\
Press release @
17-12-2024 - 13:17 ] i
20241212IPR25960 European Parliament

Parliament paves way for the use of EU funds to
finance natural disaster recovery

* Regional development funds can be used more flexibly for
reconstruction following natural disasters

« Social funds can also finance post-disaster healthcare and basic
necessities

+ Losses for farmers, forest holders and SMEs active in agriculture and
forestry can be compensated
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Quick EU funding of recovery measures following natural disasters © JOSE JORDAN / AFP

Two new EU laws will offer quick EU funding for recovery measures following natural
disasters that have occurred after 1 January 2024.

The Regional Emergency Support to Reconstruction (“RESTORE”) proposal allows EU
countries to more easily channel European regional development funds (ERDF) and cohesion
funds to disaster reconstruction. As a result, the EU’s ERDF could fund recovery projects up to
95% of their total cost. To provide quick liquidity to those in need, additional pre-financing of up
to 25% of the full amount would also be made available. The proposal would allow for more
flexible use of European Social Fund Plus funds to finance short-term work schemes, support
access to healthcare and provide basic necessities.

Flexibility would apply to disasters in 2024 or 2025. In 2025, the proposed changes are
expected to mobilize €3 billion in funding by front-loading payments for the 2025-2027 period.

Recovery in agriculture and forestry

EU countries with unspent money from rural developments programmes will be able to fast-
track the use of this money to compensate losses of farmers, forest holders and SMEs active in
these sectors that have experienced destruction of at least 30% of their production potential.
This money will be paid in lump sums and will be fully covered by EU funds. Payments to
beneficiaries will be made by the end of 2025.
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Quotes

Andrzej BULA (EPP, PL), co-rapporteur for the RESTORE regulation said: “This law is very
important for regional and local authorities in regions affected by natural disasters. It shows that
the EU is capable of working quickly and flexibly, and that we provide real help for our fellow
European citizens. That help can now become quickly available.”

Younous OMARJEE (the Left, FR) co-rapporteur for the RESTORE regulation stated: “After
Parliament expressed full support for the victims of the unprecedented storm in Mayotte, we
adopted the RESTORE law to ensure we can help the victims of this catastrophe and others like
it to rebuild what they have lost. We need to adapt our disaster response and regional policy to
the new realities of climate change. RESTORE will allow us to respond quickly and effectively to
future disasters."

Veronika VRECIONOVA (ECR, CZ), rapporteur for the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development (EAFRD) related regulation, said: “Several countries have been affected by
natural disasters in 2024, and the concrete help the EU is providing is much needed by both
countries and citizens. Today’s decision will help many member states release unspent funds
more quickly for those who urgently need them.”

The “RESTORE” proposal was adopted by 638 votes in favour, 10 against with 5 abstentions.

The proposal providing assistance from the EAFRD was approved by 644 votes in favour, 6
against with 3 abstentions.

Next steps

Both laws now need to be formally endorsed by the Council. They will enter into force a day
after being published in the EU Official Journal (RESTORE) and the day of its publication
(EAFRD).

Background

The two proposals responded to floods and wildfires in Central, Eastern and Southern Europe in
September 2024.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/257051/ANDRZEJ_BULA/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/30482/YOUNOUS_OMARJEE/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197552/VERONIKA_VRECIONOVA/home
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Further information

Procedure file (RESTORE)
Procedure file (EAFRD)
Press conference on the RESTORE regulation by co-rapporteurs Younous OMARJEE (The

Left, FR) and Andrzej BULA (EPP, PL) (17.12.2024)
EPRS briefing: Regional emergency support for reconstruction (11.12.2024)

EP Multimedia Centre: free photos, video and audio material (natural disasters)

Contacts

Janne OJAMO
Press Officer
(+32) 2284 12 50 (BXL)

&
(+32) 470 89 21 92

B janne.ojamo@europarl.europa.eu

B region-press@europarl.europa.eu

£J @EP_Regional

Lieven COSIJN
Press officer
(+32) 2 28 31183 (BXL)

(+32) 473 864 141
lieven.cosijn@europarl.europa.eu
empl-press@europarl.europa.eu
@ @EPSocialAffairs

Ul K @@

European Parliament
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

E N Press SerVice, Directorate General for Communication 415


https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/0275(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/0275(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/0275(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/0275(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/0275(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/0274(COD)
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/en/procedure-file?reference=2024/0274(COD)
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/press-conference-by-younous-omarjee-the-left-fr-vice-president-and-andrzej-bula-epp-pl-co-rapporteur_20241217-1330-SPECIAL-PRESSER
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/press-conference-by-younous-omarjee-the-left-fr-vice-president-and-andrzej-bula-epp-pl-co-rapporteur_20241217-1330-SPECIAL-PRESSER
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2024)767157
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document/EPRS_ATA(2024)767157
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/topic/natural-disasters_23503
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/topic/natural-disasters_23503
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/topic/natural-disasters_23503
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/topic/natural-disasters_23503
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/topic/natural-disasters_23503
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/topic/natural-disasters_23503
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/topic/natural-disasters_23503
mailto:janne.ojamo@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:region-press@europarl.europa.eu
https://twitter.com/EP_Regional
mailto:lieven.cosijn@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:empl-press@europarl.europa.eu 
https://twitter.com/@EPSocialAffairs 

Press release

Hana RAISSI
Press officer

(+32) 2 28 41587 (BXL)

(+32) 484 27 87 54
hana.raissi@europarl.europa.eu
agri-press@europarl.europa.eu
@EP_Agriculture

U KN o

European Parliament
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

E N Press SerVice, Directorate General for Communication 515


mailto:hana.raissi@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:agri-press@europarl.europa.eu
https://twitter.com/EP_Agriculture

	Parliament paves way for the use of EU funds to finance natural disaster recovery
	Further information
	Contacts


