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Subject:  Rule of law violations in Croatia

On 19 November 2024, the State Attorney General of Croatia decided! to assign to his office
the case of conflict of jurisdiction between the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO)
and the national prosecution authorities regarding the case of Beros et al?, possibly
constituting a conflict of interest.

We believe that Croatia’s State Attorney General does not have that competence pursuant to
recital 62 and Articles 25(6) and 42(2)(c) of Regulation 2017/19393. In Article 20(4) of the
relevant Croatian national law (Law on Courts*), the Supreme Court of the Republic of
Croatia is vested with the power to decide over a conflict of jurisdiction. Furthermore, the
State Attorney General does not have the competence to refer the matter to the Court of
Justice of the EU per Article 42(2)(c) of Regulation 2017/1939 and Article 267 of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union®.

This interpretation has previously been supported by the Commission’s Directorate-General
for Justice and Consumers® and recently by European Chief Prosecutor Laura Kovesi’.

1. What steps will the Commission take, and in what timeframe, to ensure the proper
implementation of Regulation 2017/1939 in its entirety, including Articles 25(6) and
42(2)(c)?
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2. How will the Commission protect the freedom and integrity of EPPO-led investigations,
prosecutions and overall work in Croatia?
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