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Subject: Reduction in US funding for UNRWA

The US government recently announced a significant cut in its aid to the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), from USD 350 million to USD 60
million.

UNRWA currently manages more than 700 schools in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Palestine (the West
Bank and Gaza Strip), attended by approximately 525 000 children. It also provides health services of
enormous importance (managing 140 health centres which are responsible for around 9 million
examinations per year), from primary healthcare to reproductive clinics. It also provides construction
aid for housing.

With this huge cut, all of the assistance provided in the past is now at risk, increasing the suffering of
the martyred people of Palestine and opening the way to the aggravation of the consequences of a
conflict that has been going on for decades.

1) Given the urgency of this situation, which puts at stake basic services that benefit the most
vulnerable sections of the Palestinian population, what are the possibilities for increasing the EU’s
contribution, and what measures will be taken to ensure continuity of services?

2) What is the EU’s position on the US government’s announcement, and what actions or efforts is
the EU planning at UN level to raise more funds for UNRWA?
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