geld fiir Forschung und Entwicklung. Statt Angst vor
Verdnderung brauchen wir Vertrauen auf Innovation. Es liegt an uns, die Rahmenbedingungen fiir
ein starkes und ein wettbewerbsfihiges Europa zu schaffen.
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Nutzen wir gemeinsam die Chancen von neuen Technologien wie Quantencomputing und
kiinstlicher Intelligenz. So bringen wir die Europdische Union zuriick an die Spitze.

1-0193-0000
Interventions d la demande

1-0194-0000
Vytenis Povilas Andriukaitis (S&D). — Gerbiama komisare, sveikinu su pradéta gera iniciatyva.
Leiskite man priminti ne tik Draghi raportg, bet Enrico Lettos raportg, kuriame jis aiskiai pasake,
kad prie keturiy pagrindiniy laisviy Europos Komisijai, Europos Tarybai ir Europos Parlamentui
reikia prijungti penktaja laisve — moksliniy tyrimy ir inovacijy laisve. Kalbant apie ekosistemg,
kurig reikéty iSnaudoti, as jums galiu pasitlyti puikig ekosistemg — Europos referenciniy centry
ckosistemg rety ligy, reto vézio ir komplikuoty ligy gydymui. 1600 Europos centry
universitetinése ligoninése apjungti skaitmeninémis technologijomis. Vienas milijonas genomo
iniciatyvos, dirbtinis intelektas ir galimybé pritraukti inovatyvias industrijas leisty sukurti
supranacionaling ekosistemg finansuoti inovacijas ir atradimus tiek gydyme, tiek medicinos
prietaisuose. Labai linkiu atkreipti démesj | ,European Reference centers”.

1-0195-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, doamna comisard, sper ca actuala comisie, sper ca
dumneavoastra s faceti mai mult din punctul de vedere al aplicarii practice. E foarte bine ca ati
inceput cu acest document extrem de important, inovare, cercetare, inventii.

Problema este cum le aplicdm, pentru cd dacd nu mergem pe lantul valoric sd facem cercetare,
inovare aplicativd, dacd nu vom face ca sa simplificdm, sd simplificim viata IMM-urilor, pentru cd
nu numai marile companii trebuie si beneficieze de inovare si cercetare. Intreprinderile mici si
mijlocii sunt flexibile, dar trebuie sd poatd sa aiba acces si la capital, dar mai ales la a pune pe piata
rezultatul cercetdrii, rezultatul inovarii.

De aceea cred foarte mult cd trebuie sd modificim pentru a avea un act legislativ bun in domeniul
inovdrii, trebuie sd modificim foarte multe alte lucruri. Birocratia, s-a tot vorbit aici, accesul la
capital, accesul la achizitii publice si da, s avem un sistem de inovare unitar in spatiul Uniunii
Europene, tocmai pentru a putea si avem o Europd puternica din punctul de vedere al plusvalorii
si al produselor inovative.

1-0196-0000
Lukas Sieper (NI). - Herr Prisident, werte Menschen Europas, sehr geehrte Frau Kommissarin!
Als Vertreter der Partei des Fortschritts ist der European Innovation Act mir ein besonderes
Anliegen.

Vor Kurzem durfte ich im Siidharz, in Deutschland, selbst ein wichtiges historisches Beispiel von
Innovation betrachten: Die erste Dampfmaschine Wattscher Bauart — in Betrieb genommen am
23. August 1785.

Wattsche Dampfmaschine, der Mann war doch Englidnder, oder? Richtig, und die Deutschen sind
nur an seine damals insbesondere fiir den Bergbau so wichtige Innovation gekommen, weil sie
einen ziemlich findigen Plan der Industriespionage umgesetzt haben. Den Englidndern ging dieser
Vorteil dadurch verloren.
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Genauso geht es heute bei der Sicherstellung europdischer Innovation nicht nur darum, diese zu
fordern, sondern auch vor Wirtschafts- und Industriespionage zu schiitzen.

Geehrte Frau Kommissarin, werte Abgeordnete! Ich mochte Sie daher bitten, diese Dinge bei Threr
Arbeit neben vielen anderen wichtigen Schritten wie der Beteiligung der Bevolkerung stets zu
beachten.

1-0197-0000
(Fin des interventions a la demande)

1-0198-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Member of the Commission. — Mr President, honourable Members, thank you
very much for sharing your insights, which I listened to very carefully and take very good note
of. Your interventions here today confirmed once again how crucial your expertise will be for me
and the whole Commission in the years to come.

I would like to conclude by underlining, once again, the importance of innovation and the
challenges that Europe is facing at present. The European Innovation Act can be one of the
effective instruments addressing these challenges.

As some of you rightly pointed out, we need more than merely technical adjustments. We need a
real game changer to create a more favourable environment for our innovators and growth in
Europe.

By simplifying — it was mentioned a couple of times during almost all the speeches, the
simplification, how important it is — our regulatory framework, we can reduce the barriers to
entry for new businesses, making it easier for them to innovate, grow and create jobs.

By enhancing access to funding and investment opportunities, we can ensure that start-ups and
scale-ups have the resources they need to develop and commercialise their ideas here in the
European Union.

And by promoting the growth of a vibrant innovation ecosystem, we can foster a culture of
innovation and entrepreneurship that will benefit our citizens for generations to come.

I would like to thank you for your engagement and support. I look forward to working closely
with you throughout the consultation process and beyond, to ensure that the European
Innovation Act meets the needs of all parties involved.

[ am committed to delivering an ambitious European Innovation Act — one that will make a real
difference in the lives of our innovators and in the future of our continent. [ invite you to join me
on this journey, to share your ideas and to contribute to the development of the European
Innovation Act.

1-0199-0000
Le Président. — Le débat est clos.
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Déclarations écrites (article 178)

1-0199-5000
Andras Gyiirk (PfE), irdsban.— A Briisszel dltal eddig folytatott innovacids politika kudarcot
vallott. A tdmogatdsi programok nehezen hozzaférhetSk, az innovativ eurdpai kkv-k szamadra
pedig a Bizottsag daltal kiszabott adminisztrativ terhek teszik lehetetlenné potencidljuk
kiakndzdsat. A globdlis versenytarsakhoz képest ugrasszertien novekszik a lemaraddsunk, ezért
innovacios fordulatra van sziikség.

Id6szerd egy 4j eurdpai innoviacids intézkedéscsomag megvitatisa. Azonban, tanulva az eddigi
hibakbdl, a javaslatok megalkotdsandl harom 4j szempontot érdemes figyelembe venni.

El@szor, végre kell hajtani a Budapesti Nyilatkozatban meghatdrozott, antibiirokratikus
forradalmat. Nem fordulhat el§ az sem, hogy innovativ vallalkozdsaink nem tudjik finanszirozni
projektjeiket. Ezért érthetGvé és elérhet6vé kell tenni a kkv-knak az uniés innovaciés programokat
és egyszerdsiteni kell szamukra a t6kepiacokhoz, valamint a kockazati t6kéhez valé hozzaférést
is.

Maésodszor, alapozni kell a sikeres tagallami gyakorlatokra is. Erre jo példa Magyarorszdg, amely
az elmult tiz évben meghdromszorozta kutatds-fejlesztési forrdsait. A sikeres koltségvetési-
szakpolitikai intézkedéseknek is koszonhetSen az egyetemeken a kutatok szdma kétszeresére, a
szabadalmaké négyszeresére nétt.

