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development framework after 2015 (2014/2143(INI)) 

 

The European Parliament, 

– having regard to the United Nations Millennium Declaration of 8 September 2000, 

– having regard to the report adopted in July 2014 by the UN Open Working Group for 

Sustainable Development Goals, 

– having regard to the report adopted on 8 August 2014 by the Intergovernmental 

Committee of Experts on Sustainable Development Financing, 

– having regard to the Ministerial Declaration of the High-Level Political Forum on 

Sustainable Development, of July 2014, 

– having regard to the United Nations ‘Millennium Development Goals Report 2014’,  

– having regard to the outcome document of the GPEDC High-Level Meeting in Mexico, 

of April 2014, 

– having regard to the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, approved at the 

Fourth World Conference on Women in September 1995, and the subsequent outcome 

documents, 

– having regard to the Programme for Action of the International Conference on 

Population and Development (ICPD), adopted in Cairo in 1994, and the subsequent +20 

review, 

– having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) of 18 December 1979, 

– having regard to the UN ‘Gender Chart 2012’, which measures improvements regarding 

the gender equality aspects of the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), 



 

 

– having regard to the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development in 1992 and to the report of its follow-up Conference on Sustainable 

Development, held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, 

– having regard to the 2014 Human Development Report of the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP) entitled ‘Sustaining Human Progress: Reducing 

Vulnerabilities and Building Resilience’, 

– having regard to the May 2013 report of the UN High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons 

on the Post-2015 Development Agenda, 

– having regard to the report of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development, held in 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012,  

– having regard to the June 2012 report of the UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 

UN Development Agenda to the UN Secretary General, entitled ‘Realising the future 

we want for all’, 

– having regard to the resolution entitled ‘Keeping the promise: united to achieve the 

Millennium Development Goals’ adopted by the UN General Assembly at its High-

Level Plenary Meeting on the Millennium Development Goals, at its sixty-fifth session 

in 2010, 

– having regard to the Istanbul Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries 

for the Decade 2011-2020, 

– having regard to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, 

– having regard to the FAO State of Food Insecurity report, 

– having regard to the declaration and action plan adopted at the High-Level Forum on 

Aid Effectiveness held in Busan in December 2011, 

– having regard to the UNDP report entitled ‘Beyond the Midpoint: Achieving the 

Millennium Development Goals’, which was published in January 2010, 

– having regard to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the human rights legal 

framework, 

– having regard to the work of the UN System Task Team on the Post-2015 UN 

Development Agenda, led jointly by the UN Department of Economic and Social 

Affairs (UN DESA) and the UNDP, with support from all UN agencies and in 

consultation with relevant stakeholders, 

– having regard to the WHO’s Global Strategy and Plan of Action on Public Health, 

Innovation and Intellectual Property of 24 May 2008, 

– having regard to the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and the Accra Agenda for 

Action, 

– having regard to the 1986 Declaration on the Right to Development, 



 

 

– having regard to the EU Code of Conduct on Complementarity and Division of Labour 

in Development Policy1, 

– having regard to Article 7 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union 

(TFEU), which reaffirms that the EU ‘shall ensure consistency between its policies and 

activities, taking all of its objectives into account’, 

– having regard to Article 208 TFEU, which stipulates that ‘the Union shall take account 

of the objectives of development cooperation in the policies that it implements which 

are likely to affect developing countries’, 

– having regard to the Commission communication of 2 June 2014, entitled ‘A decent life 

for all: from vision to collective action’ (COM(2014)0335), 

– having regard to the Commission communication of 13 May 2014, entitled ‘A stronger 

role of the private sector in achieving inclusive and sustainable growth in developing 

countries’ (COM(2014)0263), 

– having regard to the Commission staff working document of 30 April 2014, a toolbox 

entitled ‘A right-based approach, encompassing all human rights for EU development 

Cooperation’ (SWD(2014)0152), 

– having regard to the Commission communication of 27 February 2013, entitled ‘A 

decent life for all: Ending poverty and giving the world a sustainable future’ 

(COM(2013)0092), 

– having regard to the Commission communication of 12 September 2012, entitled ‘The 

roots of democracy and sustainable development: Europe’s engagement with civil 

society in external relations’ (COM(2012)0492),  

– having regard to the Commission’s public consultations on the preparation of an EU 

position, entitled ‘Towards a Post-2015 Development Framework’, which ran from 15 

