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Subject: Protecting traditional national and linguistic minorities in Europe and their languages

Traditional national minorities make up 8 % of the EU population while regional or minority languages
are spoken by nearly 50 million people; 10 % of the EU population. At present, there are no
comprehensive standards for minority rights in the EU, even though respect for minority rights is one
of the EU s founding values enshrined in the Lisbon Treaty and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of
the EU. Moreover, guaranteeing minority rights is an essential requirement for candidate countries as
laid down in the Copenhagen criteria.

Protecting traditional ethnic and linguistic minorities and their languages is crucially important for the
EU in terms of its stability, security, prosperity, internal and external legitimacy, cultural and linguistic
diversity, and credibility.

— Why does the EU take such a strict approach towards candidate countries when it comes to
compliance with the Copenhagen criteria on the respect of minority rights but lacks effective tools
to monitor this once they have joined the EU?

— When does the Commission plan to develop a European framework of national strategies for the
protection of traditional national minorities (based on the existing EU framework for National Roma
Integration Strategies) which includes a monitoring mechanism similar to the Copenhagen criteria,
the EU’s existing antidiscrimination directives and the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the EU?

— How does the Commission intend to ensure the protection of regional and minority languages in
accordance with the multilingualism policy?

— Does the Commission share the view that greater monitoring of discrimination towards national
minorities in Member States and candidate countries should be carried out by the EU Agency for
Fundamental Rights as outlined in its Multiannual Framework for 2013-20177?
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