Végiil, a politikai csatdkat itt, a Parlamentben és nem az innovacids szakpolitikdban kell megvivni.
Minden kutatéra és fejlesztére szitkség van, ezért a Bizottsdgnak haladéktalanul vissza kell vonnia
a 21 magyar modellvdlté egyetem az eurdpai kutatdsi-innovdcids programokbdl torténd
kizarasara vonatkozé diszkriminativ javaslatdt. Csak igy, komplex mddon, lehet kirantani az
eurdpai gazdasagot az innovacios szakadékbol.

19. Conclusion, au nom de I'Union européenne, de la convention
des Nations unies sur la transparence dans l'arbitrage entre
investisseurs et Etats fondé sur des traités (bréve présentation)

1-0201-0000
Le Président.—L'ordre du jour appelle a présent la bréve présentation du rapport
d’Anna Cavazzini sur la conclusion, au nom de I'Union européenne, de la convention des Nations
unies sur la transparence dans I'arbitrage entre investisseurs et Etats fondé sur des traités (A10-
0021/2024).
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1-0202-0000
Anna Cavazzini, rapporteur. — Mr President, dear colleagues, 2022 was an exceptionally profitable
year for energy companies. The Russian invasion of Ukraine had sent oil and gas prices
skyrocketing. Both businesses and consumers were hit hard by the inflation. Meanwhile, the six
largest American and European oil firms doubled their profits, to an incredible USD 219 billion.
Rightfully, the EU instated a windfall profit tax targeting energy companies benefiting from the
crisis.

Unfortunately, the crisis profiteers had a little known tool at hand: investment arbitration. Despite
its record profiteers, the Klesch Group sued the EU for its windfall profit tax. In this case, is not
running in front of EU courts; it takes place in front of a panel of private arbitrators, which can
order the EU to pay hundreds of millions of taxpayers’ money, without any judicial review. And
the worst thing is that this case is completely running behind closed doors. There is no
transparency at all.

Dear colleagues, this is one of the many examples of the dangers of investment protection clauses
and of investment arbitration. In the past 10 years, the number of treaty-based investor state
dispute settlement cases has more than doubled. EU Member States are under attack, but the
majority of cases remain against developing countries. The amounts claims are awarded are still
eye-watering. Environmental regulations are under attack. National security decisions, like the
exclusion of Huawei from key telecom infrastructure, are under attack. Sanctions are under attack.
The phasing-out of coal is under attack.

Dear colleagues, no matter from which Member State you are, your country is most likely facing
one or several ISDS cases. Awards have been paid by your constituents’ taxes, and the fact that this
could happen in total secrecy is simply a scandal. The Mauritius Convention will increase
transparency in those cases. At least we will know what is going on. Therefore, I strongly call for
its ratification as soon as possible by the EU and its Member States.

The Mauritius Convention is an important step in the right direction, but we need more, and this
Parliament called for it already. States need to revise their investment treaties and terminate
outdated ones; they need to do away with private arbitration panels; they need to immediately end
the protection of fossil fuel investments and shield climate measures against investor lawsuits;
they need to protect their own policy space. I think the EU is a driving force in the reform process
of investment protection worldwide. We need more speed and more commitment to tackle all the
other outstanding problems of ISDS.

1-0203-0000
Interventions d la demande

1-0204-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, doamna comisard, ce ne-a prezentat raportoarea
noastrd este un subiect extrem de grav si de sensibil pentru cd da, asa cum s-a spus aici, in
concluzii, se pot pierde bani foarte multi.

Ori Europa are nevoie de bani, Europa are nevoie de bani in investitii, si nu numai in investitii
economice, are nevoie de bani in politici sociale. Nu putem sd ldsdm in urmd. Avem sloganul
nostru ,Nimeni sd nu rimand in urmd”. Avem zone mai putin dezvoltate si atunci trebuie sd
evitdm pierderea unor bani prin procese la anumite arbitraje total netransparente si cred ca aici
trebuie sd facem un efort comun - Parlamentul European, Consiliul si Comisia - in discutia cu
statele membre, tocmai pentru a evita pierderi in viitor pe aceste procese netransparente. Noi
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vorbim aici de transparentd, noi vorbim aici de faptul ca trebuie sd cunoastem tot ce se intampld
intr-un proces juridic, vorbim de drepturile omului, vorbim de drepturile companiilor, vorbim de
drepturile institutiilor europene si ale statelor membre.

De aceea cred si fac apel la dumneavoastrd, trebuie sd facem un efort comun - Comisia, Consiliul si
Parlamentul - pentru a evita pierderi economice.

1-0205-0000
Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, Senhora Comissdria, estas alteragdes relativas as
regras de transparéncia da arbitragem internacional, naturalmente, ndo prejudicam ter mais
acesso a documentacdo, ter mais acesso a informacdo, em particular por parte do ptblico e é,
naturalmente, um elemento positivo.

Agora, estas alteracdes ndo resolvem o problema de fundo. E o problema de fundo ¢ que, quando
estd em causa o interesse publico, tém de ser os tribunais do Estado, tem de ser o direito
internacional e, em particular, o direito internacional privado a servir de base para a resolugdo dos
litigios internacionais.

Porque, quando estd em causa o interesse publico, nds ndo podemos remeter para a arbitragem a
resolucdo dos litigios, sob pena de eles ficarem capturados por quem, do ponto de vista
econdmico, tem capacidade para influenciar a agdo desses tribunais arbitrais.

Nio podemos estar a espera que um pequeno Estado contra uma grande corporacdo transnacional
va garantir a preservacdo, a defesa do seu interesse publico num tribunal arbitral que ndo estd
obrigado a aplicar as regras materiais de direito que preservam e defendem o interesse ptblico. E é
esse o sentido em que deviamos caminhar e ndo o do incentivo a arbitragem.

1-0206-0000
Lukas Sieper (NI). — Mr President, dear people of Europe, as a shadow rapporteur on this file, I
would like to thank Anna Cavazzini and to state my support, as well as to describe to you the
importance of this file. The EU has always been committed to transparency and facilitating public
engagement with our institution and its procedures. It is important to hold all our Treaties to this
standard, even those from a decade ago. It is even more important that we consider how investor-
state dispute settlements play out in Brexit.

[ give you the statistical most frequent example. Globally, states pay billions of euros to fossil fuel
investors after climate policies negatively impact their businesses. These settlements need to
always be made public. Why? Because the European Union is, at its core, a project about the rule
of law, and therefore this kind of transparency is paramount to us.

1-0207-0000

Diana Iovanovici $osoaca (NI). - Domnule presedinte, in calitate de avocat, sunt uimitd sd vad
cum Uniunea Europeand vrea si intervind intr-un contract intre doud pdrti. Mi se pare
inacceptabil, avind in vedere cd vd implicati si in toate litigiile din alte tdri, mai ales in tarile mici si
subdezvoltate ca Romania, de unde luati toate resursele, iar statul roman nu mai are absolut nimic
si ne-ati lua toate resursele fird si ne dati nimic.

Mai avem si partenerul strategic care a inselat statul roman. Nici nu md intreb de ce vreti sa
interveniti. Este legea partilor, contractul, fiecare isi alege unde se judecd in arbitraj.
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Problema este alta: de ce dumneavoastrd nu mai respectati drepturile omului? De ce incercati sd
distrugeti tot ceea ce inseamnd economia bazatd pe combustibili fosili, inventdnd probleme
climatice? Pentru cd nu existd, acestea sunt numai discutii care va fac sa castigati bani, voi, marile
puteri, care, bineinteles, dupd aceea va repeziti asupra micilor tdri care nu mai au nici resurse, nici
resursd umand si de care efectiv va bateti joc...

