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Question for written answer E-004360/2018 

to the Commission 
Rule 130 

Rory Palmer (S&D) 

Subject: Myalgic encephalomyelitis: recognition by the World Health Organisation and 
Commission support for research and training 

Will the Commission make formal representations to the World Health Organisation (WHO) in support 
of the WHO officially recognising myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME) as a ‘serious, chronic, complex and 
multisystem disease that frequently and dramatically limits the activities of affected patients’ (as 
defined by the Institute of Medicine in 2015)? 

Furthermore, will the Commission support further and accelerated biomedical research to develop 
improved diagnostic methods and treatments for ME? 

Will the Commission undertake to support efforts to ensure appropriate and improved medical 
education and training for health and social care professionals working with ME patients? 