June to 15 September 2012, 

– having regard to the joint statement by the Council and the representatives of the 

governments of the Member States meeting within the Council, the European 

Parliament and the Commission on the European Union Development Policy entitled 

‘The European Consensus’2, 

– having regard to the Commission communication of 12 April 2005 entitled ‘Policy 

Coherence for Development’ (COM(2005)0134), and the conclusions of the 3166th 

Foreign Affairs Council meeting of 14 May 2012, entitled ‘Increasing the Impact of EU 

Development Policy: an Agenda for Change’, 

– having regard to Regulation (EU) No 233/2014 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council of 11 March 2014 establishing a financing instrument for development 

cooperation for the period 2014-20203, 

                                                 
1  Council Conclusions 9558/07, 15.5.2007. 
2  OJ C 46, 24.2.2006, p. 1. 
3  OJ L 77, 15.3.2014, p. 44. 



 

 

– having regard to its recommendation to the Council of 2 April 2014 on the 69th session 

of the United Nations General Assembly1, 

– having regard to its position of 2 April 2014 on the proposal for a decision of the E 

uropean Parliament and of the Council on the European Year of Development (2015)2, 

– having regard to its resolution of 13 June 2013 on the Millennium Development Goals – 

defining the post-2015 framework3, 

– having regard to the Foreign Affairs Council conclusions of 19 May 2014 on a rights-

based approach to development cooperation, encompassing all human rights, 

– having regard to the Foreign Affairs Council conclusions of 12 December 2013 on 

financing poverty eradication and sustainable development beyond 2015, 

– having regard to the Joint ACP-EU Declaration on the Post-2015 Development Agenda 

of 20 June 2014, 

– having regard to the General Affairs Council conclusions of 25 June 2013 on the 

Overarching Post 2015 Agenda, 

– having regard to Rule 52 of its Rules of Procedure, 

– having regard to the report of the Committee on Development and the opinion of the 

Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality (A8-0037/2014), 

A. whereas in 2000 all the relevant stakeholders came together to set the MDGs with a 

view to achieve concrete development and poverty eradication goals by 2015; 

B. whereas the MDGs have raised awareness of ending global poverty as an urgent 

challenge and a priority for global action; whereas the level of achievement of MDGs 

varies, with visible positive effects on reducing extreme poverty, fighting against 

malaria and tuberculosis, improving access to drinking water, and reducing disparities 

in primary school enrolments; whereas certain shortcomings of MDGs need to be fully 

addressed in the definition of the post-2015 framework; 

C. whereas assessments of the progress made in attaining the current MDGs showed that, 

in the new framework, a strong linkage between poverty eradication, fighting 

inequalities and the promotion of sustainable development, as well as a single and 

universal set of goals with differentiated approaches, are crucial; 

D. whereas the urban population is predicted to grow from the present 3,6 billion to over 6 

billion and the biggest cities are predicted to grow into megacities with over 100 million 

inhabitants; whereas excessive urbanisation is undermining the sustainability of 

development in all its dimensions; 

E. whereas the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo 

called for access to reproductive and sexual health services, including family planning; 

                                                 
1  Texts adopted, P7_TA(2014)0259. 
2  Texts adopted, P7_TA(2014)0269. 
3  Texts adopted, P7_TA(2013)0283. 



 

 

recalls, in this regard, that in 2013, an estimated 289 000 women died during pregnancy 

and childbirth; recalls MDG 5 and the need for women to have access to an effective 

method of contraception and family planning in order to reduce the number of maternal 

deaths by almost one third; 

F. whereas poverty reduction is uneven and inequalities between and within countries, 

which have increased in both developed and developing countries, represent a major 

development challenge, especially in Low Income Countries (LICs) and Middle Income 

Countries (MICs); whereas 1,5 billion people are living in poverty with overlapping 

deprivations in health, education and living standards, notably in conflict-affected and 

fragile states; 

G. whereas violent conflicts and humanitarian crises continue to have a disrupting impact 

on development efforts; whereas women are harder hit by military conflicts and crises; 

H. whereas additional efforts are still needed to halve the percentage of people suffering 

from hunger, as 162 million young children are exposed to malnutrition; whereas 

hidden hunger can be defined as micronutrient deficiency, which can cause irreversible 

effects on health and socio-economic consequences linked to the reduction in people’s 

productivity; 