(Presedintele a retras cuvdntul vorbitoarei)

1-0208-0000
Lynn Boylan (The Left).—-Mr President, as a shadow rapporteur, I would like to thank
Ms Cavazzini for her work on this file. For far too long, ISDS have been shrouded in secrecy and
back-room dealings, seeking to undermine the work of governments across the world. And while
this is a welcome first step, we must go much further.

Corporate courts serve only the interests of profit and seek to undermine the public good at every
turn. We must also recognise that corporate courts represent a new and insidious form of
colonialism. UN Trade and Development has highlighted that developing countries are faced with
a majority of claims most often brought by companies from wealthy countries, so corporate
courts also serve the interests of climate criminals, with fossil fuel companies having historically
secured at least USD 82.8 billion in damages.

The EU withdrawal from the Energy Charter Treaty is welcome, but what we need to do is end
corporate courts completely to stop corporate joints running roughshod over our policy-making
process. Our public court systems are more than fit for purpose.

1-0209-0000
(Fin des interventions a la demande)

1-0210-0000
Ekaterina Zaharieva, Member of the Commission.—Mr President, honourable Members of the
European Parliament, let me start by thanking the European Parliament for putting on the agenda
today the conclusion by the European Union of the United Nations Convention on Transparency
in Treaty-based, Investor-State Arbitration, which I will refer to as the Mauritius Convention. I
would also like to thank the rapporteur and the shadow rapporteurs for the adoption of the report
at committee level.

The Mauritius Convention aims to increase the transparency of dispute settlement proceedings
between investors and states by applying transparency rules to investment treaties concluded
before 1 April 2014. These rules provide for all documents to be made public, for hearings to be
open to the public, and for interested parties to make submissions to the tribunal.

It is the first — but delayed — step of an ambitious reform of investment dispute settlement, which
has been championed by this House. It is also an important step as part of the reframing of EU
policy on investment protection.

Investment protection is important for EU economic interests as its shields our investors against
egregious practices and political volatility abroad, offering them a level playing field against their
foreign competitors in markets abroad.

Transparency in investment dispute settlement is a shared objective at international level and
within the EU. Treaties concluded prior to 2014 constitute the bulk of treaties leading to disputes
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brought by investors against states, including increasingly against EU Member States in the EU
itself. These treaties do not include any transparency rules, whose application is therefore left to
the goodwill of the disputing parties. Most investors oppose transparency.

Later and more modern agreements usually incorporate transparency rules, which is the case for
the EU investment protection agreements with Canada, Singapore, Vietnam and Chile, which have
already been approved by the Parliament.

For the EU, the main benefit from accessing to the Mauritius Convention is to apply transparency
to the Energy Charter Treaty. The EU is currently responding to two arbitration proceedings
brought by investors under the Energy Charter Treaty, and only one of the claimants have
accepted to apply the transparency rules.

This House’s consent will also unlock the ratification by the Member States. There are around
1 200 bilateral investment agreements in the EU Member States with third countries, so having
more Member States joining the convention will allow us to cover a large number of treaties and
disputes.

The accession of the EU to the Mauritius Convention is, however, not the end of the road, since to
be fully effective, it requires as many third states as possible to also be part of the convention. We
count on the European Parliament’s support for this important step towards greater transparency
in investor-state dispute settlement to increase the legitimacy of the investment protection
systems available to EU investors. This would also support further reform efforts conducted at the
United Nations, where the EU and the Member States are steadily progressing on the
establishment of a multilateral multilateral investment Court, as has been requested by this
Parliament.

1-0211-0000
Le Président. — Le débat est clos et le vote aura lieu mercredi.

20. Interventions d’'une minute sur des questions politiques
importantes

1-0213-0000
Le Président.— L'ordre du jour appelle a présent les interventions d'une minute sur la base de
larticle 179 du réglement intérieur.

1-0214-0000
®pévrne Mneképng (PPE). — Kupie TTpoedpe, ayammrol ouvadehgot, mrpa tov Aoyo yia va pkioe yia
T0 PAéyov Dépa tou petavaoteutikou. [Ipo@avag dev eivat 1) TPOTH POPA TOU AKOUYETAL G€ QUTH TV
aidouoa. Qotooo, eivat icwg 1 TP @opa mou 1 Eupomn avupetonilel tooeg moANég afefardtnteg
TAUTOXPOVAG.

Eipar féfatog mwg ONOL OUHPOVOULE WG 1] TTOOT] TOU AUTAPYIKOU KAUECTATOG TOU AGAVT TPEMEL Val
ouvduaotel pe pa opalr petdfaon e e€ovoiag, mou da eEacpalicer TV edagikn akepatdTTa TG
XOPAG Kot TOV 6EPAOHO TwV eKel EDVIKOV Kat IPNOKEUTIKGY KOWVOTHTGV.

Te auto to mhaioto, 1 Euponn mpénel va mpoetotpaotet o dUo emineda. Tt dnpioupyia cuvdnkev mou
anod T pla Yo amOTPEMOUV VEEG PETAVACTEUTIKEG POEG Kat amd Ty Al da evioyUouv v edehovola
EMOTPOQT) TPOG Tr Tupia. EKMPocwnd pia amnd Tig YOPES TOU AVEOTEINAV APESE TV EGETAOT] AUTNHATOY
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aoUlou amd ZUptoug kat eAmiloupe peNlovtikd 1 Eupemn va amoktioer kar aut mo yprjyopa
AVTAVOKAQOTIKA.

H Eupomn éxet anodeifer ot éxet kavoves. Ag anodeifoupe 0Tt auTol eivar ekel yia va yivovtal cefaotol
Ka €IVaL TPOG TO GURPEPOV TV Aa®V TNG.

1-0215-0000
Victor Negrescu (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, dragi colegi, alegerile care tocmai au avut loc in
Romania au reprezentat pentru multi un adevarat soc. Amploarea interferentelor strdine a afectat
climatul social, generand un vot de blam cu riscuri enorme asupra democratiei si viitorul
euroatlantic al Romaniei.

Pericolul insd nu a trecut. La 35 de ani de la Revolutia romana din 1989, simburii neincrederii in
democratie au fost plantati si reclamd mai mult ca oricind o schimbare de paradigma. Oamenii
trebuie sd fie ascultati respectandu-le opinia, nemultumirile si asteptarile. Liderii politici trebuie sd
invete sd aibd mai multd incredere in romani, atit in cei din tard, cat si in cei din
strdindtate. Autenticitatea, increderea, faptele, dar mai ales educatia si modestia reprezintd
ingredientele pentru o noud etapd a democratiei romanesti.

In memoria celor care s-au jertfit pentru libertatile si drepturile noastre de astdzi, avem datoria sd
nu renuntdm. Avem misiunea sa intelegem si mai ales sd actiondm pentru ca Romania puternica
pe care o dorim sd trdiascd in pace si sigurantd intr-o Uniune Europeand unitd si dezvoltatd.

1-0216-0000

Julien Sanchez (PfE). - Madame la Présidente, lors de la COVID-19, I'Europe a été la risée du
monde, car elle n’avait pas de masques et elle a dii en importer. Vous en souvenez-vous? Cela ne
vous a visiblement pas servi de lecon, car, avec 'accord UE-Mercosur, c’est notre souveraineté et
notre indépendance alimentaire que vous allez détruire. Lorsque vous aurez saccagé l'agriculture
francaise —une de nos richesses, de nos forces, de nos spécificités et de nos fiertés charnelles
nationales —, comment ferez-vous en cas de crise alimentaire? Vous ferez comme avec les
masques? Vous importerez? Vous signerez des contrats de plusieurs milliards par SMS, la aussi? Et
quimporterez-vous? Des bétes nourries aux hormones de croissance, bourrées d’antibiotiques? Et
la santé publique dans tout ca, vous 'avez oubliée? Quels lobbys, quels intéréts défendez-vous ici?

