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Subject: VP/HR - Diplomatic initiatives to save Asia Bibi

On 16 October 2014, the Lahore High Court in Pakistan upheld the death penalty imposed on Asia
Bibi, a Christian mother of five, who was accused of committing blasphemy by drinking from a
Muslims-only fountain.

While an appeal to the Supreme Court of Pakistan and, as a last resort, presidential intervention,
could save Asia Bibi from the death penalty, the tensions stirred up by religious extremists make an
act of clemency on the part of the Pakistani authorities far from certain.

There are increasing moves being made locally, with those who defend this Pakistani mother often
risking their life by speaking out. That is why this highly symbolic matter requires a large-scale
international response, in which the European Union can play a major part.

The European Union has a duty to take action to defend the values of tolerance and freedom of
religion throughout the world.

Can the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy indicate what urgent diplomatic

initiatives the European Union plans to take with respect to Pakistan to enable an act of clemency to
be made in the case of Asia Bibi?
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