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Subject:  Launch of European humanitarian corridors from Lebanon to the EU

A year after Hamas’ terrorist attacks of 7 October 2023, a severe escalation is taking place in
the Middle East, and more recently in particular in Lebanon. Israel launched a military
operation in Lebanon on 27 September 2024 characterised by air strikes and the Israeli
Ground Forces entered Lebanese territory on 30 September 2024.

According to UNICEF, the number of displaced civilians has already exceeded one million,
and Lebanon’s Ministry of Public Health has reported that Israeli raids in the southern region
of Lebanon have killed over 2 000 people. A large number of the displaced civilians have
escaped to Syria, which is not a safe country to host refugees and fleeing civilians, as Israeli
air strikes have also been carried out in its territory. This puts the lives of displaced Lebanese
and Palestinians, as well as the Syrian civilian population, at risk.

In light of this situation:

Does the Vice-President of the Commission / High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy intend to urgently promote the launch of European humanitarian
corridors in Lebanon, in cooperation with civil society organisations, to allow Lebanese,
Syrian and Palestinian civilians fleeing the regional conflict to arrive legally and safely in the
EU?
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