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Subject: VP/HR - ltalian arms exports to Saudi Arabia

A recent New York Times investigation tracked bombs manufactured by Italian company RWM to
Yemen. The bombs were subsequently used in bombardments by the Saudi air force and have been
traced to various attacks on civilian targets and civilian deaths?.

Is the VP/HR familiar with this specific situation in which MK-80 series bombs were sold to Saudi
Arabia, a party engaged in armed conflict, in violation of Italian arms export regulations?? Is she aware
of other arms exports by EU companies to Saudi Arabia and other actors involved in armed conflict,
and can she elaborate on these?

Does the VP/HR agree that arms exports by RWM, and potentially by other companies, that are
authorised by the Italian Government or those of other Member States may be in breach of Council
Common Position 2008/944/CFSP? Will she obtain clarification on the above issue from the Italian
Prime Minister and Minister of Defence at the earliest possible opportunity?

Following repeated calls by Parliament, including in November 2017, will the VP/HR make sure that an
EU arms embargo against Saudi Arabia is prioritised during the next meeting of the Foreign Affairs
Council to be held on 22 January 2018?

1 https:/iwww.nytimes.com/video/world/middleeast/100000005254317/civilian-deaths-yemen-italian-
bombs.html
2 Italian Law No. 185 of 9 July 1990.

1143822.EN PE 617.069



