EN

European Parliament
2024-2029

Committee on Fisheries

PECH_PV(2024)1204_1

MINUTES

Meeting of 4 December 2024, 09:00-12:30 and 14:30-18:30,
and 5 December 2024, 09:00-12:30
SPINELLI (3E-2)

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened on Wednesday 4 December 2024 at 09:06, with Carmen Crespo Diaz
(Chair) presiding.

4 December 2024, 9.00 — 9.45

1. Coordinators' meeting

4 December 2024, 9.45 — 12.30

2. Adoption of agenda

Decision: The draft agenda was adopted with the following change:

A new item "Debate on the proposed reduction of fishing efforts in the Western
Mediterranean" was added to the meeting agenda as a first item for Thursday morning.

Speakers: Carmen Crespo Diaz, Gabriel Mato, Nicolds Gonzalez Casares, Isabella
Lovin, France Jamet, Luke Ming Flanagan, André Rodrigues
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3. Chair’s announcements

None
4. Adoption of minutes
e 23 September 2024 PV —PE763.260v01-00
e 30 September 2024 PV —PE764.984v01-00
e 17 October 2024 PV —PE765.153v01-00
Decision: The minutes were approved.

5. European Fisheries Control Agency (EFCA)
PECH/10/01362

Speakers: Carmen Crespo Diaz, Isabelle Le Callennec, André Rodrigues, France
Jamet, Isabella Lovin, Luke Ming Flanagan, Francisco José Millan Mon,
Thomas Bajada, Ciaran Mullooly, Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral, Carlo
Ciccioli, Susan Steele (Executive Director, EFCA)

. Exchange of views with Dr Susan Steele, Executive Director, on the EFCA
work programme for 2025 and beyond

*** In camera ***

6. Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and non-cooperating countries
PECH/10/01363

Speakers: Carmen Crespo Diaz, Francisco Jos¢ Millan Mon, André Rodrigues,
Emma Wiesner, Isabella Lovin, Thomas Bajada, Emma Fourreau,
Isabelle Le Callennec, Fernando Andresen Guimaraes (Director, DG
MARE), Roberto Cesari (DG MARE)

. Exchange of views with Commission representatives

*** End of in camera ***

The meeting was adjourned at 12.10.

4 December 2024, 14.30 — 18.30
The meeting resumed at 14h30. Sander Smit (1st Vice-Chair) took the Chair.

7. 2023 discharge: General budget of the EU - Agencies
PECH/10/00691
2024/2030(DEC) COM(2024)0272[12] — C10-0078/2024

Rapporteur for the opinion:
Giuseppe Lupo (S&D) PA — PE765.281v01-00
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Responsible:
CONT — Erik Marquardt (Verts/ALE)
e Consideration of draft opinion
e Deadline for tabling amendments:10 December 2024, 17.00

Speakers: Sander Smit, Giuseppe Lupo, Francisco José¢ Millan Mon, Stylianos
Mitolidis (Director, DG MARE)

8. Workshop on "The future of the EU fishing fleet — First assessment of Member
States” EMFAF programmes for 2021-27", organised by Policy Department B.

Presentations of a synopsis study on coastal Member States, as well as three case
studies on Spain, France and the Netherlands.

Speakers: Sander Smit, Gabriel Mato, André Rodrigues, France Jamet, Luke Ming
Flanagan, Francisco José Millan Mon, Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral,
Isabelle Le Callennec, Isabella Lovin, Ana Miranda Paz, Fabrizio
Donatella (Director, DG MARE), Stylianos Mitolidis (Director, DG
MARE), Suitbert Schmuedderich (COFAD GmbH, DE), Alicia
Sanmamed (Freelance expert, ES), Benoit Caillart (F&S sarl, FR), Pavel
Salz (MR&A - Marine Research and Advice, NL)

The agenda items 9 and 10 were taken together:

9. Protocol on the Implementation of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between

the European Community and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau (2024-2029)
PECH/10/00454

*ak o 2024/0159(NLE) 12475/2024 — C10-0108/2024

Rapporteur:

Eric Sargiacomo (S&D) PR - PE765.182v01-00
Responsible:

PECH
e Consideration of draft recommendation (consent)
e Deadline for tabling amendments: 10 December 2024, 17.00

10.  Protocol on the Implementation of the Fisheries Partnership Agreement between

the European Community and the Republic of Guinea-Bissau (2024-2029)
PECH/10/01370

2024/0159M(NLE)

Rapporteur:

Eric Sargiacomo (S&D) PR - PE765.318v02-00
Responsible:

PECH
e (Consideration of draft report
(non-legislative resolution)
e Deadline for tabling amendments: 10 December 2024, 17.00
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Speakers: Sander Smit, Eric Sargiacomo, Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral, Oihane
Agirregoitia Martinez, Mélissa Camara, Emma Fourreau, Francisco José
Millan Mon, Isabella Lovin, Fernando Andresen Guimaraes (Director,
DG MARE), Mariana Corte-Real Lopes (DG MARE), Catherine
Chapoux (DG MARE)

