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Subject: The spread of bluetongue virus throughout the EU

Bluetongue virus is spreading throughout Europe’s livestock herds. In Belgium, a large 
majority of livestock farms have been affected, already causing the loss of 11 000 sheep and 6 
000 cattle, as well as a reduction in milk production. The situation is similar in the 
Netherlands. The number of outbreaks is also increasing in Luxembourg, France, Italy, 
Germany and Czechia.

The protective measures adopted for cattle and sheep vary from one Member State to another, 
leading to an increased administrative burden and additional costs for farmers. For example, 
some Member States reimburse part or all of the cost of the vaccine, while in other Member 
States, farmers have to cover the full cost of the vaccine themselves.

1. Is the Commission considering launching an EU bluetongue vaccination campaign and 
recommending reimbursement of the vaccine’s cost?

2. How is the Commission coordinating prevention and control measures between Member 
States?

3. How does the Commission plan to ensure that protective measures adopted by Member 
States to combat bluetongue do not hinder intra-EU trade?
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