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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs calls on the Committee on
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions
into its motion for a resolution:

1.

Welcomes the opinion of the Court of Auditors (‘the Court’) on the 2018 accounts of
the Union; highlights that the estimated overall level of error in expenditure from the
Union budget was 2,6 %, which is within the range of error estimates for the last two
years and only slightly higher than the all-time low of 2,4 % in 2017; recalls that the
target material threshold stands at 2 % and calls on the Commission to increase its
efforts to reach an overall level of error below that threshold;

Regrets that the Court has not responded to Parliament's repeated call for a calculation
of the estimated level of error in expenditure specifically for Heading III (Security and
Citizenship); notes the Court's justification for not doing so, namely that Heading 111
accounted for only 2 % of payments in the 2018 budget; takes note of the self-
assessment of the Commission's Directorate-General Migration and Home Affairs
(DG HOME) which estimates a level of error below the material threshold of 2 %;
regrets that the limited sample of 18 audited transactions for 2018 was not sufficient
for the Court to confirm this positive result; calls for a larger sample of audited
transactions to provide the budgetary authority with the information necessary to
properly assess the results achieved in this important policy area;

Stresses the importance for the Union of the Court systematically and independently

assessing error levels for all areas of the Union budget;

Notes with concern the nine cases of suspected fraud that were communicated to the
European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) by the Court in 2018;

Stresses that the 2018 analysis of follow-up made by the Court covered 184
recommendations; notes that the Commission has implemented 76 % of the
recommendations in full or in most respects; regrets that 11 recommendations have not
been implemented at all; shares the view of the Court that a more structured and
documented planning for the assessment of risk should be implemented ;

Welcomes the 35 special reports published in 2018 by the Court across the various areas
of Union spending which aim to examine whether the objectives of selected Union
policies and programmes have been met, whether results have been achieved effectively
and efficiently and whether the funding by the Union has added value;

Welcomes the Court’s special report on Union support for Member States in their
efforts to tackle radicalisation', financed, among other sources, by the Internal
Security Fund (ISF) and the Justice Programme; shares the view of the Court that the
Commission should improve the framework for overall coordination of Union funded
actions addressing radicalisation, increase practical support to practitioners and
policymakers in Member States, and improve the framework for assessing results;

I Special report 13/2018 “Tackling radicalisation that leads to terrorism: the Commission addressed the needs of
Member States, but with some shortfalls in coordination and evaluation”.
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8. Welcomes the fact that the Court did not find major flaws in the Commission’s
clearance procedures regarding the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund (AMIF)
and ISF and the fact that it agrees with the Commission's clearance decisions;
deplores, however, the fact that three out of the 18 transactions examined by the Court
contained errors, of which one shared management transaction under AMIF showed
an error rate of 9,4 %; urges the Commission to address the systemic weaknesses
identified by the Court, such as a lack of ex post checks of supporting documents in
case of ex ante administrative checks of payment claims; calls on the Member States
to improve checks of the procurement procedures organised by beneficiaries of funds
in relation to the legality and regularity of such procedures.

9.  Calls on the Commission to improve compliance with the Interinstitutional Agreement
of 2 December 2013 on budgetary discipline, on cooperation in budgetary matters and
on sound financial management?;

20J C373,20.12.2013, p. 1.
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