I. having considered that 2014 is the International Year of Family Farming; 

J. whereas the 1986 Declaration on the Right to Development affirms that development is 

a fundamental human right; whereas the Declaration commits to a ‘human rights based’ 

approach, characterised by the realisation of all human rights (economic, social, 

cultural, civil and political); whereas the Declaration commits equally to strengthening 

international cooperation; 

K. whereas climate change and environmental degradation threaten poverty reduction by 

amplifying existing vulnerabilities, with many developing countries still dependent on 

agriculture and climate-sensitive natural resources, and lacking the capacities to manage 

climate risks; whereas there is an urgent need to reduce global greenhouse gas 

emissions and to achieve a more equitable and sustainable management and governance 

of natural resources; 

L. whereas gains made towards achieving the MDGs related to health have been greatly 

based on R&D investments made years earlier; whereas intellectual property rights 

should not hinder access to affordable medicines; 

M. whereas access to early childhood development, and to education and training of the 

highest attainable quality for every child, young person and adult is an essential 

prerequisite for breaking cycles of inter-generational poverty and inequality; 

N. whereas little progress has been made regarding gender equality and the empowerment 

of women; whereas women often experience discrimination and violence; 

O. whereas globally, women and girls constitute a majority of those living in extreme 

poverty and whereas gender equality and women’s rights are a necessary condition for 

the success of the post-2015 global development framework; whereas every day an 

estimated 800 women in the world die due to complications during pregnancy or 

childbirth; whereas the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development 



 

 

in Cairo called for universal access to sexual and reproductive health and rights which 

can be lifesaving; 

P. whereas women make up more than half the number of migrants; 

Q. whereas Africa exports substantially more capital to the world through illicit financial 

flows in comparison to what it receives in terms of international aid and remittances; 

R. whereas the new sustainable development framework offers an opportunity to secure the 

broad involvement of civil society organisations, local authorities and national 

parliaments; 

S. whereas more new and decent jobs need to be created in order to respond to 

demographic growth on a global scale; whereas the private sector is a major generator 

of jobs, both in developed and developing countries, and thus can be an essential partner 

in the fight against poverty when clear accountability mechanisms exist and 

international regulations on social protection are respected; 

T. whereas aid continues to play a unique role in poverty reduction and as game-changer in 

developing countries; 

U. whereas domestic resource mobilisation is an important element in the fight against 

poverty and inequality; 

V. whereas the EU and its Member States are the largest donors of development aid and 

thus should remain the driving force during the next phase of the negotiations under the 

UN, promoting in particular the human rights-based approach, based on equality, non-

discrimination, participation and inclusion in the design and implementation of the 

framework; 

W. whereas the Council conclusions of December 2014 will lay down a coherent set of 

principles and the main lines of the negotiating strategy; 

X. whereas Article 208 of the TFEU establishes that eradication of poverty is the primary 

objective of EU development policy and establishes policy coherence for development; 

I. The Millennium Development Goals: assessment and new challenges 

1. Underlines that the global landscape has changed in recent years, including shifts in the 

global economic and political balance, and that although some developing and emerging 

economies have experienced relevant economic growth, they still face high and 

increasing levels of inequality; considers that a new approach is needed that embraces 

global governance, with a strong focus on policy coherence for development and the 

provision of global public goods; 

2. Recalls that while having the advantage of being straightforward, the MDGs did not 

address underlying structural factors that lead to poverty and inequality; stresses that the 

global sustainable development framework after 2015 should be transformative by 

addressing the root causes of poverty and inequality and thus deliver on the unfinished 

business of the current MDGs; 

3. Stresses that the MDGs defined in 2000 had many successes in middle-income countries 



 

 

and developing countries, but that progress has been unequal, both within and between 

countries, therefore these results must be correctly analysed and lessons learnt while 

shaping the global development framework after 2015; 

4. Recalls that, although the MDGs have made a profound difference in people’s lives, key 

issues such as human rights violations, inequalities, including gender inequality, armed 

conflicts and terrorism, climate change, food insecurity, lack of property rights, lack of 

land rights, migration, limited access to healthcare services and education, demographic 

changes, resource constraints, the loss of biodiversity, corruption, tax fraud and tax 

avoidance, unsustainable growth,  unemployment, and financial and economic crises 

still pose extremely complex and interrelated challenges for the next decades, prompting 

the need to find new development pathways that could lead to inclusive and sustainable 

development for all; 