11.  Conclusion, on behalf of the Union, of the Protocol (2024-2029) implementing the
Fisheries Partnership Agreement between the European Community and the
Republic of Cabo Verde
PECH/10/00419
*ak 2024/0133(NLE) 11267/2024 — C10-0087/2024

Rapporteur:
Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral (PPE) PR - PE763.283v01-00
Responsible:
PECH
e Consideration of draft recommendation (consent)
e Deadline for tabling amendments:10 December 2024, 17.00

Speakers: Sander Smit, Paulo Do Nascimento Cabral, Oihane Agirregoitia
Martinez, Mélissa Camara, Francisco José Millan Mon, Ana Miranda
Paz, Emma Fourreau, Isabella Lovin, Fernando Andresen Guimaraes
(Director, DG MARE)

The meeting was adjourned at 18.11.

5 December 2024, 9.00 — 12.30
The meeting resumed at 09.04 with Carmen Crespo Diaz (Chair) presiding.

12.  Debate on the proposed reduction of fishing efforts in the Western

Mediterranean
» Exchange of views with Commission representatives

Speakers: Carmen Crespo Diaz, Gabriel Mato, Nicolas Gonzalez Casares, France
Jamet, Stephen Nikola Bartulica, Emma Wiesner, Isabella Lovin,
Francisco José Millan Mon, André Rodrigues, Isabelle Le Callennec,
Ana Miranda Paz, Mireia Borras Pabon, Vicent Marza Ibafiez, Sakis
Arnaoutoglou, Giuseppe Lupo, Stylianos Mitolidis (Director, DG

MARE)
Public hearing
13.  How scientific advice is developed for EU Fisheries Policy decisions
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Speakers: Carmen Crespo Diaz, Isabelle Le Callennec, André Rodrigues, Bert-Jan

Ruissen, Emma Wiesner, Isabella Lovin, Sakis Arnaoutoglou, Luke Ming
Flanagan, Sofie Eriksson, Raluca Ivanescu (DG MARE), Maja Kirchner
(DG MARE), Gui Menezes (Instituto de Investigacdo em Ciéncias do
Mar, Azores (Portugal)), Joakim Hjelm (Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences (SLU), Department of Aquatic Resources), Els
Torreele (Flanders Research Institute for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
(Belgium)) , Colm Lordan (Chair of the Advisory Committee (ACOM) of
the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES)), Raul
Prellezo (Vice-Chair of the Scientific, Technical and Economic
Committee for Fisheries (STECF))

*** In camera ***

14. EU-UK Trade and Cooperation Agreement
* Exchange of views with Commission representatives

Speakers: Carmen Crespo Diaz, Isabelle Le Callennec, Francisco Jos¢ Millan Mon,
Bert-Jan Ruissen, Isabella Lovin, Luke Ming Flanagan, Siegbert Frank
Droese, Eva Carballeira Fernandez (DG MARE)

15.  Any other business

The Chair and Members thanked Claudio Quaranta, Head of PECH Secretariat, who
will be retiring at the end of the month, for the excellent cooperation over the past
years.

16.  Date of next meeting
e 27 January 2025, 15.00 — 18.30
e 28 January 2025, 9.00 — 12.30 and 14.30 — 18.30

The meeting was closed at 12.29.
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2.1

3.1

3.2

33

RECOMMENDATIONS
adopted by Coordinators

Wednesday 4 December 2024 from 09.00 - 09.45 (in camera)
Brussels - SPINELLI 3E2

Chair's announcements

None

Reports - Fisheries Agreements

Proposal for a Council Decision on the conclusion, on behalf of the European Union, of
the Implementing Protocol (2025-2030) to the Sustainable Fisheries Partnership
Agreement (SFPA) between the European Union and the Government of Greenland
and the Government of Denmark.

COM(2024)0479 - 2024/0263(NLE) (SFPA >10m€/year)

Decision: Coordinators allocated this file to The Left Group for 0,5 points; they
also approved by large majority an eventual request to draft an accompanying
non-legislative resolution to this agreement, if requested by the Rapporteur.
INI-Reports

The list of reports was notified to the CCC, final authorisation is still pending.

The role of ocean diplomacy for the competitiveness of EU fisheries and
aquaculture (NB: ENVI+INTA requests for scope clarification pending in CCC)

Decision: Coordinators allocated this file to the EPP Group for 0,5 points.

Decarbonisation and modernisation of EU fisheries, and the development and
deployment of fishing gear

Decision: Coordinators allocated this file to the PfE Group for 2 points.