Vous prétendez partout étre des écolos. La premiere des écologies ne consiste-t-elle pas a produire
et a consommer localement, lorsque c’est possible? Alors pourquoi voulez-vous nous imposer
l'inverse en important des produits vecteurs d’'une concurrence déloyale, qui ne respectent ni nos
standards de qualité sanitaires ni nos standards environnementaux? Que deviendront demain nos
paysages, nos paysans? Que sont-ils pour vous? Vous réjouissez-vous de les voir se suicider un par
un?

Nous avons demandé a organiser cette semaine un vrai débat, ici, sur le Mercosur. Les groupes des
traitres de la droite, du centre et des socialistes ont refusé. Sachez que, si M. Macron et ses alliés ne
défendent pas les intéréts de la France, nous sommes et resterons toujours, nous, au
Rassemblement national, du coté des agriculteurs. Le peuple de France n’a pas dit son dernier mot.

1-0217-0000
Le Président. — Il ne vous aura pas échappé que je ne suis pas Mme von der Leyen. On transmettra
votre intervention.
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1-0218-0000
Charlie Weimers (ECR).—Herr talman! Sveriges energiminister dr vansinnig over att tysk
energipolitik drivit upp elpriserna i Sverige till skyhoga nivéer. Sa kdnner de flesta svenskar. Sé jag
ska ta tillfallet i akt och skicka en hilsning direkt till Tysklands grona energiminister, som havdar
att elpriserna dr vart eget fel.

Herr Habeck! Sie sind das Symbol der Deindustrialisierung — unter Threr Regie geht die Produktion
zuriick, Fabriken werden buchstablich geschlossen. Sie sind das Symbol von Arroganz — Sie
schalten die Atomkraft ab und liigen {iber die Griinde dafiir. Sie stoppen die EU-Gelder fuir neue
Atomkraftwerke, obwohl es der wetterabhidngige Strom ist, der die Preisspitzen verursacht. Sie
sind das Symbol des schlechten Nachbarn — Sie reichen die Rechnung an uns weiter und sagen, das
sei gerecht.

Herr Habeck, es wire kein Schock, wenn diese Leitung in Zukunft keinen Strom mehr weiterleiten
wiirde.

1-0220-0000
Vnxan Kroutok (Renew). — -1 Ilpencenaren, Te3n nHu ce HaBbpuBaT 40 roIMHM OT TaKa HapeUeHMs
BH3POIMTENIEH POLIeC — LMHNYHO HAMMEHOBaHME HA OMNUTA 3a TOTAJIHA acUMMIALMs Ha Obirapckure
Typum B burrapust. Pazbupa ce, Te3u 40 rogmMHM MMAT U CBOSITA IPEIUCTOPMS — TOBA, KOETO CE € CITYUMIIO
mpe3 60-Te Te 1 7 0-Te TOAMHM C UCTOPUATA HA HALIUTE OPATS ¥ CECTPU MOMALIN.

KakBo 03HauaBa Bp3pomuTernieH mpotec? TpymHo e ga ce 00sicHY B pamkuTe Ha 30 CeKYHIM, HO Heka [ia ce
omuram. Paxman ce VoxXaH 1 HAKOMKO TOAMHM MO KBCHO GMBaII npeyMeHyBaH Ha Mmmsan. Pasmiuno e,
Hany? [oBOpHMII MauMHMA CU €3MK U B €IMIH MOMEHT OCb3HaBalll, ue TpSI6Ba na mwiatni roba. Taka ca
ITALIAM MOUTE POIMTeNi. Y Korato He ce mOgUMHMIL, criefBa 6oit. Y Korato mak He ce MOTYMHMIL, OLIe
601 1 3aTBOPH, ¥ KOHIEHTPALIMOHHM KaMmIioBe. V Taka ce 3a7myasa e1Ha MIeHTUYHOCT.

ToBa ca 4acT OT TBMHUTE CTPAHMIIY Ha Obirapckata UCTOpusl. M ako Me MUTaTe TOYHO TYK, B MSICTOTO Ha
nomupennero mexuy lepmanms um Qpasums — Ensac, manm Gbirapckata Ibp:KaBa € Harpasuiia
IOCTaTBYHO, He € HallpaBuila OYTY HMLO. bhIrapckoTo npaBochaye ce 3aHMMaBalle ¢ BCMYKO, HO He U C
TOBa J1a [1afle OTTOBOPY Ha TEXKKUTE BHIPOCH, KOMTO IPOIBIIKABAT [1a CTOSAT.

1-0221-0000
Nicolae Stefinuta (Verts/ALE). - Domnule presedinte, vreau s le vorbesc romanilor care au
suferit mult toamna asta, efectiv au fost traumatizati de politicd. Noroc cd vine Craciunul, noroc cd
ludm o pauza de la durerea asta de stomac. Vreau si le spun cd din rdu se naste binele. A spus-o
Doina Cornea la Revolutie. Am inceput sd vorbim despre Europa, am zis cu totii: ce bine ca
suntem aici! Sunt sute de tdri in lume, sunt miliarde de oameni care ar da orice si fie in locul
nostru aici.

Dar omul se obisnuieste repede cu binele si uitd tot la fel de repede. De aceea, eu cred cd trebuie sd
protejim romanii si alegerile romanesti si de aici, din inima Europei, sd-i apardm poate de
propriile greseli. Cred cd esti politician abia atunci cand vezi in viitor, cand educi si cand vrei sa
duci tara inainte, nu inapoi.

Asa cd imi doresc pentru Romania un singur lucru: mai multd incredere, Romania! $i asta nu o
spune vreun filozof, ci o spune o banald reclama, dar este si ce trebuie sd avem in inima noastra:
incredere.



16-12-2024 101

1-0222-0000
Lynn Boylan (The Left). - Mr President, Ireland has become a complete outlier when it comes to
data centres. This week, another report showed how data centres are undermining our climate and
our energy goals.

Since 2017, Ireland has added significant wind energy, but the climate benefit has been erased as
data centres devour it instead of displacing fossil fuels. Worse, data centres are increasingly
connecting now to the gas grid in Ireland, creating a blind spot in carbon planning and widening
the gap between Ireland’s climate targets and our actual emissions. We are also offshoring our
emissions to Britain, which is further obscuring their true climate impact.

The Energy Efficiency Directive requires governments to register data centres by this autumn,
offering a chance for some transparency. Yet Ireland and most Member States have failed to act.
Germany and the Netherlands have created databases, but they remain incomplete.

So while households are being pushed to change, big tech escapes accountability. Without urgent
action to curb our energy impact, data centres will leave our climate and our energy targets in
tatters.

1-0223-0000
Marcin Sypniewski (ESN).-Niedawno mingla Barborka, Swieto gérnikéw. W Polsce
dzigkujemy im wowczas za cigzkg prace, bo dzigki niej nadal w naszym kraju mamy cieplo,
mamy prad, a nasza gospodarka dziala. Ale rzagdzacy Unig Europejska chca pozby¢ si¢ wegla i
przez to Polska stoi przed ogromnym wyzwaniem. Nasza gospodarka wciaz opiera si¢ na weglu,
on stanowi klucz naszej stabilnosci i niezaleznosci energetycznej, szczegdlnie ze nie mamy
elektrowni atomowych. Zeby zbudowaé takie elektrownie, potrzeba czasu i ogromnych
naklad6w, a wegla mamy caly czas pod dostatkiem.