5. Emphasises that environmental sustainability is an overriding challenge, where failure is 

likely to threaten all dimensions of human development; in particular, recalls that 

environmental degradation represents a huge impediment to fulfilling the objective of 

eradication of extreme poverty and hunger; recalls, for instance, that persistent 

inequalities and struggles over scarce resources are among the key drivers of conflict, 

hunger, insecurity and violence, which in turn are key factors that hold back human 

development and efforts to achieve sustainable development; 

6. Stresses that the new framework should respond effectively to these challenges and 

tackle important issues such as respect for the dignity of every human being, justice, 

equality, good governance, democracy, the rule of law, peace and security, climate 

change, disaster risk reduction and building resilience, preservation of biodiversity, 

inclusive and sustainable development, property rights, land rights, health and social 

protection, education, research and innovation, and the rights of women, children, 

young people and minorities; 

7. Underlines the fact that the new development framework must be universal in its nature 

and applicable in all countries, including EU Member States, and hence needs to be 

relevant and fair for both developed and developing countries, while taking into account 

different national circumstances, capacities, policies and priorities; stresses that the new 

responsibilities and burdens generated need to be equally but justly shared between all 

countries; calls for the EU to indicate which concrete actions and commitments it can 

suggest to respond domestically and internationally to the principle of universality; 

8. Stresses that mutual accountability and transparency at all levels should be the axis of 

the new development framework, and that it is important that national governments and 

other actors, including the private sector, are held accountable for the implementation of 

the framework; 

9. Calls for the EU to actively lead the process towards the definition of a single, 

comprehensive and integrated global development framework after 2015 and welcomes 

the consensus that the new global development agenda needs to strengthen the means of 

implementation and renew the global partnership for sustainable development; 

II. The need for a renewed global partnership and a strong and cohesive EU position 

10. Calls for the EU to play an active role in shaping a new global partnership which will 



 

 

mobilise action by all countries, including emerging economies, and all relevant 

stakeholders, including the private sector, civil society organisations, local authorities 

and national parliaments; 

11. Calls for the EU to adopt a strong, cohesive and unified position in the upcoming inter-

governmental negotiations, taking into account the priorities stressed in this resolution; 

12. Endorses the conclusions of the UN OWG; considers, nonetheless, that the framework 

identified in its conclusions could eventually be clustered, while maintaining the 

balance between poverty eradication, fighting inequalities and the three dimensions of 

sustainable development, and not at the expense of the rights-based approach, nor at the 

expense of the more ambitious and innovative goals; 

13. Stresses that the new global framework should include the appropriate institutional 

architecture, addressing the main goals of poverty eradication, fighting inequalities and 

promotion of sustainable development, with clear guidelines for supervision of its 

implementation, and that this architecture should also address the complexities and the 

inter-linkages between the different parts of the future framework; 

14. Believes that policy coherence for sustainable development (PCD) is a key tool for the 

implementation of the post-2015 framework; to this end, calls for the EU to ensure that 

the necessary guidelines, impact assessments and monitoring and reporting mechanisms 

make PCD a reality in the framework; 

15. Underlines that the universality of the global development agenda after 2015 implies 

more demanding commitments for the EU and its Member States; stresses that the new 

sustainable development goals (SDGs) under the global framework will have to be 

reflected in both the EU’s external and internal policies; 

III. Priority areas 

16. Recalls that poverty eradication must remain the main priority of the global 

development agenda after 2015, along with addressing the intertwining pillars of 

economic, ecological and social sustainability, and a strengthened global partnership; 

Poverty eradication, fighting inequalities and sustainable development 

17. Stresses that ending poverty and fighting inequalities, together with sustainable 

development, should be the underlying theme of the global development framework 

after 2015; underlines the need for the framework to be people-centred and address the 

lack of justice by applying a rights-based approach, with the aim of reducing 

inequalities, within and between countries, as one of the key priorities in the new 

framework; 

18. Considers that inequality hampers development and poverty reduction efforts; reiterates 

that poverty eradication, equality and sustainable development are only possible if all 

vulnerable groups are taken into account and if equitable access, sustainable use of 

resources and good governance is promoted; calls on the EU and its Member States to 

support SDG 10, as proposed by the UN OWG, as a stand-alone goal in the new 

framework; 

19. Underlines the need for a target on ending extreme poverty at the level of USD 2 a day, 



 

 

if the framework is to be truly transformational; 

20. Underlines the fact that the future framework should address the multi-dimensional 

aspects of poverty and inequality, which go beyond a lack of income but which involve 

human beings in their dignity and in all their dimensions, including social dimensions; 

stresses that poverty should not be assessed in accordance with income alone, but also 

in relation to indicators of well-being, and not just GDP; 

