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Subject: Corporate complicity in illegal Israeli settlements

Some private European businesses contribute to human rights abuses associated with illegal Israeli
settlements, for example by providing equipment used in house demolitions and by participating in the
construction and operation of infrastructure for illegal Israeli settlements.

In March 2013, the UN Human Rights Council adopted the report of the Independent Fact-Finding Mission
on illegal Israeli settlements. Concluding that businesses have ‘enabled, facilitated and profited from the
construction and growth of the settlements,” the mission urges governments ‘to take appropriate
measures’ to ensure that businesses do not contribute to human rights abuses associated with illegal
Israeli settlements.

The UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights urges States to provide information to help
businesses avoid contributing to human rights abuses arising from conflict and to provide ‘adequate
assistance to business enterprises to assess and address the heightened risks of abuses’ in conflict
areas.

The EU Heads of Mission Jerusalem Report 2012 urged the EU and Member States to ‘prevent,
discourage and raise awareness about problematic implications of financial transactions, including foreign
direct investments, from within the EU in support of settlement activities, infrastructure and services’.

The EEAS has stated that ‘the EU believes that the Guiding Principles on business and human rights need
to be applied globally and calls on European companies to implement the Guiding Principles in all
circumstances, including in Israel and occupied Palestinian territory*‘.

1. What human rights assessment has the Commission/EEAS made regarding the role of European
businesses operating in connection with illegal Israeli settlements?

2. What steps will the Commission take to ensure that the EU and its Member States implement the
Guiding Principles with regard to illegal Israeli settlements, and to discourage European businesses
from contributing to human rights abuses associated with illegal Israeli settlements?
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