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Subject: Opacity of purchase of Vodafone Hungary by Hungarian government and surveillance-
related risks

In January 2023 a decree was passed exempting the purchase of Vodafone Hungary by local IT firm
4iG and the Hungarian government from competition scrutiny. It argued that the acquisition served
‘security of telecoms services supply’ and classed the deal as being of ‘national strategic significance’.
4iG is owned by an associate of Prime Minister Orban.

1. Seeing how, aided by the Hungarian government restrictions on 5G licensing procedures, 4iG
was used in 2021 to push Digi Communications out of the market, and now is further reducing
competition through the acquisition of Vodafone, what is the Commission doing to ensure that
competition rules are safeguarded and that the Hungarian market is indeed open, consumers
have sufficient choice and their communications are secure?

2. Since the Hungarian government has allegedly used the Pegasus spyware against opponents
and journalists, and telecommunications networks have been used in the past to circulate
malware on behalf of national authorities, how will the Commission ensure potential Vodafone
network vulnerabilities will not be exploited for surveillance purposes, including by third
countries?

3.  What safeguards has the Commission asked Hungary to put in place to ensure there is no
unauthorised access to data on the telecommunications networks provided by Vodafone?
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