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MEPs approve trade support measures for Ukraine
with protection for EU farmers

+ Duties and quotas to remain suspended on Ukrainian imports until
June 2025

+ Commission may impose corrective measures in case of market
disruption at EU or member state level

» Emergency break for sensitive products with longer reference period

« Talks with Ukraine on permanent trade liberalisation to start with
close involvement of Parliament

On Tuesday, Parliament endorsed the extension of temporary trade liberalisation
measures for Ukraine, while protecting EU farmers.

With 428 votes in favour, 131 against and 44 abstentions, MEPs backed extending the
suspension of import duties and quotas on Ukrainian agricultural products for another year, until
5 June 2025, to support the country amidst Russia’s continuing brutal war of aggression.

Under the new regulation, the Commission can take swift action and impose any measures it
deems necessary should there be significant disruption to the EU market or the markets of one
or more EU member states due to Ukrainian imports (e.g., wheat). As part of reinforced
safeguard measures to protect EU farmers, the Commission can trigger an emergency brake for
particularly sensitive agricultural products, namely poultry, eggs, sugar, oats, groats, maize, and
honey. If imports of these products surpass the average of import volumes recorded in the
second half of 2021, and all of 2022 and 2023, tariffs can be re-imposed. As part of the
agreement on these new rules, the Commission pledged to launch talks with Ukraine on
permanent trade liberalisation soon, and keep the Parliament closely engaged in the process.
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Sandra Kalniete (EPP, LV), rapporteur for the file said: "The extension of trade support
measures reaffirms the EU's solidarity with Ukraine in the face of Russian aggression. This vote
will simultaneously strengthen the economic resilience of Ukraine and protect the interests of
European farmers. We will keep our promises — we will support Ukraine until its military victory
and accession to the EU and NATO.”

Next steps

Council will now have to formally approve the regulation. The current trade measures expire on
5 June 2024, and the new regulation should enter into force immediately following this date

Background

The EU-Ukraine Association Agreement, including the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade
Area, has ensured that Ukrainian businesses have preferential access to the EU market since
2016. After Russia launched its war of aggression, the EU put in place autonomous trade
measures (ATMs) in June 2022, which allow duty-free access for all Ukrainian products to the
EU. These measures were extended by one year in 2023, and in January, the EU Commission
proposed to renew the suspension for another year with additional safeguards to protect the EU
market. During negotiations, Council and Parliament added more measures to protect EU
farmers. For Moldova, Parliament recently decided to extend similar measures for another year.

Further information

The adopted text will be available here (23.04.2024)

Results of the vote will be available here (23.04.2024)

Press release on the provisional agreement

Text of the provisional agreement

Procedure file

EU trade relations with Ukraine (Commission site)

Invasion of Ukraine: impact on agricultural markets (Commission site)

Positive EU agri-food trade balance confirms competitiveness of EU exports (Commission data)
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/EN/96934
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content/eu-ukraine-deep-and-comprehensive-free-trade-area
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/access-to-markets/en/content/eu-ukraine-deep-and-comprehensive-free-trade-area
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_562
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240311IPR19227/meps-agree-to-extend-trade-support-for-moldova-continue-work-on-ukraine
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/inta/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/votes.html?tab=votes
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20240405IPR20228/deal-on-trade-support-for-ukraine-with-more-protection-for-eu-farmers
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/INTA/AG/2024/04-09/1300741EN.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2024/0028(COD)&l=en
https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-country-and-region/countries-and-regions/ukraine_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/data-and-analysis/markets/overviews/market-observatories/crops_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/news/positive-eu-agri-food-trade-balance-confirms-competitiveness-eu-exports-2024-02-26_en
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