21. Recommends that support be given to state-building by means of increased general 

and/or sector-specific aid conditional on good governance criteria; 

22. Underlines that in a largely globalised economy, labour’s bargaining power has been 

reduced through liberalisation, which jeopardises in return fulfilment of the rights listed 

in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Decent Work Agenda; 

accordingly, urges the EU to frame its trade policy strategy in such a way as to maintain 

and protect high social and environmental standards, while discouraging any forms of 

social and environmental dumping; 

23. Stresses that there is an important interconnection between good governance, 

sustainable development growth and the reduction of social inequalities; underlines the 

importance of fostering equal opportunities and rights, as well as social dialogue; calls 

for a broader definition of poverty than that based on GDP alone, encompassing broader 

measures of progress and well-being; 

24. Highlights the crucial economic and social importance of a strong, stable middle class; 

stresses the need to involve the middle class more closely in the political process, thus 

promoting inclusive growth; 

25. Calls for the promotion of ecologically sustainable development in all countries, both 

developed and developing, by sustainable use of renewable natural resources and by 

protecting the environment; 

26. Stresses the need to promote sustainable development by balancing regional 

development, by promoting the development of smaller towns and cities and preventing 

the excessive growth of big cities; 

The human rights-based approach  

27. Welcomes the inclusion of the promotion of a human rights-based and people-centred 

approach among the Sustainable Development Goals proposed by the UN Open 

Working Group; expresses concern, however, at the fact that a more ambitious approach 

has so far not been embraced, and stresses that such an approach is essential for tackling 

the roots of poverty, social exclusion and inequality;  

28. Stresses the universality, indivisibility and interdependence of all human rights of all 

people, without discrimination on any grounds, starting with the fundamental right to 

dignity of all human beings, with particular attention to the human rights of women and 

girls, including the promotion of universal access to sexual and reproductive health and 

rights, as well as the protection and respect of the rights of migrants and minorities, 

including LGBTI people and people living with HIV; underlines the importance of 

respecting and promoting the rights of disabled people in the new framework; 



 

 

29. Calls for the EU to emphasise the importance of prioritising within the post-2015 

agenda the adoption and implementation of an appropriate legal framework and the fact 

that national and local policies should fight corruption and impunity, ensuring access to 

judicial institutions that are impartial and independent and effective remedies for 

violations of human rights, particularly of marginalised groups, as well as the protection 

of human rights defenders; stresses that the post-2015 global development framework 

needs to ensure good governance, democracy and the rule of law; 

30. Calls on the EU to redouble efforts aimed at ensuring, in the upcoming inter-

governmental negotiations, that the human rights-based approach (HRBA) and the right 

to development become the underpinning concepts of the post-2015 global development 

framework, and, therefore, that the key HRBA pillars of universality and indivisibility, 

non-discrimination and equality, accountability and rule of law, participation and 

inclusion are included in the design, implementation and monitoring of the post-2015 

development framework; stresses the importance of keeping SDG 16, proposed by the 

UN OWG, as a stand-alone goal in the new framework; 

Conflict prevention, post-conflict recovery, peace-building and promotion of lasting peace 

31. Considers that the global development framework after 2015 should duly reflect the 

New Deal for Engagement in Fragile States and the peace-building and state-building 

goals agreed in Busan; highlights that special attention is required with regard to fragile 

states in the new framework; welcomes the fact that the promotion of peaceful societies 

is one of the priorities of the EU and that it is evolving as an important element of the 

new framework; also considers that it is imperative to engage in structural, intensive and 

long-term partnerships that prioritise security sector reform and the establishment of the 

rule of law and democratic institutions; 

32. Stresses that the new framework needs to address the underlying drivers of conflict and 

fragility; calls for the European institutions to put in place more responsive procedures 

in post-conflict situations and adopt a strategy enabling development aid to serve 

security objectives as effectively as possible; 

33. Strongly condemns the lack of prosecution and punishment in conflicted areas, 

especially when it comes to sexual violence aimed at women and girls; stresses the need 

to redouble the efforts towards the protection of civilians affected by armed conflicts, to 

improve access to psychological support, particularly for women and children, and to 

strengthen the link between relief, rehabilitation and development (LRRD) in the new 

global framework; 

