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Subject: The EU Youth Guarantee Programme 

The European Court of Auditors (ECA) has recently highlighted the fact that the EU Youth Guarantee 
Programme, which was intended to slash youth unemployment, has fallen short of expectations. 

A total of EUR 6.4 billion in EU funding was set aside for the programme for the period 2014-2020, but 
a report by the ECA points to an estimate that calls for a budget of EUR 21 billion in order to help 
every unemployed person in Europe under the age of 25. 

The Commission stresses that there has been a slight decrease in youth unemployment, but the harsh 
reality is that long-term youth unemployment is on the rise. Traineeships that lead nowhere and 
temporary contracts have produced youth unemployment figures that mask the true scale of the 
problem. 

In view of the above, does the Commission intend to: 

– boost the funding of the EU Youth Guarantee Programme with additional financial assistance 
from the EU budget and the European Social Fund (ESF)? 

– clarify the definition of a ‘high quality’ job offer in order to ensure that companies do not take 
advantage of the scheme to use young people as a source of cheap labour? 

– improve data collection and the monitoring and reporting system for the programme, by carrying 
out an impact assessment that specifies its expected costs and benefits? 
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