Cata polityka klimatyczna Unii Europejskiej grozi katastrofg dla polskiego przemystu i obywateli.
Jezeli zmuszacie nas do zamykania kopalni i elektrowni weglowych i nie dajecie nam Zadnej
realnej alternatywy, to jest to ogromny blad, ale tez ryzyko, ze uzaleznimy si¢ od panstw trzecich.
Potrzebujemy rzeczywiscie wsparcia w rozwoju atomistyki i prawdziwych odnawialnych Zrodet
energii, takich jak biogazownie, jak wodoér, jak elektrownie wodne, a nie wymuszen, ktore niszcza
naszg gospodarke, nasz przemyst. Chcemy by¢ nowoczesni, ale nasze kopalnie i elektrownie
muszg caly czas dzialaé, bo realna transformacja opiera si¢ na kompromisie, a nie na zielonej
ideologii.

1-0224-0000
Fabio De Masi (NI). — Herr Prasident! Wir haben nicht nur einen furchtbaren und vermeidbaren
Krieg in der Ukraine, der fiir Europa eine grofle Tragodie ist, sondern wir haben auch hybride
Kriegsfithrung, z. B. im Bereich der Energieinfrastruktur — in meinem Land, in Deutschland, wurde
die Nord-Stream-Pipeline weggesprengt. Wir hatten einen US-Prasidenten, Joe Biden, der im
Beisein des deutschen Bundeskanzlers im Prinzip angekiindigt hat, man konne diese Pipeline aus
dem Spiel nehmen.

Wir haben jetzt Recherchen von Journalisten, die darauf hinweisen, dass es eine ukrainische
Urheberschaft bei dieser Sprengung gibt, und der mutmafSliche Drahtzieher konnte tiber Polen
ausreisen, obwohl der deutsche Generalbundesanwalt ermittelt. Polen wird bald die
Ratsprisidentschaft iibernehmen, und deswegen erwarten wir hier in Deutschland, das Biindnis
Sahra Wagenknecht, dass die EU-Kommission dazu beitrigt, dass diese Missstinde aufgeklart
werden, dass die Urheber dieser Anschlidge auch tatsdchlich benannt werden.
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Wir haben immer mehr Meldungen auch iiber Flugobjekte, tiber militirische Anlagen oder
Energieinfrastruktur, und die Biirger verdienen es zu wissen, wer die Urheberschaft, die
Verantwortung tragt, und nicht mit irgendwelchen Spekulationen abgespeist zu werden.

1-0225-0000
Anuirpng Towddpag (PPE). —Kupie [poedpe, o pia €noyr] mou 01 YEWTOMTIKEG TPOKATOELS
avéavovtat, mpénel n Euponn va dpaoet mo anogaoctotika.

'Exoupe g egehifeig ot Zupia, omou mpémet va deifoupe ot umapyer eviaia moArtikr oty Evponn kat
ot kvoupaote pe mpwtofoulies mou avalapfavoupe epeig. Aev E(OUHE TV AVAYKI) OUTE Yo TPITOUG
oute yia pecolaPntés. pémel va katevduvdolpe ot dao@alion TG edAPIKNG aKePAIOTNTAG TNG
Tupiag kat va akohoudndouv molttikég diadikaotes, ot onoieg dev Ja 0dnyrjoouv o€ anokAelopoUg Kat
Ya oupmepthapfavouy Oeg Tig TAEUPEG.

Emiong, undpyet n avaykn mpooTaAciag TOV HEOVOTHTGY, E8IKA TG XPLOTIAVIKIG KOWOTNTAG KAl TG
mo\Mtiotikig kApovoptag. Kai, mapaNAna, Da mpémet va kAvoupe 0,Tt PTOPOUHE TPOKEIPEVOU Va
dieukoAuvdoUV o1 TPOGYUYEG TOU VENOUV Val EMOTPEWPOUV 0TI Zupial Kat TAUTOXPOVA Ve amoQUYOUpE
TPOOPUYIKA kKUpaTa mpog Ty Evpamm.

1-0226-0000
Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar (S&D). - Sefior presidente, usted sabe bien que uno de los
formatos de actividad en este Parlamento Europeo consiste en la formacion de intergrupos:
reuniones de diputados y diputadas al Parlamento Europeo de distintos grupos politicos pero
unidos por un interés comtn. En esta legislatura este Parlamento ha decidido conformar un
Intergrupo sobre Politica de Cohesion y Regiones Ultraperiféricas —las tinicas mencionadas por
su nombre en el Tratado de Funcionamiento de la Union Europea, en su articulo 349—, no
solamente para singularizarlas en la aplicacion del Derecho de la Unién, sino para adoptar
medidas que protejan precisamente sus especificidades ante retos como su transformacién
econdmica o social, el alcance del futuro, de la economia verde, de la economia azul y de la
economia circular.

Quienes vamos a integrar ese Intergrupo sobre Politica de Cohesion y Regiones Ultraperiféricas
somos perfectamente conscientes de que es mds dificil ahora, en una Union ampliada a veintisiete,
que cuando era una Unién Europea a doce con tres Estados miembros que tienen regiones
ultraperiféricas: Espafia, Francia y Portugal. Pero, precisamente por ello, estamos dispuestos a
recordar que la politica de cohesion vertebra la solidaridad interregional que tiene que estar en el
corazén de todas las politicas europeas.

1-0227-0000
Mélanie Disdier (PfE). — Monsieur le Président, la politique désastreuse de I'Union européenne
menace désormais notre industrie sidérurgique. Reims et Denain en France, Geel en Belgique: voila
les trois prochaines victimes de ce saccage. ArcelorMittal, qui subit un contexte économique
défavorable —auquel les institutions européennes ne sont pas étrangeres —, a non seulement choisi
de fermer trois de ses sites industriels, mais a en plus suspendu ses investissements liés a la
décarbonation, notamment a Dunkerque, expliquant qu’ils sont intenables dans le contexte
économique européen actuel.

Alors que la construction européenne nous promettait la prospérité, elle montre aujourd’hui,
depuis le traité de Maastricht, que non seulement I'Europe est incapable de développer son
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industrie, mais quelle ne parvient méme pas a conserver les sites dont elle dispose encore.
L’Europe se meurt de sa technocratie incompétente, qui ne sait qu'étouffer le continent entier sous
les normes tout en nous soumettant a une concurrence déloyale de pays qui produisent dans des
conditions environnementales et socio-économiques bien moins contraignantes que ce qui est
imposé a la sidérurgie européenne.

1-0228-0000
Cristian Terhes (ECR).—Domnule presedinte, stimati colegi, acordul cu Mercosur, in forma
agreatd de Ursula von der Leyen, este o amenintare atat la adresa fermierilor romani si europenti,
cat si la adresa securitdtii noastre alimentare si a sdndtdtii europenilor.

Pe de o parte, politicile absurde Green Deal, care cer reducerea suprafetelor agricole si limitarea
emisiilor de carbon, genereaza deja cresterea pretului produselor agricole si al alimentelor, ceea ce
conduce la sdrdcirea populatiei. Pe de altd parte insd, prin acordul Mercosur, piata unicd europeand
se deschide pentru produse agricole cultivate in America de Sud, care nici nu respectd conditiile de
cultivare si de mediu din Europa, dar si genereazd emisii de carbon imense, trebuind a fi
transportate zeci de mii de kilometri.

