
2021-2023 Streatery Winterization Guide

▪ See pages 9-12 of the DDOT Streatery Guidelines.
▪ Enclosed structures must be transparent over 42”.
▪ Other structures must be at least 50% open.
▪ Some streateries near intersections may NOT

have structures or tents due to traffic visibility and
safety concerns, see BID for details.

▪ Permit required, see page 20 of the DDOT
Streatery Guidelines for permit requirements, and
this document for instructions.

▪ Permit required for tent canopy with 0-2 sides.
▪ Structures, canopies, legs, bases, leg weights,

supports etc:
» may NOT exceed width of deck or

overhang curb, sidewalk or street (note that
deck is typically 6’5” wide)

» may NOT be attached to metal barriers,
concrete barriers, deck structure or
streetscape furniture or trees

▪ Permit required for use of heaters, type =
Propane Use: Heating - Portable Outdoor.

▪ Permit required for storage of propane tanks,
type = Fuel Storage Tanks: Hazard Fuel 
Storage. See updated city regulations section
6109 on propane storage inside and outside of
buildings. Propane cannot be stored on deck.
Permit required from FEMS.

▪ BID has heaters available for purchase.
▪ See page 11 of DDOT Streatery Guidelines.

For all streateries on or off deck:
1. Items left on deck during snow or other emergencies are subject to damage.

Leave them out at your own risk. DC requires that all furniture, tents, structures,
decor, etc. need to be removed with as little as 2 hours notice for snow/weather
safety in case of city-wide alerts.

2. NO SALT on decks or other abrasive de-icers. As an alternative, Calcium Chloride
pellets (CaCl2) are required by BID. It is readily available in bags at home
improvement stores. It costs more than salt but less is needed to melt snow/ice.

3. Noncompliance related to any guidelines may result in loss of curb lane dining
privilege and potential fines from DDOT.

5 foot clearance to combustible 
materials and buildings

Propane Heaters

Electric Heaters

▪ For permitting, see page 11 of DDOT Streatery
Guidelines. Please alert BID of plans.

▪ No loose cords on sidewalk.
▪ Practice safety by not overloading circuits!

3 foot clearance to combustible 
materials and buildings

Structures & Canopies
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DINING, QUEUING, 
& ACTIVITY ZONE

PEDESTRIAN CLEAR ZONE 

SIDEWALK 
ROADWAY

NO FURNITURE, PLANTERS OR
OBSTRUCTIONS ON SIDEWALKS!

Building 
facade

No umbrellas, objects, 
poles, weights, 
planters or signs 
overhanging traffic side 
of barriers in 2’ buffer

No obstructions from 
42”-84” above ground 
for vehicle sight lines

S U M M A RY  O F  D D OT ,  O G B  &  G B I D 

Streatery Regulations
Operations Checklist:
Ƚ If you see something, say something; call police 

or 911 with emergencies 
Ƚ Contact jwiebenson@georgetowndc.com with 

questions
Ƚ Report rodents to jrochac@georgetowndc.com 
Ƚ Keep area clean - free of garbage (do not use 

use public cans), sanitized and well swept at all 
times; BID will continue to clean sidewalks

Ƚ Stay up-to-date on regulation changes 

Daily Closing Checklist:
Ƚ Umbrellas taken indoors
Ƚ Take garbage receptacles indoors, do not 

dispose of waste in public cans 
Ƚ Chairs and lightweight furnishings taken indoors 

or secured to each other, not deck or barriers

Safety barriers and 
deck with nothing 
attached to them 
e.g. lights & poles

▪ NO LOGOS/ADVERTISEMENTS ON
UMBRELLAS

▪ No tents or canopies unless additional
permit is received in winter only

▪ No overhang beyond barriers into street or
onto sidewalk

▪ 1 seat per 15 SF of streatery
▪ Cannot obstruct sight lines 42”-84” high

▪ Planters well maintained
▪ No artificial greenery, flowers, or turf

▪ If takeout is served, extra garbage
receptacles required

▪ No bussing into public cans!

▪ Pedestrian signs (sandwich boards) only
▪ No signs on furniture or barriers

▪ Tasteful decor only (generally no plastic)
▪ Warm white lights only (string lights)
▪ No neon, colored, rope or flashing lights

▪ Nothing in or blocking gutters
▪ Nothing attached to deck or barriers
▪ Nothing on top of utility covers
▪ No ropes, stanchions or barriers

between sidewalk and streatery

2’ CLEAR BUFFER 
TO LANE
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2022 OGB Restaurant Aesthetics

SIGNS
• No signs on any barriers facing any direction
• No commercial advertising, branding or logos on umbrellas or any other

furniture item or on décor
• A-frame sidewalk signs still allowed per DDOT regulations

LIGHTS
• White to warm-white colored lights only
• No neon lights, light ropes, colored lights, flashing lights, or distracting

lights
• Catenary bistro lighting is acceptable

• Lights or light poles may not be attached decking or barriers or streetscape
infrastructure or trees

FURNITURE
• Quality furniture, well-maintained with an orderly appearance at all hours;

avoid having a variety of any one type of furniture

• Planters should have live plants that do not exceed 42" in height above the
ground per DDOT regulations

OTHER DECOR
• No artificial greenery, artificial plants, artificial turf, artificial plant

walls, etc.
• No trellises or lattices

• Avoid tacky decor that draws attention and doesn’t complement the
Georgetown aesthetic