34. Recognises the important contribution of women to conflict prevention and peace-

building efforts, and thus calls for the promotion of UN Security Council resolution 

1325 to ensure participation of women in conflict resolution and democracy building; 

Climate-change mitigation, protection of the environment, and disaster-risk reduction 

35. Considers that climate change mitigation and adaptation needs to be effectively 

mainstreamed in the post-2015 global development framework as a cross-cutting issue 

in a visible and ambitious manner; supports the wide range of measures to address the 

effects of climate change and to ensure a better future for the new generation, including 

phasing out subsidies that are harmful to the environment; underlines that special 



 

 

attention should be given to sustainable energy since it is crucial for climate change 

mitigation; 

36. Underlines that the mainstreaming process should not lead to the diversion of official 

development assistance (ODA) to climate policies that do not achieve direct poverty 

alleviation;  

37. Considers that many poor communities are already facing the consequences of climate 

change while bearing the least responsibility for it; reiterates the urgent need to take 

action on reducing emissions, with a focus on carbon-free strategies; stresses that 

moving towards an energy-efficient and renewable-based economy can lead to gains in 

poverty eradication; believes that the EU should support universal access to renewable, 

reliable and affordable energy services; 

38. Welcomes the fact that climate change mitigation and sustainable use of natural 

resources are strongly present and integrated in the outcome document of the Open 

Working Group, including the preservation of oceans and seas, as well as preservation 

of biodiversity and forests; 

39. Emphasises the importance of including in the new framework humanitarian assistance, 

capacity-building, prevention and bottom-up participatory measures to effectively 

reduce disaster risk and strengthen resilience; stresses the need to strengthen 

international assistance, coordination and resources for emergency response, recovery 

and reconstruction in post-disaster situations;  

40. Recognises the distinctive role of women in contributing to sustainability, and therefore 

calls for the integration of the gender equality perspective in environmental and climate 

change policies in order to ensure a reduction in gender inequalities when it comes to 

access and control of resources for adaptation to climate change; 

Food security, nutrition, sustainable agriculture, combating land degradation, water and 

sanitation 

41. Welcomes the fact that food and nutrition security has emerged as a priority area for the 

new global development framework and welcomes the inclusion of a stand-alone goal to 

end hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable 

agriculture in the OWG outcome document; recognises the specific needs of women 

farmers related to food security that need to be taken into account while developing the 

new framework; 

42. Stresses the importance of addressing the linkages with improved productivity of 

sustainable agriculture and fisheries leading to reduced loss and waste of food, 

transparent management of natural resources and adaptation to climate change; 

43. Points out that land tenure security for small-scale producers, which takes into account 

traditional land use rights, both stimulates local economies and increases food security; 

44. Calls for the need to go beyond food security and considers food as a basic human right, 

in order to be able to set a clear ‘Zero Hunger’ goal and to end the scandal of hunger by 

2025; underlines that efforts to eradicate hunger and to end malnutrition, as well as the 

phenomenon of ‘hidden hunger’, should especially focus on children and lactating 

women; 



 

 

45. Stresses the importance of implementing the Rio+20 commitments on land degradation 

in all countries and the FAO guidelines on the Right to Food and on Land Tenure; 

underlines the importance of global good governance in preventing land grabbing; 

46. Stresses the need to strengthen good governance in the land sector and to protect land 

from the ever growing risk of being grabbed by business consortiums; 

47. Points to the importance of considering universal access to safe drinking water, 

sanitation and integrated water management; stresses the need to take action in reducing 

use of hazardous chemicals and preventing pollution; 

Health and education 

48. Takes the view that the health sector is crucial to the economic and social development 

of societies; calls for the EU, therefore, to focus on promoting equitable, universal and 

sustainable health protection in the new global framework, with a special emphasis on 

affordable child and maternal health and care, including an ambitious target on 

eradicating preventable maternal, newborn and child deaths, as well as on ending the 

epidemics of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, and other communicable diseases; 

49. Recognises health as a human right; highlights the importance of improving universal 

access to hygiene and to high-quality health care and coverage, including sexual and 

reproductive health services; calls on the EU to put special emphasis on preventing 

exclusion and discrimination of the most vulnerable groups with regard to health 

systems; 

50. Highlights the huge importance of continuing to work on improving access to water, 

sanitation and hygiene as a cross-cutting issue that affects the attainment of other goals 

in the post-2015 agenda, including health, education and gender equality: 