Intre acordul Mercosur si politicile aberante Green Deal, fermierii romani si europeni sunt distrusi
de Comisia Europeand, iar cetdtenii, din lipsd de alternativd sau din cauza preturilor mari, vor fi
fortati sa consume alimente care ii pot imbolndvi.

Salvarea planetei trebuie sd inceapd de la sustinerea fermierilor autohtoni, care si producd
mancare cit mai aproape de cei care o consumd. Este nedrept sd faceti compromisuri cu sdnatatea
populatiei. De aceea va solicit sd blocati acordul Mercosur pand cand aceste probleme sunt
remediate.

1-0229-0000
Ciaran Mullooly (Renew). — Mr President, at one of the busiest times of the year for consumers, I
believe it’s essential to tell the Commissioner here tonight that euro notes and coins must remain a
viable option to purchase goods and pay for services across the EU. A 2022 survey conducted by
the European Central Bank found that 59 % of consumers use cash at the point of sale. In the same
survey, 60 % of respondents expressed their preference for maintaining the option of both cash
and cashless payments.

In the meantime, while digital payments have gained ground, cash remains the most popular
method of payment, and there are concerns that digital payment systems have become more
susceptible now to cyberattacks from places like Russia and elsewhere. We have heard the Dutch
central bank issue a stark warning to the public, urging them to ensure that they have cash on
hand for essential transactions.

My message tonight is very simple: we must call on the Commission to ensure that cash legally
remains acceptable everywhere, even in places like Starbucks and Ryanair, who think they can be
exceptions in this regard. As policymakers, we must ensure that citizens retain the freedom to
choose their preferred method of payment. Mr President and Commissioner, cash is king, and
long may it continue.

1-0230-0000
Vicent Marza Ibafiez (Verts/ALE). - Sefior presidente, la presidenta Von der Leyen acaba de
anunciar como un éxito el acuerdo con el Mercosur. ;Cémo puede anunciarse como un éxito algo
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que empeora la vida de la mayoria de los europeos y europeas? Y lo podemos tener claro con solo
tres ejemplos.

El primero: el acuerdo con el Mercosur va a permitir la entrada ilimitada de pescado y marisco,
cuya pesca aqui estamos limitando. sCémo puede ser? jQué sinsentido limitar la pesca aqui y tener
que importar de fuera!

El segundo ejemplo: el acuerdo con el Mercosur va a permitir que entren 60 000 toneladas de
arroz sin control en origen, lo que va a causar, por ejemplo, que el precio del arroz valenciano se
desplome.

Y el tercer ejemplo: el acuerdo con el Mercosur va a permitir que entren productos industriales que
ya se producen en Europa, lo que pondrd en peligro miles de puestos de trabajo en sectores
industriales que ya existen en Europa.

Por eso, yo desde aqui quiero animar a plantar cara al acuerdo con el Mercosur y a que, entre todas
y todos, lo podamos parar desde aqui, desde el Parlamento Europeo, pero también desde las calles.

1-0231-0000
Jodo Oliveira (The Left). — Senhor Presidente, em Portugal, o Governo PSD-CDS decidiu limitar
o acesso das gravidas aos hospitais publicos.

Os partidos do governo, e o proprio Governo, que, aqui no Parlamento Europeu e nas institui¢des
europeias, dizem que Portugal ¢ o bom aluno da Unido Europeia, que Portugal é um bom exemplo
do cumprimento de todas as regras or¢amentais, todas as metas que nos sio impostas, em
Portugal, neste momento, fecham as portas dos hospitais ptblicos as gravidas, para cumprir essas
regras que lhes permitem fazer boa figura perante a Unido Europeia.

O que se passa em relagdo a obstetricia é o exemplo daquilo que se passa em muitas outras dreas.
O Governo ndo contrata profissionais, ndo valoriza as suas carreiras, deixa na exaustio os poucos
profissionais de satide que sobram, reduz ou limita o acesso dos utentes aos centros de satde,
empurra-os para as urgéncias hospitalares e, no fim, diz que estd a criar uma pressdo demasiada, e
que as equipas de profissionais ndo aguentam tanta pressao.

Senhoras e senhores deputados, os servigos publicos sdo essenciais para garantir os direitos dos
cidaddos e o Servico Nacional de Satide (SNS) é absolutamente indispensavel para garantir o
direito a satde.

Quando aqui valorizarem as restrigdes orcamentais, lembrem-se de que em Portugal sdo as
gravidas que pagam os custos destas politicas.

1-0232-0000
Lukas Sieper (NI). — Herr Prisident! Liebe Mitmenschen! Ich mochte als Vertreter der Partei des
Fortschritts diese Chance nutzen, um tiber die Situation der neuen Parteien in Europa zu reden.
Was uns alle eint, sind die Hiirden bei der Zulassung zu Wahlen — nun sind diese europaweit sehr
unterschiedlich. In Tschechien sammeln Sie einmal 1 000 Unterschriften und diirfen von da an fiir
alle Tage bei allen Wahlen antreten. In Deutschland miissen Sie fiir jede Wahl immer wieder neu
sammeln —ja Tausende bis Zehntausende Unterschriften, und diese alle auf Papier.

Demokratie lebt aber von Wandel. Demokratie lebt von dem Nichtvorhandensein von Dynastien
der Macht. Da werden Sie mir zustimmen — egal, ob Sie ein Vertreter einer groflen oder einer
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kleinen Partei sind. Und wir konnen uns nur dann wirklich als Europiisches Parlament
bezeichnen, wenn auch alle eine faire Chance haben, bei diesen Wahlen anzutreten. Wir brauchen
ein faires, digitales und europaweit einheitliches Wahlzulassungssystem. Danke schon.

Herr Prasident, wenn Sie noch kurz die Idee zur Geschiftsordnung erlauben: Ich finde, diese
Redebeitrage sollten von unten aus der Mitte gehalten werden, weil es geht hier um Dinge, die uns
als Abgeordnete wichtig sind — und das hier lasst sich wirklich nicht vermarkten. Der Raum ist so
leer, das kann man nirgendwo hochladen.

1-0233-0000
Maria Grapini (S&D). - Domnule presedinte, am ales astazi sa vorbesc despre drepturile omului
si de ce. In orasul meu, astizi s-au celebrat 35 de ani de la Revolutie. Au murit primii oameni, dupa
care au murit mii de oameni in timp de o sdptimana. Oamenii aceia au strigat pe stradd, primul lor
cuvant a fost ,libertate”, libertate si respectarea drepturilor omului.

De aceea vreau sd fac apel la institutiile europene, sigur si la cele nationale, ca pe primul loc sd
existe drepturile cetdteanului, drepturile omului. Drepturile nu inseamnd numai cele pe hartie,
dreptul inseamnd de a avea acces la sdndtate, acces la educatie.

Vreau s aduc un omagiu eroilor. Am stat si eu pe stradd in acele zile. Este absolut de neinchipuit
sd vedeti oameni cu mainile goale in fata gloantelor. Trebuie sd respectdm acesti eroi. Trebuie sd
respectdm pe urmasii lor §i in memoria lor, sd facem ca institutiile europene si statele sd pund in
centrul omul, omul si drepturile lui.

De aceea, doamnd comisar, pentru cd sunteti astdzi aici, cer Comisiei Europene sa nu mai faca
imixtiuni in subsidiaritate, iar Parlamentului European sa se gandeascd sd reglementeze echidistant
si sd nu lase pe nimeni in urma.

