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Subject: VP/HR - Crimean Tatars 

With the recent developments in Crimea it is important to ensure that the rights of minorities are not 
undermined, particularly the rights of Tatars in Crimea, whose suffering culminated when Stalin 
forcibly deported them from their homes in Crimea to Central Asia. There are about 300 000 Crimean 
Tatars, making up 12 % of the Crimean population. As they are torn between their loyalty to Ukraine 
and the reality of their situation in being occupied by Russia, the EU needs to maintain pressure on 
Russia without ignoring or hurting the Tatars. 

What steps does Vice-President / High Representative Ashton intend on taking to ensure that the 
rights of the Crimean Tatars, such as religious education and use of their own language, are 
protected? 