The role of social, economic and environmental standards in safeguarding fair
competition for all aquatic food products and improving food security
(NB: ENVI request for clarification of scope pending in CCC)

Decision: Coordinators allocated this file to the EPP Group for 0,5 points.
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3.4 Fisheries management approaches for safeguarding sensitive species, tackling
invasive species and benefitting local economies
(NB: ENVI request for scope clarification pending in CCC)

Decision: Coordinators allocated this file to the S&D Group for 0,5 points.
3.5  The multiannual plan for the Baltic Sea and ways forward
Decision: Coordinators allocated this file to the Greens/EFA Group for 2,5 pts.

3.6  The impact of the implementation of MSP Directive 2014/89/EU on fisheries and
aquaculture in selected fishing areas and sea basins

Decision: Coordinators allocated this file to the Renew Group for 1 point.
4. Opinions

4.1 PECH opinion (in form of a letter) on fisheries related protocols with Norway and
Iceland - 2024/52(NLE) - INTA lead committee

A draft opinion, elaborated in close consultation among the Groups, is in Annex 1.
Council submitted to Parliament four different Agreements and Protocols as one
package, even though the legal basis were different and negotiations had taken place
separately. As a result, we can only adopt or reject the package as a whole.

The PECH draft opinion proposes two different options to be voted in Committee: one
asking for the rejection of the fisheries protocol with Norway (hence rejecting the whole
package); one suggesting the adoption of the whole package, including both fisheries
protocols.

Decision: As none of the two options proposed in Annex I obtained a large majority,
Coordinators agreed to put both options to the final vote in Committee on 28
January.

4.2  PECH opinion to the INI "A revamped long-term budget for the Union in a
changing world” - 2024/2051(INI) - BUDG lead committee

This BUDG INI aims at elaborating a position for the future MFF 2028-2034. As the
CCC deadline to ask for a formal opinion had expired already, the only option remaining
is to draft an opinion in form of a letter addressed to BUDG. However, this opinion
would not have an official file number.

Decision: Coordinators agreed to draft an opinion in form of a letter to the BUDG
INI on the future MFF 2028-2034 and charged the PECH Standing Rapporteur for

Budget to coordinate this task. Not being an official opinion, exceptionally no
points are to be paid for this.

5. Documents received for information
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5.1

6.1.

6.2.

7.1.

Proposal for a Council decision fixing for 2025 and 2026 the fishing opportunities for
certain fish stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in certain
non-Union waters - COM(2024)506 - 2024/0285(NLE)

Decision: Given the importance of the subject, Coordinators invited the Chair to
add a debate on the proposed TACs and reductions of fishing effort in the
Mediterranean to the PECH agenda of 5 December; addition approved in
Committee under item 2 (Adoption of the Agenda).

Delegated and implementing acts
The following Delegated Acts are under scrutiny:
Commission Delegated Regulation of 11.10.2024 amending Regulation (EU)

2019/1241 as regards short-necked clam and red seabream - C(2024) 7102
Deadline to react: 11 December 2024

(new) Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) .../.. of 21.11.2024 amending
Regulation 2019/833 and Commission Delegated Regulation 2020/124, as regards new
mesh sizes in cod fishery and the observer report template - C(2024) 7989
Deadline to react: 21 January 2025

(new) Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) .../... of 28 November 2024 amending
Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 as regards technical measures for certain demersal and
pelagic fisheries in the Celtic Sea, the Irish Sea and the West of Scotland -

C(2024) 8285 - Deadline to react: 28 January 2025

Decision: Coordinators did not request an extension of scrutiny deadlines on the
three Delegated acts; however, they mandated the Chair to address a letter to the
Commission deploring the systematic abuse of the TACs & Quotas Regulations to
adopt technical measures bypassing the EP.

Implementing acts under preparation

The list of the implementing acts under preparation was circulated.

Missions

The CoP has not yet adopted the new implementing provisions for 2025 EP missions;
that means that each mission still has to be authorized individually ad hoc.

PECH mission to Pieria, Greece (25-27 February 2025)

The S&D Coordinator proposed a mission to northern Greece (see Annex II); the final
programme and list of participants could be approved on 28 January.

Decision: Coordinators agreed on the destination proposed by S&D for the mission
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in February, and the secretariat is instructed to start the formal request asap.
Interested Members must sign up by 11 December cob.

8. Hearings
8.1 “Fisheries relations with Norway” (28 January 2025)

Decision: Coordinators approved the draft programme in Annex I11. Experts may
still be proposed by Groups until 11 December 2024 at 12.00 noon.

9. Any other business

9.1 Nominations to EFCA & CNML Board (for info)
The Chair informed Coordinators on the state of play for both CNML and EFCA
appointments, for which the respective nominations have been forwarded, but formal

endorsements are still stuck in the CoP. The Chair will reiterate the PECH position in a
letter to the President and urge for a speedy endorsement.
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