1-0234-0000
Thierry Mariani (PfE). - Monsieur le Président, qui, ici, & Strasbourg ou a Bruxelles, y voit clair
dans le programme européen «Global Gateway», dont le budget est de 300 milliards? Sans
surprise, a peu pres personne.

L'intention louable et audacieuse de 2021 de proposer une réponse européenne aux nouvelles
routes de la soie semble s'étre transformée en une grande machine bureaucratique a produire de la
confusion. Cest particulierement vrai pour les possibles bénéficiaires du programme, pour qui la
clarté et la lisibilité de I'allocation des fonds est une véritable énigme.

Prenons par exemple un pays comme le Tchad: d’ambitieux projets d'infrastructures de transport
sont censés s’y concrétiser grace a «Global Gateway» — et c’est trés bien. Mais quand il s’agit, par
exemple, du financement du projet de fermes solaires dans les trois grandes villes du Tchad que
sont N'Djamena, Moundou et Abéché, et ot le taux d’acces a I'électricité est de 6,4 % —I'un des
plus bas du monde —, eh bien la, rien n’est clair.

Ces projets sont pourtant cruciaux et prioritaires, et N'Djaména devrait pouvoir compter sur des
politiques de développement plus lisibles, comme ce fut le cas avec les accords de Cotonou et de
Samoa. En Afrique, et spécialement au Tchad, I'Europe doit avoir un projet clair, qui réponde
d’abord aux besoins des populations. Cela doit étre notre seule obsession.
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1-0235-0000
Michal Dworczyk (ECR). - Panie Przewodniczgcy! Szanowni Pafistwo! Program EDI, ktory w
zalozeniu ma wzmocni¢ wspdlne zdolnosci produkcyjne i obronne Europy, budzi uzasadnione
obawy co do dostepnosci dla przemystéw obronnych krajéw wschodniej flanki. Zaproponowane
przez Komisj¢ kryteria dla projektéw w ramach tego programu s3 niesprawiedliwe i preferuja
podmioty o bardzo duzych zdolnosciach produkcyjnych. Prézno szukaé tam wsparcia dla
mniejszych firm czy start-upéw. Dlaczego przy formutowaniu kryteriéw w programach takich
jak EDIRPA i EDI pominigto kryterium promujgce projekty zlokalizowane w krajach wschodniej
flanki?

Preferowanie wielkich podmiotéw, francuskich czy niemieckich koncernéw, zamiast
wprowadzania mechanizméw wyréwnujacych szanse dla mniejszych firm oraz panstw
frontowych, skutkuje ostabieniem regionalnych zdolnosci obronnych. Ponadto koniecznos¢
wkladu wlasnego jako istotnego elementu projektéw, na przyktad w ASAD dodatkowo
dyskryminuje kraje, w ktérych przemyst obronny nie dysponuje ogromnymi zasobami
finansowymi. Polskie firmy, cho¢ innowacyjne, nie moga réwnac si¢ pod wzgledem kapitatu z
gigantami z Europy Zachodniej. Czas na zmiany. Zanim EDI powtérzy bledy EDIRPA i ASAD,
nalezy dokonac rewizji kryteriow, ktdre uczynia te projekty bardziej sprawiedliwymi i zgodnymi
z rzeczywistymi potrzebami bezpieczefistwa naszego kontynentu.

1-0236-0000
Grzegorz Braun (NI). — Mr President, Laudetur Jesus Christus. Every totalitarian system first goes
bankrupt, and then it goes to war. And so does the European Union: going bankrupt, becoming
more and more aggressive towards its own people, with Green Deal, Blue Deal, migration pact
and, obviously, warmongering. It is becoming more and more dangerous. Being grotesque so far,
it becomes aggressive and dangerous.

The European Union is day by day nominating more and more other countries for bad guys. It’s
first questioning the results of democratic elections in different countries, and then it is applauding
trials to overthrow governments and parliaments far away. And this is dangerous. I don’t want to
go to war with you, ladies and gentlemen. I don’t want to fight and die for eurokofchoz, so help me,
God. Thank you very much.

1-0237-0000
Sofie Eriksson (S&D). — Herr talman! Elpriserna i sodra Sverige var forra veckan 18 000 ganger
hogre i sodra Sverige dn i norra. Om det vore mjolk sa skulle ett mjolkpaket i Landskrona ha
kostat 6ver 260 000 kr.

Fore valet 2022 var loftena mycket tydliga. Med dammsugaren i hogsta hugg lovade Ebba Busch
lagre priser. Hon byggde tio karnkraftsreaktorer fran talarstolen och lovade svenskarna ett
hogkostnadsskydd.

Men sen hojdes skatten pd el och det blev inget hogkostnadsskydd. Man sa ocksd nej till
privatfinansierad vindkraft till havs. Och kidrnkraften, den beraknas nu kosta skattebetalarna minst
400 miljarder kr. Men grundproblemet, herr talman, det finns egentligen hir i EU. Sverige
producerar och exporterar. Sedan importeras hoga priser. Svenska folket accepterar inte det hir.
Alla lander ska f6lja reglerna. Gron el ska lona sig for konsumenterna. For ni kan glomma att det
blir ndgra nya kablar sd linge som det ser ut pa det har viset.
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1-0238-0000
Valérie Deloge (PfE).—Monsieur le Président, les masques tombent. Alors que I'accord UE-
Mercosur continue de progresser, il est clair que certains qui prétendent défendre nos agriculteurs
agissent en réalité contre leurs intéréts. Ici au Parlement européen, un débat crucial sur le Mercosur
proposé par le Rassemblement national a été bloqué par une alliance surprenante entre
macronistes, socialistes, et méme le PPE de Francois-Xavier Bellamy, un groupe qui prétend
défendre l'agriculture.

Que vaut alors la parole de ceux qui, a Paris, dénoncent le Mercosur, mais qui, a Bruxelles,
empéchent ce débat? Ce sont des hypocrites. Ce traité, congu pour satisfaire les intéréts industriels
allemands, est une immense trahison. Et qui a soutenu la présidente de la Commission
européenne? Francois-Xavier Bellamy et ses alliés, qui ont voté pour la Commission de
von der Leyen ce 27 novembre, lui offrant ainsi le mandat qui lui permet de faire avancer le
Mercosur.

Face a cette mascarade, une seule voix s'éleve pour défendre nos agriculteurs: le Rassemblement
national. Nous avons voté contre von der Leyen, contre sa Commission, et nous voterons contre
'adoption du Mercosur. Ne nous laissons pas berner par les discours trompeurs. Lheure de vérité
est arrivée. Le Rassemblement national ménera ce combat jusqu’au bout.

1-0239-0000
Serban-Dimitrie Sturdza (ECR). - Domnule presedinte, stimati colegi, democratia si libertatea
au fost ucise in Romania. La treizeci si cinci de ani de la Revolutia din 1989 trdim astdzi
reinstaurarea dictaturii. Reteaua globalist neomarxistd este disperatd de pierderea democraticd a
puterii si ne aratd adevdrata sa fatd totalitara.

Peste doud milioane de romani au votat in primul tur al alegerilor prezidentiale in favoarea
candidatului conservator, suveranist si patriot, Cdlin Georgescu. Aceastd panicd a dus la anularea
abuzivd a primului tur al alegerilor prezidentiale si la aruncarea Romaniei intr-o situatie de
instabilitate politicd fard precedent.