51. Stresses that education is the key to developing self-sustainable societies; urges that 

access to all levels of quality education should be reflected in the new global 

development framework, and that the framework should also address the issue of access 

to education in emergency and crisis situations; underlines the need to foster 

participatory citizenship through the full exercise of civic and political rights as well as 

building knowledge-based and innovative societies; 

52. Urges the Commission to promote the priority of eliminating inequalities in access to 

health and education in the post-2015 framework, and to include specific measures to 

reach the disadvantaged individuals and groups at risk of discrimination; 

The central role of women in the global development framework after 2015 

53. Welcomes the fact that the empowerment of women and girls and the importance of 

gender equality are recognised as priorities in the Open Working Group (OWG) 

outcome document, taking into account the central role of women in the new global 

development framework; calls for the EU and its Member States to support the call of 

the OWG for a stand-alone goal on gender equality while ensuring the integration of 

gender mainstreaming across all goals, and to promote inclusion of ambitious targets 

related to the rights of women and girls and the enhanced implementation of these 

targets; 



 

 

54. Reiterates the importance of eliminating all forms of discrimination and violence 

against women and girls in the new framework; underlines the importance of 

eliminating all discriminatory legislation and practices; urges the EU to set the 

elimination of all forms of violence, such as domestic violence, trafficking, sexual 

exploitation and sexual harassment, and all harmful practices, including child, early or 

forced marriage and female genital mutilation, as one of the top priorities in the field of 

human rights under the new global framework; 

55. Considers that the post-2015 global agenda should convey a clear message regarding the 

participation of women in decision making processes; 

56. Emphasises the importance of ensuring equal access to employment for both women 

and men, and equal pay for work of equal value everywhere; recognises the need to 

safeguard the right of women who have children to remain in employment at the same 

time; 

57. Underlines the importance of enhancing girls’ access to all levels of education and 

removing gender barriers to learning; 

58. Stresses the importance of ensuring universal access to health services such as family 

planning, including sexual and reproductive health and rights; 

59. Points to the need to establish effective specific protection arrangements for migrant 

women and recognises the importance of the right of women to migrate and integrate 

themselves into a new culture; 

Inclusive and sustainable growth, employment and decent work creation 

60. Underlines that inclusive and sustainable economic growth, accompanied by decent jobs 

creation and resource efficiency aimed at moving towards a more sustainable 

consumption and production model, and climate change mitigation, is crucial to the 

success of the post-2015 framework; considers that defining qualitative indicators will 

be critical in order to monitor both the degree to which development progress is 

inclusive and sustainable, and the extent to which the needs of the most deprived and 

vulnerable groups are being addressed; 

61. Emphasises that it is crucial to monitor the degree to which economic development 

includes the most deprived and vulnerable groups and to which wages remain in line 

with increases in productivity; recalls that it is the responsibility of the State to provide 

basic social services to its citizens, thus contributing to eradicating poverty; considers 

the establishment of nationally defined social protection floors and minimum wage 

regulation in developing countries to be essential; 

62. Calls for the EU to promote an enabling environment for entrepreneurship, trade, 

investment and innovation, which will be conducive to the reduction of inequalities and 

aimed at strengthening social justice; 

63. Emphasises the need for phasing out child labour in the new global development 

framework; 

64. Calls for a new global framework that creates a more equitable and sustainable trade 

scheme based on dialogue, transparency and respect that seeks greater equity in 



 

 

international trade; takes the view that Fair Trade is an example of a successful 

partnership, involving many stakeholders around the world and at different stages along 

a supply chain, that ensures market access for disadvantaged producers, in particular 

women, guarantees sustainable livelihoods, respects labour standards, phases out child 

labour and encourages environmentally sustainable farming and production practices; 

65. Underlines the need for the new global framework to promote a universal, transparent, 

rules-based, open, non-discriminatory and equitable multilateral trading system under 

the WTO; calls on the EU to reconsider its strategy for sustainable development 

policies, including fair trade; 

66. Calls for support to the development of green incentives, such as the creation of green 

jobs; 

67. Underlines the importance of addressing youth unemployment in the new global 

framework; 

The private sector  

68. Stresses that the private sector can be a key driver of inclusive and sustainable growth, 

when taking into account key development principles such as human rights, labour 

rights, corporate accountability and transparency mechanisms, social dialogue and 

environmental commitments; calls for the EU to support the building up of regulatory 

systems which would reduce overburdening red tape, promote good governance, combat 

bribery and corruption, and promote job creation; insists upon the need to improve the 

corporate social responsibility of multinational enterprises, through legally binding 

rules; under these circumstances, deems that the private sector should be a key driver of 

inclusive and sustainable economic development; 

