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Subject:  Change of algorithm on X before US election

A recent study! by researchers at Queensland University has found that since July,
engagement with Elon Musk’s X account saw a sudden and significant increase, with view
counts for his posts increasing by 138 %, retweets by 238 % and likes by 186 %. The increase
in views occurred at a much higher rate than for other prominent political accounts. Press
reports indicate that in the past, Musk has influenced the algorithm to give his content
preferential treatment, without making this transparent?. A report from the Center for
Countering Digital Hate showed that Musk’s political posts amassed 1.7 billion views since
he endorsed Trump.

The increase in views also concerns Musk’s posts on EU matters on X, such as pro-Kremlin
propaganda on the war in Ukraine and antisemitic conspiracy theories. The algorithmic shift
has clear effects on civic discourse and electoral processes, as well as public security in the
EU, a risk to be assessed under Article 34 of the Digital Services Act.

Does the Commission plan to send X a request for information or open proceedings against it
on this algorithmic change? If not, could the Commission detail why not, and what other tools
at its disposal it will use to react?
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https://github.com/timothyjgraham/AlgorithmicBiasX/blob/3f4ca90ac156d88bdaf398caas518ac86{69cS
885/A%20computational%20analysis%200f%20potential%20algorithmic%20bias%200n%20platform%20X
%20during%20the%202024%20US%?20election-4.pdf.
https://www.theverge.com/2023/2/14/23600358/elon-musk-tweets-algorithm-changes-twitter.
3 This question is supported by Members other than the authors: Cristina Guarda (Verts/ALE), Sandro Gozi
(Renew)
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