Libertatea de exprimare este cenzuratd. Oamenii simpli, agricultori, fermieri sunt ridicati de catre
mascati prin mijloace ce ne amintesc de perioada stalinistd. Acestea sunt apuciturile celor ce
afirmd cd prin anularea alegerilor au restabilit democratia. Romanii au fost si sunt in mod constant
profund pro-europeni si dedicati aliantei transatlantice. Avem de-a face cu o luptd evidentd intre
globalism si suveranism. Romanii cer alegeri libere si au nevoie de sustinerea dumneavoastra. Fiti
solidari cu poporul roman!

1-0240-0000
Diana Iovanovici Sosoaca (NI). - Domnule presedinte, la 35 de ani Romania este din nou in
dictaturd. Lovitura de stat nu a fost in 6 decembrie, ci a inceput pe data de 5 octombrie cind,
pentru prima datd in istorie, i s-a interzis unui candidat la prezidentiale, in spetd, subsemnata -
pentru cd as fi castigat din primul tur - sa particip, fiind condamnatd de o Curte Constitutionald
care nu are astfel de atributii, pentru opinii si declaratii politice exprimate in calitate de senator al
Romaniei, acoperite de imunitate parlamentara.

Am fost consideratd euroscepticd, NATO-scepticd si antisemitd pentru cd am strigat ,Free
Palestina!”. Pe 6 decembrie s-a desdvarsit lovitura de stat prin anularea alegerilor. Acum, puterea
doreste sd anuleze mandatele de deputat european ale Partidului SOS Romania pe care il conduc,
adicd al meu si al lui Luis Lazarus, si suntem amenintati ci ne anuleazi mandatele din Parlamentul
national ale Partidului SOS Romania.
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De o sdptdmand, copiii mei sunt terorizati de citre mascati si de cdtre oameni, iar eu ieri era sd fiu
sdltatd de politie. Avem nevoie de ajutor, iar tot ce...

(Presedintele a retras cuvdntul vorbitoarei)

1-0241-0000
Tiago Moreira de S4 (PfE).—Senhor Presidente, com a reabertura de Notre-Dame,
testemunhamos mais do que a restauragdo de um monumento, é o renascimento de um simbolo
vital da fé e da civilizagio ocidental.

Ap6s a devastacdo pelas chamas, a sua reconstrugdo ¢ um chamamento a unido em defesa dos
nossos valores. Como disse o Papa Jodo Paulo II: <Ndo tenhais medo. Abri, ou antes, escancarai as
portas a Cristo». Este apelo ecoa agora nas pedras restauradas de Notre-Dame.

A presenca na catedral de lideres como Donald Trump, no passado dia 8, reafirma a importancia
de protegermos as raizes cristds no Ocidente. Movimentos como o Patriot for Europe e o Make
America Great Again refletem esta resisténcia politica, cultural e civica, num momento em que
muitos atacam os simbolos da fé para atingir os homens bons, os seus sonhos e as suas
realizacOes. No limite, 0 nosso modo de vida.

Mas Notre-Dame recorda-nos também o nosso dever de proteger o cristianismo no mundo. Todas
as nossas atengdes e oragdes estdo com os cristdos da Siria. A Europa tem de se salvaguardar de
uma nova crise migratoria, que ndo pode suportar, sem deixar desprotegida a comunidade crista
siria.

Celebremos a forga da heranga cristd como um farol para o futuro. Que esta reconstrucio inspire
ndo apenas a Europa, mas todos os que acreditam na liberdade e na dignidade humana sustentada
na fé.

1-0242-0000
Jan-Peter Warnke (NI).—Herr Prisident! Mein Thema: Europa als Friedensprojekt. Die
offentliche Atmosphire in Deutschland 1914 und derzeit, aber auch der Geist in diesem Hause
sind gleich: Man bereitet sich auf einen Krieg vor — das Ende kennen wir. Herr Rutte empfiehlt
450 Millionen Europdern am Wochenende, sich auf eine Kriegsmentalitit vorzubereiten, weil wir
uns auf einen Krieg mit China und Russland vorbereiten.

Ich stimme mit Thnen tiberein, dass alle Kriege, auch der von Russland in der Ukraine, furchtbar
und zu verurteilen sind; aber einen militdrischen Konflikt gegen eine Atommacht kann man nun
mal nicht gewinnen. Seien wir nicht so geschichtsvergessen und analysieren wir lieber die
Ursachen.

Militarisierung wird uns nicht helfen, verlassen wir die Eskalationsspirale, eine globale
Russophobie hilft auch nicht weiter. Kalkulieren Sie Frieden als Mittel zur Konfliktbewiltigung
ein: Der Papst nennt es ,Mut zum Frieden”.

1-0243-0000
Fabrice Leggeri (PfE). —Monsieur le Président, le dernier rapport d’Europol met en lumiere
l'inaction coupable de nos dirigeants face a une menace terroriste grandissante en Europe. Avec
120 attentats recensés en 2023, ce sont les citoyens européens qui paient le prix fort de cette
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insécurité grandissante. Plus inquiétant encore: le terrorisme djihadiste reste le plus meurtrier,
causant la mort de nombreux innocents. A cela s'ajoutent des centaines d’arrestations pour
infraction terroriste, principalement liées au djihadisme.

Que fait I'Union européenne pour enrayer cette menace? Nos frontieres restent des passoires, les
nouveaux fichiers européens du systeme d’entrée et de sortie pour le controle des frontieres ont au
moins trois ans de retard, la propagande extrémiste prospere en ligne, et la jeunesse est ciblée par
des idéologies destructrices.

Nous exigeons un sursaut, qui passera nécessairement par la restauration de nos frontiéres,
l'expulsion systématique des individus fichés pour radicalisation et une tolérance zéro envers ceux
qui mettent en péril notre sécurité. Il est temps de protéger enfin les Frangais et les Européens et de
défendre notre civilisation contre ses ennemis, qui veulent sa perte.

1-0244-0000
Christophe Bay (PfE).—Monsieur le Président, en emprisonnant a 'age de 75 ans le grand
écrivain francophile et esprit libre qu'est Boualem Sansal, le gouvernement algérien confirme sa
volonté de détériorer davantage ses relations avec la France. Ce geste confirme, hélas, le caractere
totalitaire du régime qui sévit a Alger depuis 1962. Cette arrestation constitue la réponse que
I'Algérie a cru trouver a la reconnaissance par la France de la souveraineté du Maroc sur le Sahara-
Occidental. Il s'agit 13, de la part de I'Etat algérien, de laches et scandaleuses représailles.

«Mal nommer un objet, c’est ajouter au malheur de ce monde», avait dit I'Algérois Albert Camus,
un auteur que Boualem Sansal, son voisin dans le quartier de Belcourt, dit adorer. Il convient des
lors que 'Assemblée condamne avec la plus grande fermeté cette voie de fait et qu'elle exige la
libération immédiate de Boualem Sansal. Je demande en outre a la Commission et au Conseil de
prendre les mesures qui simposent vis-a-vis de 'Algérie. L’ Algérie a plus besoin de nous que nous
n’‘avons besoin d’elle.

1-0245-0000
Le Président. — Vous étiez le dernier orateur sur la liste des interventions d’'une minute, qui sont
désormais closes.

21. Ordre dujour de la prochaine séance

1-0247-0000
Le Président. — Notre prochaine séance aura lieu demain, mardi 17 décembre, a 9 heures. L'ordre
du jour a été publié. Il est disponible sur le site internet du Parlement européen.

22. Approbation du procés-verbal de la présente séance

1-0249-0000
Le Président.—Le proces-verbal de la séance d’aujourd’hui sera soumis a l'approbation du
Parlement demain, en début d’apres-midi.
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23. Levée dela séance

1-0251-0000
(La séance est levée a 22.09)
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