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ORAL QUESTION WITH DEBATE O-0071/03
pursuant to Rule 42 of the Rules of Procedure
by Harlem Désir, Glyn Ford, David Bowe, Marie-Arlette Carlotti, Carlos Carnero González, Anne 
Ferreira, Evelyne Gebhardt, Eryl McNally, Richard Howitt, Véronique De Keyser, Ioannis Koukiadis, 
Anne Van Lancker, Martine Roure, Stephen Hughes, Olivier Duhamel, Willi Görlach, Säid El 
Khadraoui, Ozan Ceyhun, Bernd Lange, Béatrice Patrie, Pervenche Berès, Sérgio Sousa Pinto, 
Adeline Hazan, Catherine Lalumière, Jean-Claude Fruteau, Michel Rocard, Riitta Myller, Marie-
Hélène Gillig, Norbert Glante, Karin Junker, Helena Torres Marques, Giorgos Katiforis, Joan Colom i 
Naval, Margot Keßler, Herbert Bösch, Claude Moraes, Michiel van Hulten, Ieke van den Burg, 
Margrietus van den Berg, Harald Ettl, Proinsias De Rossa, Jean-Maurice Dehousse, Dorette Corbey, 
Pasqualina Napoletano, Karin Scheele, Olga Zrihen, Joaquim Vairinhos, Gilles Savary, Bart Staes, 
Pierre Jonckheer, Monica Frassoni, Didier Rod, Caroline Lucas, Jean Lambert, Jan Dhaene, Per 
Gahrton, Inger Schörling, Eurig Wyn, Alima Boumediene-Thiery, Matti Wuori, Francis Wurtz, 
Sylvia-Yvonne Kaufmann, Pedro Marset Campos, Yasmine Boudjenah, Gérard Caudron, Luigi Vinci, 
Lucio Manisco, Erik Meijer, Helmuth Markov, André Brie, Jonas Sjöstedt, Ilda Figueiredo, Herman 
Schmid and Anders Wijkman
to the Commission

Subject: Paying for our promise to end poverty

In the light of the UN declaration signed by all European countries to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015, which according to the Zedillo report will cost an extra $50 billion each 
year to achieve, and considering the problems of international support now faced by the UK 
Government's initiative of an International Financing Facility of Jacques Chirac's proposal for an 
international tax to raise this high level of funds additional to ordinary overseas development aid in 
order to pay for these Goals, will the Commission agree to pursue all efforts to establish a currency 
transactions tax on the euro, for the express purpose of the European Union delivering the level of 
funds required to halve world poverty, significantly increase access to clean water, reduce pandemia 
with the UNAIDS Global Fund, give millions more children the opportunity of education and prevent 
avoidable infant and maternal mortality by 2015 as specified in the Millennium Development Goals?
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