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Subject: Protection of minority languages in Europe 

The protection of numerous minority languages in Europe must remain among the priorities of the 
European Union. The EU has undertaken a constant commitment for the enhancement of minority 
languages, including support for the Minority SafePack Initiative, with the objective of committing itself 
to establishing Union-wide legal standards for the protection of ethnic-linguistic minorities. 

Italy, for instance, has three officially recognised minorities, namely German, French and Slovene 
speakers. 

The European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages is the legally binding instrument dedicated 
to the protection and promotion of historical, regional and minority languages in Europe. Along with the 
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, designed to protect the rights of 
persons belonging to national minorities, the Charter constitutes Europe’s commitment to the 
protection of national minorities. 

Regional and minority languages are part of the European cultural heritage, and their safeguarding 
represents a considerable contribution to building a Europe based on the principles of democracy and 
cultural diversity. 

Language is a tool for expressing identity and culture, but linguistic diversity remains a challenging 
issue. The marginalisation of disadvantaged linguistic communities, for instance those speaking the 
Romani language, must be properly addressed. 

Which additional measures does the Commission intend to adopt for the protection of linguistic 
minorities in Europe? 


