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European
Citizens’
Initiative
As of 1 April 2012, EU citizens have a new tool 
allowing them to participate in shaping EU policy. 
Put in place by the Lisbon Treaty, the citizens’ 
initiative allows 1 million citizens from at least 
a quarter of the EU Member States to ask the 
European Commission to propose legislation in 
areas that fall within its competence.

The organisers of a citizens’ initiative - a citizens’ 
committee composed of at least 7 EU citizens, 
resident in at least 7 different Member States - 
have 1 year to collect the necessary support. 

Signatures must be certified by the competent 
authorities in each Member States. Organisers of 
successful initiatives will participate in a hearing 
at the European Parliament. The Commission 
will have 3 months to examine the initiative and 
decide how to act on it.
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INITIATIVE

PUBLIC HEARING

MONTHS FOR EC TO DECIDE IF THE ECI IS ELIGIBLE

MONTHS OF VERIFICATION

YEARS – THE ECI REGULATION WILL BE REVISED BY THE EC

COUNTRIES OR MORE TO PROVIDE SIGNATURES

MEMBERS OF THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE

MONTHS TO COLLECT

YEARS TO BE ABLE TO SIGN (16 IN AUSTRIA)

LANGUAGES

EU MEMBER STATES

SIGNATURES



France 
55500

Malta 
4500

Netherlands 
19500

Germany 
72000

Poland 
38250

Portugal 
15750

Austria
13500

Greece
15750

Romania
24000

Belgium
15750

Hungary
15750

Slovakia
9750

Bulgaria
12750

Ireland
8250

Slovenia
6000

Croatia
8250

Italy
54750

Spain
40500

Cyprus
4500

Latvia
6000

Sweden
15000

Czech Republic 
15750

Lithuania 
8250

United Kingdom 
54750

Denmark 
9750

Luxembourg 
4500

Estonia 
4500

Finland 
9750

S I G N AT U R E S  N E E D E D
PER  C O U N T R Y



European Citizens’ Initiative
How it works

 
 

Set up Citizens`committee.
You need at least 7 people 

Register your initiative.
Wait for the green light 
from the Commission.

Start collecting signatures.
You need signatories 
from at least 7 EU countries.

Get your signatures 
certified.
National authorities will issue 
certificates of validity 
within 3 months.

One million signatories?
Submit your initiative 
to the European Commission.
The European Commission 
will publish it on its website.

The floor is yours!
Present your initiative at a public 
hearing in the European Parliament.

Mission accomplished!
All information concerning your initiative 
will be made public. 
The Commission can propose a new law 
and send it to the European Parliament 
and the Council for approval.

ProposalMy Initiative
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 

dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 

ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate 

velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt laborum. Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus 

error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque 
laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab 

illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae 
vitae dicta sunt explicabo. 

SUBMIT

Yay! 
You`ve reached
1m signatures
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ProposalMy InitiativeLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 

dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 

ea commodo consequat. 
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate 

velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 

Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt 

laborum. Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus 

error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque 

laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab 

illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae 

vitae dicta sunt explicabo. 
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ProposalMy InitiativeLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 

dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 

nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 

ea commodo consequat. 
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate 

velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 

Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt 

laborum. Sed ut perspiciatis unde omnis iste natus 

error sit voluptatem accusantium doloremque 

laudantium, totam rem aperiam, eaque ipsa quae ab 

illo inventore veritatis et quasi architecto beatae 

vitae dicta sunt explicabo. 

REGISTER

Your initiative
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