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Subject: Situation at the French-Italian border near Bardonecchia 

Over the past few months, at the border between France and Italy (Bardonecchia-Briançon) there 
have been incidents in which unaccompanied minors have been refused entry by the French 
authorities. Such measures have been considered to be illegal under the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child and the Dublin Regulation, which provides for family reunification for unaccompanied minors 
entering the EU. 

In addition, on 21 April, a stretch of the border near Nevache was the scene of a demonstration by far-
right militants who set up a wire fence along the border without any intervention from the French 
Gendarmerie. 

Lastly, on 31 March French customs police entered the premises of Bardonecchia station, which is 
currently being managed by an NGO, to obtain a urine sample from a man intercepted on a train, 
without requesting the authorisation of the Italian authorities to do so and thereby breaching the 
provisions of the Schengen Agreement. 

Can the Commission therefore answer the following questions: 

– Is it aware of the recent events near the French-Italian border? 

– Does it not consider the conduct of the French authorities to be in breach of human rights, 
international law and EU law? 

– Will it impose any penalties on the Member State in question, so that such events are not repeated? 


