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Subject:  Use of Pegasus and other types of spyware in Slovakia

According to recent press reports!, Slovak intelligence services have acquired Pegasus
spyware. This technology targets mobile devices and enables the extraction of very sensitive
personal data, as well as being able to activate a device’s microphone and camera. In June
2023 Parliament adopted a report? calling for strict conditions to be put in place to restrict the
use of such intrusive technologies. Given the current situation in the country — including
attacks on journalists, activists, civil society, and the opposition — we are very concerned that
the potential use of this spyware will pose a significant threat to fundamental rights and the
rule of law.

1.  Has the Commission contacted the Slovak authorities to confirm the acquisition and use
of spyware in Slovakia and to assess the potential implications for democracy and the
rule of law?

2. What measures does the Commission intend to take to ensure that surveillance
technologies comply with data protection requirements and respect human rights within
the EU?

3. We understand that the Commission will be publishing a communication regarding the
use of spyware. When will the communication be published and will it include binding
obligations for Member States, as recommended by the report from Parliament’s PEGA
Committee?
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/B-9-2023-0260 EN.html.
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