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Corruption allegations: MEPs push for ambitious
changes and quick progress
 

MEPs are asking for more reforms, building on the ones announced by the Conference of
Presidents, and demand an EU’s independent ethics body be set up swiftly.
 
On Thursday, Parliament adopted two resolutions on the issue of transparency and integrity in
EU decision-making.
 
 
 
Strong and immediate reforms are necessary 
 
Following up on the measures requested by Parliament in December 2022 and welcoming the
recent decision by Parliament’s President and political group leaders as a necessary first step,
MEPs reiterate that they will show “zero tolerance for corruption in any shape and at any level”
and insist that Parliament must show “unequivocal unity and unwavering resolve” in this regard.
They list areas where further improvements are needed, namely:
 

better implementation of the Code of Conduct, including financial sanctions in case of
breaches,  the  introduction  of  more  sanctionable  activities,  and  a  ban  on  any
remunerated activities that could create a conflict of interest with an MEP’s mandate;  
an approval process for trips paid by third countries and additional vetting for MEPs’
assistants and Parliament staff working in sensitive policy fields, particularly in foreign
affairs, security and defence;  
the Advisory Committee on the Conduct of Members should be reformed to fill in for
the independent EU Ethics Body until it is in place;  
asset declarations by MEPs at the beginning and end of each mandate;  
adequate resources for the Transparency Register and an obligation for MEPs, but
also their staff and Parliament employees to declare work meetings with third country
diplomats, where they would have “an active role and clear and immediate influence”
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• Reforms already agreed by Parliament’s leaders “a necessary first step”

• Dissuasive sanctions for breaches of the MEPs’ Code of Conduct, including financial
penalties

• Trips paid by third countries should be subject to prior approval

• Negotiations on the independent ethics body should conclude before the next summer recess
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20221212IPR64541/corruption-scandal-meps-insist-on-reforms-for-transparency-and-accountability
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230208IPR72802/group-leaders-endorse-first-steps-of-parliamentary-reform
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•

in  Parliament’s  work,  except  where  this  could  put  those  involved  in  danger  or
jeopardise  public  interest;   
internal rules should be aligned with the Whistleblower Directive; and 
the measures taken regarding representatives of Qatar should be extended to those
of Morocco. 
 

 
 
Stringent control of NGO financing
 
Parliament notes that NGOs have allegedly been used as vectors of foreign interference, and
urges a review of existing regulations to enhance transparency on their governance, budget,
foreign influence and persons of significant control. It underlines that NGOs receiving money
from parties who do not have to sign up to the Transparency Register (e.g. third countries) also
need to  disclose the sources of  their  funding,  and requests  that  if  this  information is  not
disclosed, they should not receive EU public money. It also calls for a comprehensive financial
pre-screening before an NGO is listed on the EU transparency register, for any contractual
agreements with the Commission to be published, and a clear definition of which NGOs are
allowed to register and are eligible to receive EU funding. Nevertheless, it also deplores the use
of the corruption scandal “to launch a misguided smearing campaign” against NGOs and spread
misinformation on the lack of transparency of their funding, reiterating its unwavering support to
civil society organisations that speak up for human rights and the environment in full respect of
the rules. 
 
MEPs also want the ING2 Committee and other responsible bodies to revise Parliament’s ethics
rules before the summer.
 
 
 
The resolution was adopted with 401 votes for, three against, and 133 abstentions.
 
 
 
No more delays for the independent ethics body
 
Parliament reiterates its call for an independent ethics body for the EU institutions, based on
MEPs’ proposals of September 2021, to restore citizens’ trust. The Commission’s proposal
should be submitted by March, and negotiations should conclude by the summer break, MEPs
say. This body should clearly distinguish between criminal actions, breaches of institutional
rules, and unethical behaviour. It would play a key role in protecting whistleblowers within the
EU institutions, while working in a complementary manner with other EU bodies such as the
anti-fraud office (OLAF),  the Public  Prosecutors Office (EPPO),  the Ombudsman and the
European Court  of  Auditors.  
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230210IPR74716/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20210910IPR11931/parliament-calls-for-eu-independent-ethics-body


The resolution was adopted with 388 votes for, 72 against, and 76 abstentions.
 
 
 
Background
 
During her speech in plenary on 14 February 2023, Vice-President Jourová announced that the
Commission will table a proposal for an independent ethics body in the next weeks, aiming to
cover all institutions and bodies mentioned in Article 13 of the Treaty on the EU.
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_23_905
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A12016M013


Further information
Committee on Constitutional Affairs

The adopted texts will be available here (16.02.2023)

Recording of the debate in plenary: Following up on measures requested by Parliament to
strengthen the integrity of European institutions (13.02.2023)

Recording of the debate in plenary: Establishment of an independent EU Ethics Body
(14.02.2023)

EP webpage: lobby groups and transparency

EP Study: Strengthening transparency and integrity via the new ‘Independent Ethics Body’
(31.10.2020)

Procedure file (integrity measures follow-up)

Procedure file (ethics body)

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

4 I 5

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afco/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230213-0900-PLENARY?start=230213202557&end=230213210632&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230213-0900-PLENARY?start=230213202557&end=230213210632&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230213-0900-PLENARY?start=230213202557&end=230213210632&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/event_20230214-0900-PLENARY?start=230214155314&end=230214175301&
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/transparency/lobby-groups
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_STU(2020)661110
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2571(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2023/2555(RSP)


Contacts 
 
 

Free photos, video and audio material

Kyriakos KLOSIDIS
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 32357 (BXL)
(+33) 3 881 74651 (STR)
(+32) 470 96 47 35
kyriakos.klosidis@europarl.europa.eu
constit-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EPInstitutional

Press release

EN Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

5 I 5

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en
https://twitter.com/EPInstitutional

