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Subject:  Labeling and designation of non-animal origin products

The Court of Justice of the European Union recently ruled in case C-438/23! that the criteria
established by Regulation (EU) No 1169/20112 sufficiently protect consumers against
misleading information even in cases of total substitution of the only component or ingredient
that a consumer may expect to find in a food product referred to by a common or descriptive
name that contains certain customary terms.

Problems have arisen from the use of customary terms typically associated with meat
products, such as ‘burger’, ‘steak’ or ‘sausage’, to refer to vegetarian or vegan foods.

This judgment could lead to the fragmentation of the single market as it may allow Member
States to establish differing legal definitions for such terms.

1. Is the Commission considering drafting a legislative proposal to harmonise the use of
these terms at EU level?

2. Given that we are awaiting the proposal on front-of-pack food labeling, is the
Commission considering including this issue in that proposal?
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I Judgment of 4 October 2024 — Protéines France and Others, C-438/23, ECLI:EU:C:2024:826.

2 Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2011 on the
provision of food information to consumers (OJ L 304, 22.11.2011, p. 18, ELI:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2011/1169/0j).
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