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SHORT JUSTIFICATION

Your Rapporteur regrets the cuts made in all MFF ceilings and in Cohesion policy maximum
level of expenditure in particular. It should be recalled that, if in the next programming period
the EU Cohesion Policy is to go on representing a strong tool to increase strategic investment
with a proven added value and put the European economy back on the growth and
competitiveness track by creating jobs and wealth for the EU citizens and thus improving
their quality of life, its funding had to be maintained at least at the level of the 2007-2013
period, as an absolute minimum level of sound funding.

The cuts in cohesion policy ceilings are problematic as they may jeopardise the goals laid
down in the Europe 2020 Strategy for the whole of the EU and the achievement of economic,
social and territorial cohesion in particular. It is therefore doubtful whether cohesion policy
will remain a functional mechanism enabling proper involvement by all EU regions in the
single market, which might thus undermine European solidarity.

Your rapporteur is also concerned about the inclusion in the draft MFF regulation of Article 8
which makes a reference to macro-economic conditionality, thereby somehow assuming that
macro-economic conditionality will be agreed by the co-legislators in the context of the
negotiations on the legislative package for cohesion policy, and thus pre-empting Parliament’s
position in the context of those negotiations.

It should also be recalled that one of the preconditions for the adoption of the MFF regulation,
as stipulated in Parliament’s resolution of 3 July 2013 on the political agreement on the
Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020, was to have a ‘political agreement on the
relevant legal bases, especially on points that are also reflected in the MFF Regulation’.

However, by the time the draft MFF regulation was referred to Parliament at the beginning of
September and by the time your rapporteur drafted this opinion, no agreement had yet been
reached by Parliament’s negotiating team and the other institutions on the issue of macro-
economic conditionality or on other important issues pertaining to the legislative procedure.

Your rapporteur is thus recommending that Parliament give its consent as the only possible
way to ensure the foreseeability and flexibility of EU policy spending by 2020, instead of
relying on the uncertainty of EU annual budgets, which however in no way guarantees that
EU policies will deliver the results expected by EU citizens, as policy implementation is at
risk.

Furthermore, the Committee on Budgets (BUDG), as the Committee responsible for issuing
the recommendation on the draft Council regulation laying down the multiannual financial
framework for the years 2014-2020, should ensure that before Parliament gives its consent, all
remaining major obstacles at the interinstitutional negotiations have been removed, and in
particular those concerning macro-economic conditionality.

*khkkkkikk

The Committee on Regional Development calls on the Committee on Budgets, as the
committee responsible, to propose that Parliament give its consent, provided that the
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conditions established by the European Parliament’s resolution of 3 July on the political
agreement on the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 are fulfilled.
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