
Happy New Year!
OHDSI in 2023



OHDSI’s mission

To improve health by empowering a 
community to collaboratively generate 

the evidence that promotes better 
health decisions and better care
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To improve health by empowering a community to collaboratively generate the evidence that promotes better health decisions and better care



Workgroups

Dentistry

Lead: Robert Koski 

2023 Resolution:

1) All workgroup leaders will provide their 
purpose and 2023 Objectives and Key Results 
by end of January

2) All workgroups will present on a community call 
in February to encourage participation



Community collaboration events

In-person events:
• OHDSI Europe,  Rotterdam, NL,  

June tbd

• OHDSI APAC,  Sydney, Australia,  
July 14-15

• OHDSI Global,  US, October tbd

Virtual events:
• DevCon

• Phenotype 
Phebruary

• Save our Sisyphus Challenge

YOU!



OHDSI Symposia!



OHDSI community activities

https://www.ohdsi.org/devcon2022/ https://www.ohdsi.org/phenotype-phebruary/

https://www.ohdsi.org/devcon2022/
https://www.ohdsi.org/phenotype-phebruary/


A look back on 1st Save Our Sisyphus Challenge



Save Our Sisyphus Challenge, Round 2!

Network studies are hard!

2023 Resolution:

Let’s help each other learn how to do network studies by doing 
a network study together!

1) Collaboratively identify an important research question
2) Collaboratively design the analysis
3) Collaboratively execute across the network
4) Collaboratively interpret results and disseminate findings

More details to come later this month



External collaboration opportunities

• Scientific conferences
• Abstract/paper submissions
• Grants
• Requests for Information
• Call for papers

2023 Resolution:

We will actively monitor external collaboration 
opportunities and promote them on OHDSI.org 
and community calls
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Foundational elements to enable reliable evidence generation
Clinical 

characterization:
What happened to 

them?

Patient-level 
prediction:

What will happen to 
me?

Population-level 
effect estimation:

What are the causal 
effects?

Standardized 
vocabularies

Standardized 
data network

Standardized 
open-source tools

Foundational pillars:

Evidence use cases:



Pillar #1:  Standardized vocabularies

• Opportunity:  Increase transparency and maturity with 
vocabulary development and evaluation process

• Proposed solutions:
– Conduct landscape assessment to understand community needs
– Develop code of conduct and developer guidelines
– Disseminate vocabulary process and end-user documentation and 

roadmap
– Establish centralized development infrastructure
– Create standardized test development
– Build vocabulary version release distribution service
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Pillar #2:  Standardized data network

• Opportunity:  Increase transparency and maturity of OHDSI 
data network

• Proposed solutions:
– Create OHDSI data network catalog to encourage network studies 

across interested partners and promote data quality practices
– Generate OHDSI network concept prevalence data and make 

accessible for ATLAS users to enable more generalizable phenotype 
development

– Promote database diagnostics by having data partners 
share limited subset of ACHILLES to allow for users to 
identify databases that satisfy study criteria
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Pillar #3:  Standardized open-source tools

• Opportunity:  Increase adoption and ease-of-use of HADES 
packages and other OHDSI open-source analytic tools

• Proposed solutions:
– Create central infrastructure to enable testing of all OHDSI tools against 

each of the supporting database platforms
– Establish referent benchmark study that all organizations can execute to 

demonstrate that OHDSI toolstack is operational
– Improve documentation and educational materials to promote adoption of 

OHDSI tools 
– Encourage greater community support of open-source development 

activities:  we need more help to maintain our solutions!
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Create central infrastructure to enable testing of all OHDSI 
tools against each of the supporting database platforms

https://ohdsi.github.io/Hades/

Challenges: 

1) In order to claim we ‘support’ a technology, we need 
to be able to test our tools against the technology.

2) In order to ‘support’ a technology, we need a 
community of experts and users of the technology

2023 Resolution:

1) All ‘supported’ RDBMSs must be available to all 
developers with test CDM to allow unit tests to run 
via GitActions

2) All ‘supported’ RDBMSs must have a Platform User 
Group with a Platform Champion to ensure 
community participation

Any platforms that do not have a test environment or 
platform user group by 3Q2023 will not be considered 
supported by OHDSI

https://ohdsi.github.io/Hades/
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