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Subject: Follow-up to the Brazilian meat imports scandal 

Over the last few weeks, reports have been emerging about illicit trading practices employed by 
Brazilian meat processing businesses. It appears that the biggest meat processing plants have, for 
years, been exporting substandard meat and poultry to the rest of the world. The rotten meat is said to 
have been processed using chemicals, bulked out using cardboard and, in some cases, even 
contained traces of salmonella. All these illicit practices are said to have passed by the Brazilian 
monitoring agencies unnoticed as a result of corruption.  

The European Commissioner for Health and Food Safety, Vytenis Andriukaitis, told the European 
Parliament on 3 April 2017 that the EU has the highest food safety standards in the world, and yet 
Member States’ national monitoring agencies have discovered numerous cases of rotten or 
sub-standard meat products that had reached the single market.  

Given that Commissioner Andriukaitis was unable to give comprehensive answers to the questions put 
forward by the AGRI Committee, doubts remain about the safety of food products imported onto the 
European market. 

1. How can the Commission guarantee to European citizens that these dishonest trading practices in 
the food supply chain will not be allowed to happen again? 

2. Given that the investigation into Brazilian companies was carried out over the course of two years, 
how is it that the European monitoring agencies did not pick up on the illicit practices? 

3. Given that European producers are held to ever higher sanitary standards, what demands will be 
made of Brazilian producers in the ongoing trade agreement negotiations between the EU and 
Mercosur? 