69. Calls for transparent and fair rules in accessing local and international markets, giving 

equal opportunities to all stakeholders involved; 

70. Points out that Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) should be an important element 

of the new framework;  

71. Calls for the EU to ensure that all aid flows for the private sector follow development 

effectiveness principles and ensure that the private sector in developing countries is 

aimed at lifting people out of poverty; 

72. Welcomes the Council recommendation to place an increased focus on supporting 

SMEs, by creating a friendly environment for small business owners and facilitating 

access to finance and training;  

73. Supports in particular further development of the initiative for social entrepreneurship in 

the field of development cooperation; calls for the creation of novel tools that support 

better cooperation between small and medium-sized enterprises in developed countries 

and developing countries; 

74. Urges the EU to prioritise tax justice and domestic resource mobilisation in the post- 

2015 agenda, as it should play a major role in transforming society, eradicating poverty 

and reducing inequalities; 



 

 

Civil society 

75. Recognising the need for a participatory approach in the new framework which should 

aim to involve actors at all levels, underlines the crucial role which civil society 

organisations (CSOs), including women’s organisations with regard to the central role 

of women in global development, play as enablers of development and promoters of 

universality, equality, inclusiveness, accountability and transparency; stresses the 

importance of engaging in dialogue with organisations on the ground, and facilitating 

the direct participation of people and communities; 

76. Stresses the particular role of CSOs in promoting the rule of law, justice, human rights 

and democratic principles, especially in countries where state-building is in its early 

stages and state and government capacities are limited; 

Local authorities and national parliaments 

77. Underlines the importance of including local authorities and national parliaments in 

development planning, implementation and financial aid flows; stresses that this would 

require a truly participatory process, conducted early on in the development phase, and 

that, with this in mind, decentralised public aid must be recognised and reinforced; 

IV. Mobilising financial resources 

78. Urges Member States to meet their commitment to allocate at least 0,7 % of GNI to 

ODA, including at least 0,2 % to Least Developed Countries (LDC) and other highly 

vulnerable states; calls for the EU to take a coherent and comprehensive international 

approach to financing beyond 2015; reiterates the need to continue to work closely with 

other donors on developing further innovative financial mechanisms, such as the 

Financial Transaction Tax; 

79. Stresses the importance of respecting the ownership principle in the context of 

development; stresses the need to step up the political dialogue between donors and 

partner countries; 

80. Reminds the Commission and the Member States that ODA has to remain the backbone 

of the European development cooperation policy aimed at eradicating poverty; 

81. Calls for the EU to evaluate the blending mechanisms in order to ensure they are 

transparent and accountable and have a clear sustainable development impact; calls on 

the Commission to publish guidelines that are based on harmonised poverty reduction 

strategies; 

82. Reiterates its call to make combating corruption, money laundering, tax evasion and 

avoidance, tax havens, illicit flows of capital and harmful tax structures an overriding 

priority in financing development; reminds that estimates show that developing 

countries have lost close to USD 6 trillion in illicit financial flows over the last decade, 

far exceeding ODA flows for the period, and thus stresses the importance of enhancing 

transparency and global good governance; 

83. Calls for the EU to facilitate public-private partnerships where possible and to prioritise 

engaging the experience, expertise and management systems of the private sector, in 

partnership with public resources; 



 

 

84. Calls for the EU to continue to support developing countries in their efforts to increase 

the mobilisation of public and private domestic resources and to assist them in putting 

in place just, sustainable and equitable tax systems which would lead to the reduction of 

poverty and of aid dependency; 

V. Indicators and accountability 

85. Stresses that accessible and disaggregated reliable data is crucial for devising 

appropriate policies on the new framework and for holding governments and the 

international community to account; 

86. Underlines the need for strong accountability mechanisms in order to make sure both 

developed and developing countries fulfil their commitments and tackle effectively the 

poverty and sustainability challenges that the post-2015 framework will address; 

underlines that the framework needs to be evidence-based, and include financial targets 

and robust monitoring and accountability mechanisms at all levels; recalls that the 

monitoring mechanisms should include a review process based on openness and 

transparency; 

o 

o     o 

87. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, the 

Vice-President of the European Commission / High Representative of the Union for 

Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and 

the Chair of the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals. 

 

 


